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INTRODUCTION. 



Thb writer is a believer in the Divine authority of th« 
Scriptures — he actnowiedges no standard of right and 
wrong but the Will of God, and denies the expediency 
of any act which is forbidden by laws dictated by Infi- 
nite Wisdom and Goodness. This avowal will prepare 
the reader to find ia the following pages many opinions 
not having the stamp of pubhc approbation. Patriot- 
ism, honor, glory, and national prosperity, are terms to 
which the Christian and the mere politician attach dif- 
ferent ideas, and estmiafe by different standards. He 
who admils the authority of the Bible will not readily 
acknowledge that whatever is "highly esteemed amon^ 
men" must be right, nor that what ia unpopular is, of 
course, wrong. 

In the following Review, the puhlk conduct and 
opinions of public men are freely and feariessly can- 
vassed, but in no instance, it is hoped and believed, at 
the expense of truth. In justice to the writer, the 
reader is earnestly entreated to bear in mind the dis- 
tinction between the statement of a Jwit, and the ei- 
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email, yet increasing number, who are inquiring how far 
their relations W the State arc to be governed by the 
precepts of Chris tianity. 

The maxim that "all's fair in politics," and the mon- 
strous frauds, falsehoods, and forgeries, attending almost 
eveiy important election, illustrate the lamentable /ocf, 
that in general "Religion has nothing to do with poli- 
tics." Dut religious people ia vast numbers have much 
to do with politics, and too often seem to think that in 
their character of office-holders, or office-seekers, they 
have received a dispensation from the obligations of tlie 
Moral Law. Such persons, should they deign to read 
the ensuing pages, may possibly be reminded with 
profit, that moral responsibility is not attached solely 
to such of our actions as may be termed private and 
domestic, but that " God will bring every work into 
judgment" — works done in political meetings, at elec- 
tions, and even on the floor of Congress ; and, that aa 
there is an express prohibition against following " a mul- 
titude to do evil," no majority, however great, can be 
pleaded in justification, of crime, or in mitigation of 
punishment. 
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REVIEW OF THE MEXICAN WAR. 



CHAP TEE I. 



LoTTisii-^i was ceded by Frani-e to Spiin in 1162, and 
restored tjthe former power in IbOO liiiee jears attei, 
it was ceded Ly France to the United States In noii« 
of these cessiunB was there any specihcation of liounda 
ries. The temtory was a va'it undetined region we&t of 
the Mississippi and with laie e\f-eptn>ns untenanted by 
civilized inhabitants It of cjuisp adjoined the Spanish 
dominions in Mexico but the separating hcc could not 
easDy be ascertamed As the Ainen(,an settlements in 
Louisiana estended, the que'^tion of boundary necessarily 
became a matter of discus'.ion between the governments 
of Spain and the United Statts ihis question was finally 
settled in 1819, by a treaty with Spam, in which the con- 
tracting powers severally ceded to each other all claims 
to territory beyond their respective sides of a defined 

In 1820, the State of Missomi, formed out of the Lou- 
isiana territory, was admitted into the Union as a slave 
Slate. To facilitate its admission, and to overcome the 
formidable oppoation of the Northern States, to the 
incorporation into the confederacy of another slaveholding 
State, the slaveholders proposed and effected the celebra- 
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i compromise, a law declaring tiat in future 
slavery stould be pro!iibited north of 36° 30" north lati- 

It was not long however, before it was discovered that 
this Missouri compromise, together with the southern 
boundary of the United States, as defined in the Spanish 
treaty of I8I9, had reduced within comparatively narrow 
limits, the area from which slave States might hereafter 
be formed ; with the esceplion of Florida, the territory 
south of the Missouri compromise liue, was not probably 
sufficient for more than two States. 

The State of Louisiana was separated from the Spanish 
province of Tesas by the Sabine river, and the soil, cU- 
mate, and position of that province, rendered it a desira- 
ble acquisition to the slaveholding interest. Various 
expedients were from time to time devised, to obtain pos- 
session of this coveted territory — forcible seizure — colo- 
nization — purchase — independence, and annexation. The 
first was attempted soon after the Spanish treaty had 
eitingmshed all claims of the United States to Texas, as 
included within the territory of Louisiana. 

A man named James Long, with about seventy-five 
lawless adventurers, left Natcliez on the I'Zth June, 1819, 
and proceeded to Nacogdoches, about forty miles within 
the limits of Texas. On the 23d" of the same month, he 
there issued a proclamation which may be regarded as the 
first step in that career of fraud, falsehood, and violence, 
which ultimately led to the annexation of- Texas, and the 
war against Mexico. In this document, which was pro- 
bably prepared in the State of Mississippi, Long, styling 
himself President of the Supreme Council of Texas, 
declared '' that the citizens of Texas have long indulged 
the hops that in the adjustment of the boundaries of tha 
Spanish possessions in America, and of the territories of 
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the United States, they should be included ■withia the 
limits of the latter," As this hope had hcen dissipated 
by the recent treaty, the proclamation pioceeda to 
announce the independence of the Republic or Texas. 
This paper, was of course, intended as an invitation to 
American citizens to repair tc Long's standard, and parti- 
cipate with him in the intended plunder; and it was 
consequently published in -the Louuiana Herald, printed 
in New Orleans, 

In a little while, the whole party were dispersed, some 
being killed, and the others taken prisoners by the 



The plan of coloniaation was next adopted. Moses 
Austin of Missouri, in 1821, obtMned leave from the 
Spanish authorities, to introduce three hundred families 
into Texas, on certain conditions. The pei'mission wai 
granted, as is said, on the representation of Austin, that 
Catholics were oppressed in the United States, and it was 
agreed that all the settlers to be introduced by him. 
should be of the oppressed religion. Austin dying, thti 
grant was in 1823, renewed to his son, who commenced a 
colony on the Brazos, with emigrants from Tennessee, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana. By the renewed grant, the 
settlers, it is asserted, were to be exclusively Catholics ; 
but whatever was their creed in other respects, they were 
behevers in the right of man to hold property in mac, 
and accordingly carried their slaves with them. 

In 1820, a body of emigrants from the United States, 
settled about Nacogdoches, again raised the standard of 
insurrection under a man of the name of Edwards, and 
published a declaration of independence. They were, 
however, soon crushed by the Mexican forces. 

At the date of the boundary treaty, Meiico was & 
• Speech of Mr. Severanoe in H. of R„ Feb. 4, 1847. 
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slaveholding country, and its near propinquity to our own 
settlements, was on that account viewed with less jealousy 
by southern statesmen. 

The planters, as we have seen, might cross ihe line 
with their slaves, and pursue the cultivation of sugar and 
cotton ; nor was any difficulty apprehended with regjird 
to the recOFery of fugitives slaves from the States. 

These border relations were, however, changed hy a 
decree of the Mexican Congress of 13th July, 1824, 
prohibiting the introduction of slaves from foreign coun- 
tries. The Mexican Constitution, adopted the same year, 
declared that no person should hereafter be born a slave ; 
thus providing for the gradual but total abolition of 
slavery throughout the Republic. 

The United Provinces of Coahuila and Texas, formed 
one Stat«, and its Constitution adopted in 1327, contained 
an article ^ving freedom to all who should be hereafter 
bom, and prohibiting the introduction of slaves. The 
work of emancipation was completed by a decree of the 
Mexican Congress of 15th September, 1829, manumitting 
every slave in Mexico. 

These successive measures not only frustrated the views 
of the colonists, and discouraged further emigration from 
the slave States, but greatly irritated and alarmed the 
whole slaveholding interest. The future area of slavery 
had been greatly contracted by the boundary treaty, and 
the Missouri compromise ; and now that area was to he 
bounded on the south and east, as well as on the north, 
by an unlimited area or freedom. Under such circum- 
stances, American slavery was doomed. The influence 
of the free States would soon predominate in the general 
government, and the growing spirit of abolition would not 
only eitend into the south itself, but would in various 
ways, endanger the security and permanency of slave 
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modest proposal included almost the whole of Tesas as 
at pi-esent claimed. 

The idea of purchase now took strong hold of the south- 
ern mind ; and great efforts were made to enlighten pub- 
lic opinion on the importance of Texas, and the necesaty 
of its acquisition. In 1829 a series of newspaper essays 
on the subject appeared from the pen of Mr. Benton, a 
distinguished Senator from Missouri. Of the character 
of these essays some opinion may he formed from the fol- 
lowing notices of them in the journals of the day. 

The Edffefield Carolinian, speaMng of Texas, remarked, 
" Some imposing Essays, originally published in the St. 
Louis Beacon, with the signature of ' Americanus,' and 
attributed to Col. Benton of the Senate, explaining the 
circumstances of the treaty of 1819, and displaying the 
advantages of the retrocession, have operated on the pub- 
Uc mind in the West with electrical force and rapidity. 
The writer produces strong circumstantial proof that tha 
surrender of Texas resulted from the suhservicncy of our 
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negotiator to Spain in her contest with Mexico, together 
with the powerful subsidiary motive of hostility to the 
southern and western sections of our country. Amen- 
canus exposes the evils to the United States of this sur- 
render under twelve distinct heads. ISvo of them erf 
particular interest to this section of "the country, that it 
brings a non-slaveholding empire in juxta-position with the 
daveholdinff South-jvest, and diminishes the outlet for the 
Indians inhabiting the States of Georgia; Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, and Tennessee." 

A Baltimore paper, speaking of the essays of " Ame- 
noanus," says, " One of the reasons that he assigns for 
the purchase of Texas is, that Jive or six more slavehoUing 
States may thus he added to the Union. Indeed, he 
goes farther than tHs in one of Ha calculations, and esti- 
mates, that ' Nine more States as large as Kentucky,' 
may be formed within the Umits of that province." 

A Chailesfon paper treating of the same subject, ob- 
served, "It IS not imposssible that he (President Jack- 
son) is now esamining the propriety and practicability of 
a retrocession of the^ast territory of Texas; an enter- 
prize which could not fad to exercise an important and 
favorable influence upon the future destinies of the South, 
by increasing the votes of ihe slavekolding States in the 
TTnilM States Senate." 

Judge Upsher, of Virginia, afterwards Secretary of 
State under President Tyler, remarked, the same year, in 
the Virginia Convention, ■■ If Texas should be obtained, 
which he strongly desired, it would raise the price of 
slaves, and be a great advantage to the slaveholders of 
that State." Mr. Doddridge, in the same debate, asserted, 
"The acquisition of Texas will greatly enhance the value 
of the property in question." Debates, p. 89. Mr. 
Gholston, of the Virginia Legislature in 1832, said, " He 
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believed the acquisition of Texas would raise tlie price of 
slavra fifty per cent, at least." Virginia being, a breedirig 
State, these gentlcraea were anxious to obtain Texas as a 
new and extensive market for their staple commodity. 
To stimulate the action of the Government, rumors were 
set afloat of the intentions of Great Britain to possess her- 
self of Tesas ; an artifice practised without intermission 
from 1829 to the day of annexation. The following from 
the New Orleans Creole, of 1829, is a specimen: "A 
rumor reached us by the last packet from Mexico, that a 
company of British merchants had ofl'cred to advance 
$5,000,000 to the Mexican Government on the condition 
that the Province of Texas sJiould be placed under the pro- 
tectum of Great Britain." 

President Jackson entered fully into the views of the 
slaveholders, and on the 25th August, 1829, Mr, Poin- 
sett was instructed to offer five millions for Texas, Al- 
though this bid so greatly exceeded the former, it was 
promptly rejected. The offer was, according to a Mexi- 
can journal, followed by another : " When he (Poinsett) 
found bis offer objectionable, he further insulted the 
nation by proposing a loan of ten millions (as a pawn- 
broker would) upon the pawning oi Texas until repaid, 
which insidious proposal was meant to fill the country of 
Texas with Anglo-Americans and slaves, and to hold it 
after in any event," 

The f^lure of Mr, Poinsett to obtmn from Mexico a 
stipulation to surrender fugitive slaves, gave a new stimu- 
lus to the efforts of the slaveholders to possess themselves 
(f Texas 



iLvGoo^lf 



CHAPTER II. 

INDEPENDENCE OF TEXAS. 

Thb insurrectionary efforts under Long and Edwards 
Laving failed, the Colony under Austin having yielded as 
yet no aid to the slaveholding interest in the United 
States, all hopes of acquiring Texas by purchase being 
now abandoned, and no pretest for war with Mexico ex- 
isting, the slaveholders, as a last resort, determined to 
effect the separation of the Province from the Mexican 
Republic, as a necessary preliminary to annexation. Com- 
ing events were thus shadowed forth in an article pub- 
lished in 1830, in the Arkansas Gazette: " No hopes 
need be entertained of our acquiring Texas (by purchase) 
Tintd some party more frien'dly to the United States than 
the present, shall predominate in Mexico ; and perhaps cot 
until the People of Texas shall throw off allegiance to that 
government, which they will no doubt do, so soon as they 
have a reasonable pretext for doing so. At present they 
are probably subject to as few exactions and impositions 
as any people under the sun." It will bo observed that 
the writer takes for granted that we shall acquire Texas, 
as soon as the American settlers shall have a pretext for 
revolting from Mexico. At a Congressional election held 
about this time in the State of Mississippi, the following 
interrogatories were addressed to certain of the candi- 
dates-^" Your opinion of the acquisition of Texas, and 
how— whether by force or treaty ; and whether the law* 
• Passed by Meiioo in 1?30, and i^epeiiled in 1833 
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preventing the emigration of American is n)t eiidence of 
apprehension that that province ivisliea to ^ei,<,de f om 
the Mesican Government, andivhether if r que^^ted we 
ought to give the seceders mililarj aistslance and wh'kt 
would be the effect of the icqiuaition of Texja upon the 
planting interest ?" 

" The South," said the Mobile Adiertisfr uX this time 
" wish to have Texas admitted mto the Umon for two 
reasons; first, to equalize the South with the >oith and 
secondly, as a convenient and safe place cali.ulited from 
its peculiarly good apil and Eilabiious, climate for a slai.e 
population." The same year Wi Samuel Houston of 
Tennessee, disclosed to a fncnd (Robert Mnyo M D ) 
who communicated the intelhgenue to the Pie^'ident that 
he was organizing an expedition wiih lecruits fiom tht 
United States, for the purpose ui -nrestiig Texas from 
Mexico; and soon after it was annoumed m a Louisiana 
paper, that Houston had gone to Texas, the editor adding, 
"we may expect shortly to hear of his raising his flag." 

One mode of effecting a revolution was to enlist the pe- 
cuniaiy interests of as many American citizens as possible 
in the independence of Texas. Vast grants of land had 
been made by the State Legislature to a few individuals. 
Tliese grants were of course worthless till sold out in par- 
cels. Many of the patentees resided in the United Statas, 
and joint-stock companies were formed for the sale of 
these lands. Three of the most notorious of these com- 
panies, viz.; "The Galveston Bay and Texas Company,'" 
"The Arkansas .and Texas Company," and "The Eie 
Grande Company," were established in New York. Care 
was taken to enlist prominent politicians in these compa- 
nies ; and great efforts were made to distribute the scrip, 
or certificates of partial purchases, as widely as possible. 
This scrip was of little value while Texas conliiiued undei 
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the goremmeut of Mexico, but in case 
followed by annexation might prove a fortune to the 
holder. In this maniier, a powerful pecuniary interest 
was excited in the free Stales in behalf of Texas* 

The plans of the coEspiratora in Texas were aided in 
1832, by the withdrawal of the Mexican! troops, in conse- 
quence of one of those political revolutions with which the 
Republic had been frequently afflicted since its independ- 
ence. In this state of ttrings, fresh emigrants found no 
difficulty In entering the territory with their slaves. The 
colonists, however, experienced an obstacle to then' views 
in their union with Coahidla, in as much as their repre- 
sentatives were in a minority in the Joint Legislature. 
The first step, therefore, to independence, was the disso- 
lution of the connection between the two provinces. For 
this purpose, the colonists in 1S33 organized themselves 
into a distinct and separate State. This organization was 
in direct and palpable violation of existing laws. The 
Mexican Congress refused to recognize the separate State 
of Texas. A small body of troops was sent into the in- 
Burgent territority, and driven out. The standard of re- 
bellion was raised. Texan agents traversed the United 
States, addressing public meetings, enlisting troops, aad 
despatching miliury supplies to the revolted province. 
On the 2d March, 1836, the insurgents issued their de- 
claration of iudependence,f and fifteen days after adopted 
a Constitution establbhing perpeiual slavery, 

• After the Teian revolution, an aldermnn of the New Tork 
Corporation 5ntroduood a resolution, oversowing with patriot- 
ism, an-i cnlhng upon Congress to acknowledge the independ- 
ence of Texas. iLe surprise occasioned by this eitraordiimry 
attempt lu o oivic body to influence the ibreii™ relalions of tha 
national gOTernnient, wns dissipnted by tha%iseOTery, that the 
mover of the reeolutiou was socretary to one of the Texan land 
companiea 

t Of the fitty-sevon signers to this declaration, fifty were emi- 
grants from the sluve SMes, and only throe Meiioans by birth, 
and thpse, it is said, largely interested in Tesan land specu- 
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CHA'PTEB III. 



The Government of the United States has at all times 
been liberal in its professiona of neutrality in regard to 
belligerents, and has on various occasions endeavored to 
prevent its citizens from engaging in hostilities against 
friendly powers. In 1793, President Washington issued 
his proclamation warning American citizens against " com- 
mitting, aiding or abetting hostilities ag^st any of the 
Powers at war," and threatening with prosecution alE 
who should "violate the laws of nations," with respect to 
the belligerents. Washington's subsequent acts abun- 
dantly evinced the sincerity of his proclamation. 

In 1806, President Jefferson issued a proclamafion de- 
claring, that " sundry persons, citizens of the United 
States, are conspiring and confederating together to be- 
^n and set on foot a military expedition against the do- 
minions of Spain ; fitting out and arming vessels in the 
western waters of the United States; coUecling- arms, 
military stores and other means ;" and he commands all 
such persons to cease all further proceedings as they will 
"incur prosecutions with all the rigor of the law." He 
moreover enjoined it upon ail military ofHcers of the army 
and navy of the United States, "to be vigilant in bring- 
ing to condign punishment persona engaged in those un- 
lawful enterpiTzes." 
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In 1815 a similar proclamation was issued by President 
Madison ag^nst persons cliiefly in Louisiana, who were 
preparing to invade the Spanish provinces. 

In 1838, President Van Buren by proclamation inform- 
ed the citizens of the northern, frontier who were aiding 
the Canadian rebels, that, by comptomitting the neu- 
trality of the Government, they would render themselves 
liable to arrest and punishment, "under the laws of the 
United States, which will be rigidly enforced." 

It thus appears that from 1193 to 1838, our Govern- 
ment had acknowledged the duty, and professed the abi- 
lity, to punish its citizens for violating the neutral obliga- 
tions of the nation. 

In 1835 and 1836, Teias was at open war with Mesico, 
part of the time as an insurgent province, and part of the 
time as a separate Republic. Tho first official act of the 
government manifesting its sympathy for the insurgents, 
■was the appointment in 1835 oi four consuls to reside 
among them. The appointment was of itself insulting to 
the Mexican government, and was undoubtedly made for 
the purpose of stationing in Texas confidential agents who 
might facilitate the progress of revolt, independence, and 
annexation. 

The embarrassment and perplexity into which Mexico 
was thrown by the revolt of Texas, and the aid openly 
furnished the insurgents from the United States, encour- 
aged the Cabinet at Washington once more to press their 
proposal for purchase, and Mr. Butler, the minister in 
Mexico, was instructed (16th August, 1836), to nego- 
ciate for a cession of the territory bounded by the Kio 
Grande from its source to the 37th degree north latitude, 
and thence to the Pacific including the whole of Texas, 
Santa Fe, and a large portion of California !* 
• Es. Doc. lat Scts., 25th Congress 
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It may readily be supposed tliat theFederal adminis- 
tration was not very zealous in prohibiting succor to the 
Tesans, wlio were laboring to secure to the United States 
a very large portion of this coveted territory. 

On the 29tli October, 1835, the Mexican Minister in- 
foiined the Secretary of State that no less tlian twelve 
vessels were about to smI from New York and New Or- 
leans with military stores, and that on the 10th of the 
month an armed schooner had sailed from New Orleans 
for Texas, without papers from the Mexican Consul, and 
he demanded the interposilion of the Government to pre- 
vent such breaches of neutrality. In consequence of this 
application, the Secretary (Mr. Forsyth) addressed a cir- 
cular to various United States' Attorneys, directing them 
to " prosecute all violations of those laws of the United 
States which have been enacted for the purpose of pre- 
serving peace and of fulfiUing the obligations of treaties 
with foreign nations." The cold generahty of this cir- 
cular indicated the temper and wishes of its author, which 
were no doubt perfectly understood by the prosecuting 
ofEcers to whom the order was addressed. ■ Notwith- 
standing the publicity and notoriety of the "violations," 
not an individual was ever punished for participating in 
them, nor was an officer of the Government ever ilismissed 
or ccnsiAred for treating the circular as a mere matter of 
fonn. A few months after the date of the circular, Mr, 
N. C. Read, United States' District Attorney in Ohio, 
addressed a public meeting in that State, called ia aid of 
the Texans, and proposed the following resolution, which 
was adopted ;— " Resolved, that no law, human or divine, 
except such as are framed by tyrants, and for their bene- 
fit, forbids OUT assisting the Texans ; and such law, if any 
exists, we do not as Americans choose to obey." At the 
same meeting, a Committee was openly appointed " to 
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assist Captain Lawrence in raising reci-uits and funds for 
the cause of Texas." We have no evidence that tLe ex- 
ti'aordinarj' conduct of the Ohio prosecuting ofiicer im- 
paired the confidence the Government had placed in him. 
Nevertheless, Mr. Forsyth assured the Mexican Minister 
that " all measures enjoined and warranted by law have 
been and will conlinue to be taien to enforce respect by 
the citizens of the United States within their jurisdiction 
to tbe neutrality of tiis Government." 

The declaration of Mr. Van Buren, the personal friend 
of General Jackson, and his successor in office, is a 
sfnguiar commentary on this official and solemn pledge. 
" Nothing is either more true or more extensively known, 
than that Texas was wrested from Mexico, and her in- 
dependence established through the instrumentality of 
citizens of the United States." * 

To a second remonstrance from the Mexican Minister 
against the aid so openly and scandalously aJForded by 
American citizens to the Tesans, Mr. Forsyth returned, 
29th Januarj', 1836, the following most extraordinary 
reply : " No sooner was it apparent that the disjmU 
between Texas and the dominant pirty in the other Mexi- 
can States would he carried to extremities, and indications 
observed of a design in some of the citizens of the United 
States to taie a part in the struggle, all the measures in 
his power were adopted by the President to prevent any 
interference that could by posability involve the United 
States in the dispute, or give just occasion for suspicions 
of an unfriendly design on the part of the Government tc 
intermeddle in the domestic quarrel of a neighboring 
State." 

Six days before these solemn and official assurances 

were given, a course of measures bad been commenced 

• Printed Letter to Mr. Haramet, SOth April, 1844, 
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by the President which e-thibits the lery pecul ir -view he 
was pleased to take of neutral obli^tions 

On the 23rd Januarj Geneial Games was directed to 
take a po'.ition near the i^esttm frjntier of the State of 
Louisiana to present the contending pirties from enter 
ing into the United States territory ' He naa reminded 
that, hy treaty with Mexi o each power is required to 
prevent by force all hoilihhes and incursions on the 
part of Indian nations within their rebpective boucdanes 
Supposing this order to have been given in gjod faith its 
sole object could h,iie been to piotect the lexans fum 
assaults by American Indians There was no reason 
whatever to apprehend Ihit the Tesans Amencans them 
selves, and dailv lei-eiving supplies from their counfrv 
men, would make hostile incursnns info the American 
territory. The Mexicans had neither the disposition nor 
the ability to mvade the Umted States There was more 
over, no pi oof that the Amencm Indians intended any 
aggressions upon the Tesans The army was stationed 
on the front er of leias for objects very different fiom 
those which were avowed Commanded by a General 
devoted to the cause of annexation it ga^e countenance 
and support to tiie Tt'tans, in their slru^gle and should 
more efficient aid be needed, no small portion of its men, 
arms, and ammunition, would readily find their way into 
the Texan camp It is to be observed, moreover, that 
Games was not directed to present American citizens 
from compromitdng tJie neutrality of the Oovemment. 
Regiment, raised m the Soutliem States might fieely pass 
his tent on their way to wage war against a friendly 
power. In deference to our treaty stipulations, Indians 
were to be lestramed from euterrag Mexico but foes far 
more dan^^eious to the Mexicans than '^a'v ages were to 
hare free admittance Geueial Games wis t willinc in- 
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strument ; and, in acknowledging tlie receipt of the orders 
sent to him, showed that he tlioroughly underetood tho 
purposesforwhichthey were issued. "Should I (said 
he in his letter to the beer tary of "W ir of 20th M ch 
1836 *) find any di-^positnn on the pirt of the Mexeans 
or their red hrdhren to menace our front er I cannot hnl 
deem it my dutv not only to 1. old the troops of mj com 
roand in reidmeas for action in dtf<,nce of our slenier 
frontiei but to antit.tpate their lawless mo\ements hy 
crossing out supposed or tmaaina)^ national boundary 
and meetng thi. savage marauders whereier they ma^ le 
found in their approach towards our frontier In other 
words, he would march to the rescue of Texas, should the 
Mexican forces advance into the revolted province. A 
few days after the date of this letter, the General, in his 
hot zeal, made a requisition on the Governors of Louis- 
iana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee, each for a 
battaUon of volunteers to protect the frontiers ! The Ge- 
neral and the Cabinet acted in perfect unison. The for- 
mer had hinted his readiness to cross the ima^nanj 
boundary, for ihe purpose of anticipoimg the approach of 
the Mesicans. The latter, on the 26th April, informed 
hira there was reason to heheve the Indians would be in- 
duced to join the Mexicans, and in that case, should the 
contending parties appronck the frontier, he may advance 
as far as NACoorociiES. On the ith May, he is informed 
"that the Secretary of War had written to the Governors 
of Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, and Ala- 
bama, requiring them to furnish him with such militia 
force as he may require to protect the "Western frontier of 
the United States from hostile incursions." The General 
had, on his own responsibiHty, called for four battalions 
from four States. The President, still more provident, 
• Ek. Do(!„ l^t SPSS. 24th Cong, Vol. 6. 
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gives him power to call for an unlimited number of Militia 
from no less ths.n Jive Slates. And why were these vast 
powers confided to Gaines ?— and what and where was 
the enemy against whom this unnumbei-ed Militia was to 
be poured forth by all these States ? Kotan Indian, not 
a Texan, not a Mexican, bad invaded our tenitory. The 
country was at peace ; nor were there even rumors of ap- 
proaching war. To understand the management of Gaines 
and hia employers, it must be recollected that adventurers 
were now flocking to Texas, and that Texan agents were 
organiziiig in the Southern States military expeditions to 
rescue the province from the dominion of Mexico. A let- 
ter from one of these men, Felix Houston, dated Natchez, 
Mississippi, 4th March, 1836. and pubhshed in the jour- 
nals of the day, will suffice to show the character of these 
expeditions. " I contemplate starting for Texas about 1st 
May next, and expect to take with me about five hundred 
emigranla. I am maiing preparations for anns, ammuni- 
tion, uniforms, Ac., &c , at an expense of $40,000. I shall 
have a rendezvous, and begin to send on supplies by the 
1st May." Of course, such expeditions were a drain 
upon the pockets of slaveholders, as well as upon the 
treasury of Texas. The device of the Cabinet, in per- 
mitting General Gaines to collect volunteers on the fron- 
tier of Texas, from no less than five States, at the public 
expense, obviated the only serious difficulty experienced in 
raising within the United States a military force for wrest- 
ing Texas from Mexico. Recruits for Texas might now, 
under the requisitions of the President, and the plenipo- 
tentiary discretion of the General, be equipped and trans- 
ported from the neigliboring States to Nacogdoches, in 
Texas, at the cost of the United States. When once in 
Texas, they might fight the Mexicans if they pleased, but 
tbey were sent there to "protect ik^ frontier ';" and, io 
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Bending them for sucli a purpoBC, the President of cowre« 
violated none of the ohligations of neuti-ality, and afforded 
the Mexicans no cause for coniplpJnt ! General Gaines 
had been authorized to advance aa far as Nacogdoches; 
but circumstances might occur to render it expedient for 
him to go sfiU farther, and the administration hoWly re- 
served to themselves the privilege of sending him and his 
army wherever tJicy pleased. The Mexican Minister vety 
naturally remonstrated agamst the invasion of Mexican 
territory fay the American army. Mr. Forsytli very coolly 
repUed (May 10th), "tbat to pvlect Mexico from Ame- 
rican Indians, and to protect our frontiers from Mexican 
Indians, our troops might, if necessary, be sent info the 
heaH of Mexico." 

It would seem that neither General McComb, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the army, nor the Governor of Louis- 
iana, had been admitted into the secrets of tlie Cabinet. 
On the 26th of April, tLe foiiuer addressed a letter to 
the Secretary of War, from New Orieans. informing him 
that the Governor insists that it is unnecessary " to send 
to the frontiers of the State ani/ troops, as the country 
was not invaded, nor likely in his opinion to be invaded ; 
and further, he was impressed with the beUef, that it was 
a scheme of those interested in the Toian speculations, 
who had been instrumental in making Generaf Gaines 
believe that the Mexican authorilies were tampering with 
the Indians within our boundaries; and at the same time 
exciting, by false representations here, the sympathies of 
the people in favor of the Tesans, with a view of inducing 
the authorilies of the United States to iend , their aid in 
raising; in this city a force, composed of interested persons, 
who shoidd move to the Texan frontier under the call of 
General Gaines, and a/Urwards, under fahe pretemums, 
uetually manh into Terns, nnd take. jKirt in tire war now 
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MBjtrajr between the Texans and the Government of Mexico ; 
and all this at the expense of the United States, and con- 
seguentli) with the implied sanction of the Government. 

This letter affords ao amusing instance of the simplicity 
of the commanding Genera!, who supposed he was giving 
information to the Government when detailing the natu- 
ral and intended consequences of its own measures. The 
General did not know what is proved by official docu- 
ments, that the device of placing an army on the frontiers 
of Texas originated with the Cabinet, and not with Gaines. 

The troops, in obedience to ordyra from Washington, 
marched info Texax, and took a position at Nacogdoches. 
Immediately, Houston, the Texan President, issued his 
proclamation, pretending that the Indians were about to 
attack Hacogdoches, and calling on the militia " to sus- 
tain the United States troops at this place," and to report 
tkemseloes to the United States Commander. The object 
of the proclamation was two-fold, first, to impress both 
Texans and Mexicans with the military aid to be granted 
the former by the United" States, — and secondly, to array, 
as soon as possible, the Teian militia under the Ameri- 
can Genci'al. 

An American officer at Nacogdoches, indignant at the 
perfidious conduct of the Govemment, thus gave vent to 
his inditmntion in a letter published at the time in the 
Army and Navy Chronicle. Speaking of the object of 
taking their present position, he remarked, " It is to cre- 
ate tlie impression in Terns and Mexico, that the Govern- 
ment of the United States takes a part in the controversy. 
It is in fact lending to the cause of Texas all the aid which 
it can derive from the countenance and apparent support 
of the United States, besides placing our troops in a situ- 
ation to take an active part in aid of the Texans, in case a 
reverse of their afiairs should render aid necessary." 
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One of tbe practical results of seuding troops into 
Texas is given in tlie follo^ring estract from tho Peiuaeola 
Gazette: — "About tlie middle of kst month, General 
Gaines sent sn officer of the United States army into 
Texas, to reclaim some deserters. He found them already 
enlisted in the Tesan service, to the number of two hun- 
DBKD, They still wore the uniform of our army, but re- 
fused, of course, to return. This is a mw view of our 
Texan relations." 

When our troops were no longer needed in Texas, they 
were withdrawn, and sent to fight tbe Seminoles in Flo- 
rida. General Gaines now issued a proclamation, offering 
a full pardon to those who had "absented themselves 
from their re^menis," provided they returned by a cer- 
tain day. As these absentees, commonly called deserters, 
had been serving tbe cause of slavery in Texas, the mercy 
of the General was cordially extended to them. 

When the Govemment thus evinced its sympathy for 
Texas, and sent its army among the Insurgents to counte- 
nance, and, if necessary, protect them, it could not be 
expected that the partisans of Texas in tbe United States, 
would be very regardful of the laws of neutrality. A few 
extracts from the journals of that day will show tbe pub- 
licity with which the people of tbe United States made 
war upon a friendly power : — 

"Wao HILL GO TO Texas' Major J W Hane> of 
Lincolnton has been autbonzed by me, with tho consent 
of Major General Hunt, an agent m the western counties 
of North Carolina, to re:,ene and eniol volunteer emi 
grants to Te\as, and will conduct such as may wi=li to 
emigrate to that Republic, about the 1st October nest, at 
the expense of tlte Repvblic of Texas. 

" J. P. Hhkderson, 
" Brig.-Gen. of the Texan Army." 
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" Three hundred Men for Texas. General Dunlap 
of TeoDessee is about to proceed to Texas with the above 
number of men. Eterxj man is complelel>, armed, the 
corps having been originally raised for the Florida 
War." 



"This morning more than 200 n...,, ™uima»o«a oy 
Colonel Wilson, and on tteir way to Texas, passed this 
place in the Tuskina, with drums beating and fifes play- 
ing. They will be followed by 300 men more, all from 
old Kentucky." 

In vain did the Mexican Minister, from time to time, 
caU the attention of the Government to these violations of 
neutraJity. Notwithstanding the solemn and repeated 
assurances given by the Secretary of State, not a serious 
effort was made to arrest the tide of war which was roll- 
ing from the United States upon the Mexican territory 
No proclamation was issued, warning our citizens of their 
duties and responsibilities ; no mstruclJons were given, as 
in former in tances to military officers, to arrest the vio- 
Utors of our neutrality Jefferson had succeeded in 
bringing a man lately one of the highest functionaries in 
thecountn to tnal for secretly planning an invasion of 
the Spanish dominions Jackson, one of the most ener- 
getic Presidents that ever occupied the executive chair 
never enforced the penalties of the law on one individual 
of the miny thousands who openly perpetrated the crime 
which Burr had only designed. 

When commanding in the southern department, Genmil 
Jackson thought proper to put to death two foreigners, 
named Arbuthnot and Ambrisfer, accused of aiding the 
Indians in their ho<^tiht ea and thus expressed himself in 
his order for their execution :-^" It is an established prin- 
ciple of the law of nations, that any individual, of any 
nation, making war against the citizens of another nation. 
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tkey being at pea-ce, forfeits his alle^ance, and becomes 
an outlaw and a piraf«," 

The " established principle of the law of nations," an- 
nounced by the (reneral, was not recognized by the Pre- 
sident when his own personal and political friends were 
the outlaws and pirates, and were struggling to effect an 
object most dear to his own heart. Oo the 10th May, 
1836, General Gaines transmitted to the President the 
news of the victory of the Texans at San Jacinto, over 
Santa Anna, and indulged the anticipation that in conse- 
quence of the victory, " this maonificbnt acquisitiom to 
oc» UNIOM " would grace his admioistratkra. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



KTTOBTa OF THE ADMINISTRATION T 
MEXICO. 



The distracted and esLausted state of Mesico, the energy 
and rapidily increasing numbers of the Texans, the vast 
supplies they were daily receiving from the United States, 
together with the presence of a friendly army, i-eady, 
when necessary, to interpose between them and the 
eaemy, all combined to render the issue of the struggle 
ceiUin. Texas, it was seen, would become independent 
otMexico. But her independence would not necessarily 
add to the political power of the slave-holding interest ia 
the United States. For this purpose annexation was in- 
dispensable. But annexation could not be effected at 
present, without drawing after it a war with Mexico, and 
this obvious consequence strengthened the objections en- 
tertmned to the measure at the North. It was well 
ascertained that no treaty of annexation, especially at the 
price of a Mexican war, would at present receive the 
sanction of Congress. But, if Mexico could be induced to 
commence hostilities against the United States, or should 
her conduct justifj a declaration of war against her, then 
onepoweriul obstacle to annexation wf uld be removed, 
and Tei^ would lecome our= ty nghi of conquest, and 
with the unanimous consent of hir inhabitants. Every 
attempt to purchase Texas h id f uled and all hope of ac- 
quiniig it bj this meins was abandoned on the termma- 
tion of Mr Butier s ftuitltss missun From this time, tlie 
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policy of the administration was to force Mexico into a 
war. The commeDcement of this new poKcy was the ad- 
vanoe-of American troops into Texas, on the pretence of 
protecting the frontier against Indians. 

On the 5th of August, 1836, the President, in a letter 
to tlie Governor of Tennessee, count«nranded a requisi- 
sition by Giunes for troops, assigning this remarkable rea- 
son : " There is no information to justify the apprehension 
of hostilities to any serious extent from the Western In- 
dians." 

The victory of San Jacinto had now been won, and the 
President probably thought that Genera] Gaines's zeal ia 
behalf o£ Texas was putting the country to unnecessary 
expense. Why the order countermanding the Generara 
requia.tioQ was not given through the Secretary of War 
does not appear. Possibly it was deemed most prudent 
not to put the important admission we have quoted/ on 
record in the War Office, and it is to some accident or 
carelessness that we are indebted for this letter, among 
the official documents published by Congress. Let its 
date be kept in mind. 5iA August, 1836, 

On the 10th of the succeeding September, the Mexican 
Minister at Washington wrote to the Secretary of State, 
»nd, referring to some newspaper statements that the 
United States troops had invaded the Mexican territory, 
iverred that, if this invasion was sanctioned by the Gov- 
ernment, his mission must terminate. And what reply 
fffls returned ? Did the Government apologize for the 
nvasion as having been induced by false reports ? Did it 
tcknowledge, that there was now '' no information to 
ustify the apprchenaon of hostilities to any serious ex- 
ent from our Western Indians," and liat therefore the 
roops should be immediately recatled ? Far different was 
he response returned. The Secretary of State admitted 
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that American troops were then stationed at Nagadoclies, 
and further, that on the ilh of that month the President had 
instructed General Gaines to enter the Mexican territory, 
if he shall be satisfied, " that any body of Indians who 
disturb the peace of the frontier of the United States, 
receive assistance or shelter within the Mexican terri- 

The Minister denied that Mexico had any wish to ex- 
cite the Indians against the United States, and he formally 
demanded the withdrawal of the troops from the Mexican 
territory (Texas). This demand was, on the 13th Octo- 
ber, met by a flat refusal — a refusal coupled with insult. 
I'he Minister was informed hy our Secretaiy of State, that 
by treaty each party was bound to restrain its own Indi- 
ans from making hostile incursions upon the territories of 
the other ; and, as Mexico had not tlie ability to fulfil her 
engagement, the United States had the right in self- 
defence to occupy her territory. Not a particle of evi- 
dence was adduced to show that the frontiers of the 
United States were menaced by Mexican Indians — not an 
argument advanced to prove the necessity of our army 
advancing into Texas in self-defence, and the whole pre- 
text is stamped with the brand of impudent falsehood, by 
tfte confession made to the Governor of Tennessee by the 
President in the letter we have quoted. 

Two days after this insult to Mexico, her Minister de- 
manded his passports.* This was a great point g^ned 
by the administration. Diplomatic intercourse with Mex- 
ico was so far interrupted ; and the rupture, if properly 
managed, might result in war, and consequently in annex- 
ation. While in the very act of infiicling the grossest 
outrages upon Mexico, and amid professions of neutrahty 
as ardent as they were false, the administration thought it 
• See E>. Doc. 2ii Sesa., 24lh Cong. Vol T. 
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expedient to r use a note of wailing for the injuries com- 
mitted liy Mexico upon Amencan citizens accompanied 
with the most obsfreoerous Llaniors for compensation. 

Tlie public haie htaid niuuh but understood little, 
about " Our claims upon Mexico It is not probable that 
one in a thousand of tho-se who declaim about Mexican 
outrages is just fjmg the war against that Republic, 
know whereof they afliim Before entering upon an ex- 
amination of our claims upcn Mexico it may be well to 
state two of the genera! pnnciples which hy the laws and 
usages of nations limit (he interteience of a government 
in behalf of the deminds of ata citizens upon foreign pow- 
ers for the redress of alleged gnevances 

Complaints groning out of contracts entered into by 
citizens of one country with the Government of another, 
are not properly subjects fjr mtemationil discussion 
Our Government would not t leiate for a moment, a re 
monstrance fiom (he Bntish Cabinet in behilt of an Eng 
lishman employed in our arsenals or ship-yards, who 
complmned that he had not been piid his stipulated 
wages. 

Where by treaty a foreigner la entitled to seek redress 
in the courts of the country in which his alleged injury 
has been receiied his Goiemment is not permitted io 
convert his wrong, whether real or imaginary, into a 
national grievance. Should an English subject be as- 
saulted in our streets, defrauded by his debtor, or falsely 
imprisoned by a police officer, his Government could not 
demand of ours redress for his sufferings. Were these 
two principles to bo disregarded, and were Governments 
to insist on sitting in judgment on the contracts their sub- 
jects might form with foreign powers, or on the quarrels 
in which they might be involved abroad, it is very evident 
that the peace of the world would be perpetually dis- 
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turbed. Yet these principles, as we shall see hereafter, 
have been set at naught in many of the claims preferred 
by the American Government on that of Mexico. 

But the subject of these claims is so important in itself, 
and so indicative of the determination of the Cabinet at 
Washington to provoke a war with Mexico, as to demand 
8 separate chapter. 
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On the 20th July, 1836, shortly after the victory of San 
Jacinto, and the captivity of the President of Mexico, the 
Secretaiy of State sent to Mr. ElUs, our Minister, a list of 
fifteen complaints against the Republic, accompanied with 
the strange acknowledgment that " the Department is 
not in possession of 'proof of all the circumstances of the 
wrong done in the above cases, as represented hy the 
aggrieved parties." The Cabinet deemed it expedient to 
prefer the complainfa without loss of time, and to seek 
afterwards for proof to establish them. 

But the most extraordinary part of this procedure, and 
which reveals the anxiety of the Government to bring on 
a rupture with Mexico, is the course prescribed to Ellis. 
He is ordered to demand such reparation " as those accu- 
mulated wrongs may be found to require." If no satis- 
factory answer shall be given in three weeks, he was to 
announce, that, unless redress shall be afforded without 
unnecessary delay, his further residence would be useless. 
If this threat proved unavwling, he was to notify the 
Government that, unless a satisfactory answer was re- 
turned in two weeks, he should ask for his passport, and 
at the expiration of the fortnight, he is to return home, if 
no satisfactory answer is received. The Mexican Minister 
had already, for the reasons we have stated, left Wash- 
mgton ; and here we see a contrivance for withdrawing our 
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Minister from Mexico in a manner highly irritating and 
insulting. All diplomatic relations between the two coun- 
tries being thus interrupted, and for the alleged reason 
that Mesico had refused to pay our just demands, the way 
would he open for reprisals, and consequently tvar would 
follow. 

It will be obseired, too, that the responsibility of tA. 
ing the momentous step which was almost neeessaniy to 
lead to hostilities, was adroitly thrown upon the diserelum 
of a Missisappi slaveholder, eager to cnlaige the slate 
territory bytheannexation of Te^is Mr Ellis was to 
judge whether the reparation ofleied was such as our 
" accumulated wrongs" required ; he was to decide what 
was unnecessai'y delay, and he alone to detLrmme whether 
the answers he received were or were not hat]sfictory 

We will now notice the fifteeo Etneiancea thi^ ledies^ 
of which in a manner which Mr. Powl3atti,u Elhs nught 
deem sufficiently salisfactory and j»omj>f was. to be the 
sine qua non of peace or war, 'W e entieat the reader s 
patience while we enumerate these giievanees and tht, 
replies to them, because as he will see hereafter it wts for 
these that our diplomatic intercourse with Mexi(,> wis 
broken off, and that the President recommended to Coa 
gress, a measure equivalent to a declaration of war The 
claims afterwards urged, can of course aftord no justihta 
tion or apology for the conduct of the admmisttation 
founded exclusively on the Ji/tem transmitted to Mr 
Ellis. They were in substance as follows : 

1, AnAmerican,of the name of Baldwin, hadin 1832, 
unjust judgments given against him in the Mexican courts, 
and on one occasion, on account of an altercation between 
him and a magistrate, he was sentenced to the stocks. 
He resisted, and attempted to escape, and fell and injured 
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his leg. He was thereupon seized, put into tlie stocks, 
and afturwards imprisoned. 

2. The American vessel Topaz, was chartered by tiie 
Mexican Government in 1832, to convey troops. The 
master and mate were murdered by the soldiers, the crew 
imprisoned, and the vessel seized and used in the Mexican 

3. The American vessel Brazoria, was seized in 1832, and 
employed in a military expedition, without compensation. 

4. Two American steamboats were taken possession of 
by Mexican officers, and used without compensation, 
in 18S3. 

.'i. Capt. McKeig^ R-as imprisoned at Tabasco, in 1834, 
and an enormous fine imposed upon him, "without cause.'' 

e. The American vessel Paragon, was causelessly fired 
into hy a Mexican schooner, in 1834, 

1. Tlie American brig Ophir, was seized and con- 
demned in 1835, at Campeachy, because by some mistake, 
the pi'oper papers were not shown at the Custom-house. 

8. The American vessel Martha, was seized at Galves- 
ton, in 1835, for alleged violation of the revenue laws, 
and the passengers, accused of an intention to use fire 
arms against a guard placed on hoard, were put in irons. 

9. The American vessel Hannah Elizabeth, stranded in 
1835, on the coast, was boarded by soldiers, and the crew 
imprisoned, and pillaged of their clothes. The crew were 
afterwards released. 

10. Two American citizens were arrested in Metamoras, 
in 1836, by a party of soldiers, who struck one of them 
m the face with a sword. They were temporarily confined 
on suspicion of an intention to proceed to Texas. Sen- 
tinels were placed at the Cossdl's door, under false pre- 
tences. Soldiers broke info his gate, searched his house, 
and took from his j-ard a mare and two ajiiles. 
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11. Mr. Slocum, bearer of despatehes, was in 1830, 
detained and fined, for carrying official letters. 

12. The American schooner Jiclipse, was in 1836, 
detained at Tabasco, and her master and crew, mal-treated 
by the authorities. 

13. The American schooner Compeer, and other vessels, 
were iii-I83G, forcibly detained at Metamoras. 

14. The United States revenue-cutter Jefferson, in 
1836, arrived off the harbor of Tampico, and was forbidden 
to enter. An officer and boat's crew, on landing, were 
temporarily arrested. 

15. The American vessel Northampton, was wrecked 
in 1836, near Tabasco, and taken possession of by Cus- 
tom-house officers and soldiers. The crew remonstrated, 
and the captwn was wounded. More than half of tho 
goods saved from the wreck were pillaged, and lost, by the 
revenue officers and soldiers. The Consul complmned, 
but obtained no redress. 

Such are the fifteen " accumulated wrongs," complained 
of by tho Araeiicau Government, and ordered lo be for- 
mally presented by Mr. Ellis. It will be obser\ed, that 
not one of them is alleged to have been committed by the 
Mexican Government. No law, no act of the Government, 
is complained of. Custom'-house officers may act illegally, 
and soldiers may commit outrages, police officers and 
magistrates may be guilty of oppression, and yet the 
Government be wholly ignorant of the offences committed. 
Millions and mUlions of American property have been 
seized, by virtue of orders issued directly by the Govem- 
raents of England and France ; yet in no instance, did 
the American Cabinet venture to hazard the peace of the 
country, by demanding reparation within a specified 
numlier of daz/s. On the contrary, the settlement of our 
claims upon other nations, was preceded by protracted 
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negotiatioQS. Our claims for the value of slaves carried 
away by the British forces, in 1815, were not settled and 
•paid, till 1826. Indemnity for French spoliations on our 
commerce, from 1806 to 1813, was not received till 1834. 
In these cases, our claims were not a pretext for war, and 
cotisequently their payment was not hazarded by an 
insulting demand for a satisfactory reply in (wo weeks. 

Several of the fifteen complaints we have enumerated, 
if well founded, did not justify national interference, 
being injuries for which the sufferers were entitled to seek 
redress in the Mexican courts ; others were proper sub- 
jects for inquiry and remonstrance ; not one afforded a 
legitimate cause for war, for not one bad been ordered, or 
as yet justified by the Mexican Government. 

The extreme haste with which Mexico was required to 
redress tliese complaints, is the more extraordinary when 
we recollect, that the alleged grievances were mostly of 
recent date. The compl^nt of Baldwin, was the oldest, 
viz. : five years standing; three others occurred four years 
before, two in 1834, three in 1835, and the other nin^ 
within less than twelve months of the instructions to 
Mr. Ellis. 

It BO happened, that before Mr, Forsyth's despatch 
reached the minister, iteo of the fifteen wrongs, the 
eleventh and fourteenth, had been settied to the satisfac- 
tion of the latter. Through the i^orance of a Post-raaster, 
Mr. Slocum had been fined $6, for a supptwed violation of 
the law in carrying letters. The government, on learning 
the affair, censured the Post-master, and remitted the fine. 
The revenue cutter Jefferson was refused admittance 
into the harbor of Tampico, only because the port was 
closed against all foreign vessels, without exception ; and 
the commander of Tampico, had been removed for hia 
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harshness in temporarily confining the American officer 
and crew who had landed. 

On the 26th September, Ellis laid before the Mexican 
Minister in writing, the ihirleen. remaining grievances, and 
was promptly assured that they would be investigated. 
As most of these complaints related to acts recently com- 
mitted by Custom-house officers and otker officials, it was 
probable that the letter of the 26th September, was the 
first notice of them, that the Government had ever re- 
ceived ; yet on the 20th October following, less thmx four 
weeks from the date of the first letter, Ellis announced to 
the Government, tliat unless the wrongs complained of, 
are redressed without unnecessary delay, " his farther resi- 
dence in Mexico would be useless." 

To this insulting missive, a calm, dignified reply was 
returned the nexl diiy. Ellis is reminded that a delay in 
answering a note is not a sufficient cau^^ for breaking o£f 
a negotiation ; and that, to decide on the grievances pre- 
sented, documents were to be collected from various offices 
in different parts of the Republic. He was informed, that 
measures bad already been taken to procure the requisite 
documents, and promised that, when these were received, 
the decision of the government would be communicated 
to him. Well did John Quiicy Adams rem.-iili in a note 
to his printed speech in Congress in 1838, " From the 
day of the battle ef San Jacinto, everj- movement of the 
administration of this Union appears to have been made 
for the express purpose of breaking off negotiations, and 
precipitating a war, or of Jh'ffhteiiinj Mexico into the ces-, 
sioit of not only Texas, but the whole course of the Sio del 
Norte, and five degrees of latitude across their contimnt to 
the South Sea. The instructions of the 20th July, 1836, 
from the Secretary of State to Mr. Ellis almost imme- 
diately after the battle, were evidently premeditated to 
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produce rupture, and were but too faithfully carried into 
execution. His (Ellis's) kHter of the 30th October, 183G, 
to Mr. Monasterio was the premonitoiy symptom, and no 
true-hearted citizen of this uninn can read it, and the 
answer to it on the next day by Mr, Monasterio, without 
Mushing for his conntrv." But neither Ellis nor hia em- 
ployers ncre m the h^itat of blushing and on the 4th 
&o*ember the Mini^iter in pursuance ol his mstructicni 
gave formal notice that unless hia LomiJaints were sitia 
factorily answcied in two weels he should dciund 1 s 
passports ' 

It was onlj to i feeble nation and one whose hostility 
was courted for ulterior de*ij,ns that the admini tration 
woiJi haie 1 izirded such msolenre Mp\ilo sensible 
ot hei feebl nes'i d d not reaciit the insult and Mi Ellis 
received an iniwer withiii the number of dajs he liad as 
si^'ned llie Jlesican Secietary remarked tlidt by the 
eiiafing treaty, citizens ot ei het country were entitled to 
bring their grievances before the tribunals of the other, and 
hence it was unnecessary for their respective governments 
to interfere to procure that justice for them which the courts 
of law were ready to afford ;* and that complaints agmnst 

* The 14tli Art. of the treaty between the United States and 
Mejcioo guaranteed proteotidh to t!ie persona wid property of 
the citizeng of ench, " leftying open and tree to them tbe tribu- 
nals of justice for their judioiol recourse, on tlie aiime terma 
which are usual Find customary with the niitives or oitiiena of 
the coantrj in which they may be." Mr. Forsyth availed hiin- 
Bclf of this article of tho treaty in his reply (January 20tli, 
18S6), to «. demand A-om the Mexican Government fVir the pun- 
ishmeut of the Cagitaia of an Amcriciui armed ship, for an al- 
leged outrage coQunitled by liim on a, Mexican veHsel. The Sec- 
retary remarked, " 2So( We cowls of Hit United Slakt arn frcdy 
crpen te ail perami ia their JHrisJktiim. u-An may consider tliniiteivci 
ta hone been agisrieved in cantravmlvm of imr ham aiid treaties." 
This application of tho treaty to Mexican complaints was ex- 
ceedingly convenient ; but its application to American eomplofnts 
was indignantly refosed by Mr. Ellis in his reply of t!ie 15th 
November of the same year, lie declared tliat " the opinioa ex' 
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officers of the customs should not be made subjects of ne- 
gociation, for the reason that Americana have tlie same 
means of redress in the tribunals of the country as the 
Mexiciins themselves. Nevertheless, tlie goveniment will 
not decline to eiramine the complaints preferred by Mr. 
Ellis. These, it will be recollected, had been reduced to 
thirteen, and tbcy were thus answered : 

1. As to Mr. Baldwin, whatever may have been bis 
wrongs, ho ought to have sought redress in Mexican 
courts. It was probable his behanoi had hpen impropt r, 
as six criminal prosecutions were pending igim'-t him 
The government had no power to interfert, bLtween liti 
gant parties ia courts of justice ; but it bid sigmfied to 
the authorities the wish that justice might be awarded to 
Biildwin with promptitude and impartiahly 

2. The government understands that the Topaz whi h 
wa.s chartered to convey troops, was wiecked that attei 
she was stranded, and while the soldiers were m the hoUl 
the American crew shut the hatches upon them, and mur- 
dered three Mexictm officers who were upon deck. That 
the object of the crew was to carry off the money on 
board ; that the soldiers forced the hatches, attacked the 
crew, kiiled one, and secured the others for trial. 

3. The Brazoria was pressed into the service of the 
Texan colonists by Austin, and had been abandoned by 
her owner with protest for loss and damages. The Minis- 
ter of War had ordered her to be sold, and the proceeds 
paid into the treasury. On proof of ownership, the 
Government was ready to pay an equitable indemnity. 

4. As to the steam-boats detained, the a 



pressed bj; the Hon. Mr. Monaaterio which limits the citiii 
of the United States having certain claims agftinat the Govei 
raent, to resort ta the judicial tribunals qf Mexico for inde 
nity, ia wholly iixiefenaiblc." 
Ei Documents, 24ih Congress, 2 Sess,, Vol. 8., Doo. 139. 
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a contract with the owner, who is now in debt to the 
Government. Nothing is due to him ; but if he tbinka 
otherwise, let him establish his claims before the tri- 
bunals. 

5. The case of Captain Keige has been inveati^ted. 
Had the Government has ordered the offending officer lo 
be prosecuted, and will indemnify Captain Kein-o. 

6. Orders have been given for the tiial of the officer 
who fired into the Paragon ; but the result of the trial is 
not jet known. 

7. In the case of the Ophir no wrong was done. The 
vessel was properly condemned for want of the necessary 
papers. An appeal was taken to a higher court, before 
which the missing papers were produced, and the vessel 



8. The Govemment is wholly ignorant of the case of 
the Martha, and has called for, but not yet received, in- 
formation upon the subject. 

0. In regard to the case of the Hannah Elizabeth, the 
government had called for, but not yet received, a state- 
ment of the transaction. 

10. The Government is ignorant of the proceedings at 
Metamoras, and has called for information. 

This information was soon after received, and Mr. Eilia 
was infornjed that, on the amral at Metamoras of the 
commander of that city , he understood that two stran- 
gers had just departed, who were supposed to he Texan 
spies. He sent four dragoons after them, who saw them 
enter a house in the oatsldrts of the city. Finding a mare 
and two mules in the yard, the soldiers removed the ani- 
mals to pievent the escape of the strangers. The soldiers 
then entered the house, and arrested the two men, who 
on examination weje found lo have passporis, and were 
allowed to proceed on their journey, and the animals wera 
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returned. It was not till afl«r the affair that the com- 
mandant learned that the house was occupied by tlio 
American Consul. 

11. Tbc Government was uninformed of the affair of 
the Eclipse, but would make the proper inquiries. 

12. The Compeer and other vessels were detained a 
few days at Metamoras, in conseijueuce of a genera! em- 
bargo on all vessels without distinction, imposed by the 
Commander of that department, without the knowledge 
of the Governiiient, which disapproved of and "revoked it. 

13. The Government knows nothing of the case of the 
Northampton, but has called for information, 

Such were " the accumulated wrongs " for which the 
Cabinet determined to break off all intercourse with 
Mexico. It is rare, indeed, that diplomatic history exhi- 
bits a series of national complaints so trivial in themselves, 
urged with so mucli spleen and arrogance .on the one 
side, or met with so much fairness and good temper on 
the other. To the thirteen grievances forwarded from 
Washington, Mi'. Ellis had thought proper to add Jive 
more without instructions, and we therefore continue the 
catalogue of grievances, viz. : 

14. The American Consul at Tampico had. May 26th, 
1836, been summoned by the authorities to authenticate 
certain papers, and on his refusal had been threatened 
with imprisonment. — To this it was jepiied, that the Go- 
vernment was ignorant of the eireuiastances, but would 
investigate the matter. 

15. The American vessel, Peter D. Vroom, being 
wrecked on the coast, June, 1836, the American Consul 
had the cargo brawglit to Vera Cruz, where the consignee 
abandoned it to the underwriters. Whereupon the Mexi- 
can Court appointed an agent for the underwriters, who 
■■!>M tho cRvgo, and the derofind of the American Consul 
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to rec«ve the proceeds was refused.— To tliis tlio Mexi- 
can Secretary replied, that as the underwriters had ap- 
pointed no agent, tlie Court did right to appoint one for 
them, and that the Consul had no official authority in the 
premises. 

16. Ellis complained that copies of certain judidal pro- 
ceedings in the case of the brig Aurora had been refused 
to the American Consul. — He was informed that the 
copies were offered to him, but that he refused to pay the 
legal fees charged for maldng the copies. 

17. The American vessel Bethlebem was seized by a 
Mexican armed vessel on the 2nd September, 1836, and 
the crew detained twenty days, and then landed, the ves- 
sel confiscated, and the captain refused a copy of the 
proceedings. — The Government knew nothing of the affair, 
but would make inquiries. 

18. The American vessel Fourth of July had been 
taken possession of by Mexican soldiers. — It turned out 
tliat tbe vessel had been built for the Mexican Govern- 
ment. The agent had contracted before a notary for the 
sale ; but a party of soldiers had been sent on board pre- 
vious to the delivery of tlie bill of sale. Tlie owner had 
been p^d for his vessel, and made no complwnt.* 

We have now the sum-total of all the complaints against 
Mesico, which the joint efforts of Messrs. Forsyth and 
Elhs could collect. We can readily imagine the storm of 
indignatjon and resentment which such a budget presented 
by tbe British Government to tliat at Washington, with B 
demand for a satisfactory answer in fourteen days, would 
raise throughout the lengtli and breadth of the Federal 

• Mr, Forajth havinf; heard of this caaeTwrote to Ellis, De- 
eomber 9th, 1836, as " the owners of the brig Fourth of July 
are content," he is not to insist on the restoration of the vessel, 
but only to demand satisfeolion tor the insult offered to the 
American Flsg! I 
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RepubKc. The tone assumed by Mr. Ellis was not less 
offenave than the pretended grievances themselves. Of 
that tone, we may form some opmion from the dignified 
conclusion of the Mexican answer : 

" Your Esrcellcncy, after specifying all tie subjects 
■which have been thus replied to, goes on to say, that the 
Mexican armed vessels have fired upon and insulted the 
flag (tf the United States, that her consuls have been mal- 
treated and insulted by the authorities, private citizens 
assassinated, arrested, and scourged, like malefactors, their 
property condemned and confiscated, &c., ic. But at 
these charges are made in terms so general, the Supreme 
(lovernment of the Republic deares that they may be 
specified, before taking them into consideration." 

Let us now see the character of the eighteen specijied 
grierances, as esplained by the Mexican Government, 
The cases of the Topaz (No. 2), Brazoria (No. S), Captain 
Kiege (No, 5), the Paragon (No. 6), the Ophir (No. 7), 
the afiair at Metaraoras (No. 10), the case of the Com- 
peer (No. 12), the Peter D. Vroom (No. IS), the Au- 
rora (No. 16), and the Fourth of July (No. 18), are ut- 
terly divested of all wrong and injustice on the part of 
the Mexican Government. 

There remain only eight of the whole budget which 
afford the least room for complaint ; and of these the 
Government professed entire ignorance in the case of the 
Martha (No. 8), the Hannah Elizabeth (No. fi), the 
Eclipse (No. 11), the Northampton (No. 13), the treat- 
ment of the Consul at Tampico (No. 14), and the Beth- 
lehem (No. 17). It was not pretended that the injuries 
complained of in these six cases had been inflicted by 
orders from the Government ; and it might readily be 
believed that the Government was not acquainted with 
every abuse of power by its officials. I!ut iii each of these 
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cases, an inquiry was promised ; and it is difficult to con- 
ceive ivliat more could have been reasonably demanded. 
We have now left only two oases within the knowledge of 
the Government, at all open to the suspicion of injustice 
and oppression — the case of Baldwin (No. ] ), and of the 
detained steamboats (No. 4). Apparently neither was a 
fit subject of negotiation ; for Ihe complaints in the first 
case were made against judicial decisions, which can never 
be properly brought into question by a foreign govern- 
ment, except when founded on some great principle con- 
tradicted by treaty or national law, and not on mere 
issues of fact. Tiie complaint in the second instance ap- 
pears to have grown out of a contract over which our own 
Government had no legitimate cognizance. 

The Cabinet had relieved thetnselves from Breaking off 
the negotiations by throwing the responsibility of it upon 
Mr. Ellis. Their confidence in this gentleman was not 
misplaced. After receiving from the Mexican Secretary 
of State the explanations and assurances already men- 
tioned, he demanded (7th December) his passports ! 
The Mexican Government begged to Vnov for what cause 
he took a step so calculated to affect the relations of the 
two countries. It would not do to give the true reason ; 
it was diiScult to frame a plausible one ' and Mr Ellis 
remiuned silent. 

The Mexican Minister had kft Washington on actount 
of the march of American troops into Ti,\ai and the 
claim advanced by the Goieinment of the right to send 
an Amciican army into the heart of Me\!co if necessary, 
to guard against Indian hostilities. Mr. Ellib had termin- 
ated his mission in Mexico in the exercise of the discretion 
allowed him, adjudging the answers made to the eighteen 
complaints iinsalufaetory. N^otiations being at an end, 
satisfaction fbr tlip eighteen grievances, and ns many more 
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as vre could find, could of course be obtained only by 
force, wliich would necessarily lead fo war, and tbat as 
necessarily to the immediate annexatJon of Texas. Ac- 
cordingly, on tbe 6th February, 1837, the President hay- 
ing received Mr. Ellis's report, sent a Message to Con- 
gress on the subject of our claims upon Mexico. In this 
document, complaining of the conduct of the sister Re- 
public, he observed : " Tlie length of time since some of 
the injuries have been committed, the repeated and un- 
availing applications for redress, the wanton character of 
some of the outrages upon the property and persons of 
our citizens, upon the officers and flag of the United 
States, independent of recent insults to this Government 
and people by the late extraordinary Mexican Minister, 
■would justify in the eyes of all nations iMUEniirB War, 
Tbat remedy, however, should, not he used by just and 
generous nations, confiding in their strength, for injuries 
committed, if it can be honorably avoided ; and it has 
occurred to me that, considering the present embarrassed 
condition of that country, we should act both with wisdom 
and moderation, by ^ving to Mexico one more oppor- 
tunity to alone for the past, before w* take redress into 
our hands." 

" To avoid all misconception on. the part of Mexico, as 
well as to protect our national character from reproach, 
this opportunity should be ^ven with the avowed design 
and full preparation to take immediate satis/aelion, if it 
should not be obtained on a repetition of the demand for 
it. To this end, I recommend (hat an act be passed, 
authorizing reprisals and the use of the naval force of the 
United Slates, by the E^iecutive, against Mexico, to en- 
force them, in the event of a refusal by the Mexican 
government, to come to an amicable adjustment of the 
matters ip controversy between us, upon another demand 
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thereof, made on board one of our vessels of iBar, on tht 
coast of Mexko." 

The cruelty of this attempt to involve the two countries 
in war, was aggravated by the very character of the re- 
commendation. No specification is made of the injuria 
we have received, no notice is taken of the answers re. 
turned to the eighteen complaints, no mention made <ri 
the amount of money claimed. The President is to b* 
armed with power to lake immediate satisfacLion, and foi 
this piirpose the navy is to be placed at liis disposal. But 
to what amount t!ie navy is to plunder the commerce and 
sea-ports of Mexico, is not stated. However, before a 
system of robbery is commenced, a demand for satis- 
faction (but how much no one knows,) is to be sent to 
the Government of Mexico, fi-om a ship of war off Vera 
Cruz, and " a satisfactory -mswer " to be returned, oi 
course, in a certain numhen of diya No one can fail to 
see that the President intended w^k, and that a compli- 
ance with his recommendation bv Congress would have 
been equivalent to its declaration The country was not 
yet prepared to commence a system of Luman butchery, 
for the purpose of fac litating the acquisition of Teias ; and 
General Jackson's Ifelligprent proposition found but little 
favor with either house rf Coni^ss 

But the reader b as yet only partially acquainted with 
the extreme wickedness of this proposal. He Is yet to 
leam that only six months before the date of this message, 
the President had himself acknowledged that Mexico was 
guihless of the conduct he now imputed to her. We must 
again advert to the letter of the 5th August, 1836, 
already quoted in the preceding chapter. This was a sort 
of semi-official, semi- confidential epistle, written, not at 
Washington, but at the President's residence in Tennessee, 
and addressed t<> the Governor of that State. Governor 
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Cannon was, doubtless, no less anxious tlian hia fnend, for 
the annexation of Texas, even at the cost, il necessary of 
a war with Mexico. General Jackson seems to have 
written the letter, to esoiise himself for countermanding 
Gaines's order for troops, and for not facilitating annex 
atioa, by making war on Mexico. On the tir t point be 
t^lls the Governor " there is no infoi-mation to justify the 
apprehension of hostilides to any senous extent from the 
western Indians." But was not the fionder endangered by 
the Mexicans ? Was not Mexico virtually waging war 
upon us ? Listen to the solemn assertions made by the 
President's ambassador Ellis, in his letter to the Mexican 
Secretary of State, on the 26tb September, only a few 
weeks after the communication made to Governor Can- 
non :— '• The flag of the United States has been repeatedly 
insulted, and Sred upon by the public armed vessels of this 
Government ; her consuls, in almost every port of the He- 
public, have been maltreated and insulted by the public au- 
*' t ' t wl 1 th p rs t t 1 f 1 1 i 

If'mldtlll bit d 
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1 been a t d f th m ntra pt 11 law ^fow ir 
such a state of thmg^ how did General Jaikten excust 
htraself to his friend for not Yindicatmg the nghts of his 
country? Very easily AH the gne^ances we could 
muster were but cijhte,n and Ellis s vituperation was in 
tended for the purpose of insult and exaspention The 
President well knew is the result pio.ed that Congress 
could not be prevailpd on to d dare war ag-imst Mexico 
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at present, and hence he tells Governor Cjinnon : " Should 
Mexico insult our national flag, invade our tenitory, or 
interrupt our citizens in the lawful pursuits which are 
guftTiinteed to them by treaty, tfien the Government will 
promptly repel the insult, and take speedy reparation for 
the injury. But it dobs kot seem that ofi-kncbs ov 

THIS CHAKACTBK HAVE BEEN COMMIITEn BY MeIICO."* Let 

it not be forgotten, that this confession was made about, 
two weeks after the date of the instructions to EUik 
already mentioned, and which were obviously intended to 
produce a. ruptui'e of the diplomatic intercourse between 
the two countries, as preparatory to war, 

* See thU renmrkable iBtter in Ex. Doc. 3 Srss 94 Con^ VH 
1, Mi>. 3. It wns probably , intended na a pHvale letter^ but 
s.jnost inunediatoty found its way into tbe newapapers, most 
likely througb tlie inilisaretion of Govarnor Cannon. Seine 
thus made public, Mr. Forsytb made use of it, theSISl ofthesa^ 
vnmO., m his corroapondenoo with the Mexican Minister, send- 
inglum A ^wspa^T copy af the klUr, aa ovidenoe of the Presi- 
dent B fi-iendly disposition towards Mexioo ! 
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CHAPTER VI. 

iOKBOWLEDQMEHT OF THE INDEPENBUNCE Of TEIAS. 

Thb colonists of Tesas being American citizens, at no 
tune wished to rem^n a separate and independant nation. 
Their highest aspiration was to see their lone star admitted 
into the American constellation. The slave-holders also 
were adverse to the rise of a small independent State on 
their southern borders— a State that in time might form 
a barrier to the progress of slavery. It was the policy of 
the Tesans to stimulate the desire of the slave-holders for 
anneialjon, and hence within fifteen days after the decla- 
ration of independence, they adopted a constitution 
giving the rights of citizenship to all white emigrants, after 
a residence of six months, authorijdng emigrants to bring 
their slaves with them, and rendering human bondage 
perpetual, by depriving the legislature of the power to 
abolish it. A boon was held out to the breeding States, 
by granting them the monopoly of the Tesan market, the 
importation of slaves being prohibited, except from the 
United States. Free negroes, and mulattoes, it is well 
known, are regarded by the slave-holders as a dangerous 
population. In Texas, no colonization society wa's needed 
to remove such nuisances from the country. By the Con- 
stitution, every negro and every mulatto, now or in future, 
remaining on the soil of Texas, was doomed to bondage. 
There was still one more lure held out to the South. Mr. 
Benton had calculated that nine slave States might be 
carved out of Texas ; but his vision of the future wa« con- 
fined to the Mexican province of that name. The Ameri- 
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can insurgents, Lowever, resplved to offer to the slave- 
holding interest, not a single province only, but parts of 
Coahuila, Tamaulipas, and New Meiico ; and accordingly 
Toted themselves, on the 19th December, 1836, the vast 
territory included between the United States and the Hio 
Grande, from its source to its mouth. To proclaim, more- 
over, their eageraess to transfer themselves and their im- 
mense domain, now consecrated to slavery, to the Federal 
Union, a poll was held in 1836, at which the electors 
were required to exptess their wish for annesation, or for 
a separate gofemment. Ite resalt'was, 3273 Votes for 
anilefxatitfn, and 91 against it. This vote is also ini- 
portant, 89 showing the dimintitive population of the 
instirgetit State. These various manifestations were not 
made to unwilling or unobservant spectators. 

The Preddent, while full of complaints against (he ag- 
gressions of Meiieo,. sent an official ageht {Uisrity M. 
Morfit,) into Texas, whose report of the good land, it was 
hoped, would excite the American people to go np and 
tale possesion. On the 22d December, 1836, the Pre- 
sident Ifud before Congress a communication from his 
agent, on the " PolitJca!, mditary, and civil condition of 
Tesaa." This document reveals the following important 
facts :^" The boundaries claimed by Te"(as will extend 
from the mouth of the Eio Giande, on the east side, np 
to its head waters, thence on a hne due north, until it in- 
tersects that of the United State';, and with that line to the 
Red River, on the northern boundary of the United States, 
then to the Sabine, and along that river to its mouth, and 
from that point westwardly with the Gulf of Mexico to 
the Rio Grande. /( was the intention of the Government, 
immediately after the battle of San Jadido, to have claim- 
ed from Ike Rio Grande along the river to 30 degrees of 
tatitSde, and then west to the Pacific. It was, however. 
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found that (his would not strike a convenient point on the 
Caiifornia, that it would be difficult to control a wander- 
iug population so distant, and that the territory now de- 
termitied upon would be sufficient far a young Republic. 
The political limits of Texas'proper, previous to t/ie last 
revolution, were the Nueces river on the west, along the Bed 
Siver on the north, the Sabine on. the east, and the Gulf 
of Mexico on the south."* 

The report of his agent in Texas was accompanied by 
the President with certain remarks highly characteristic 
of the policy pursued from the first by the Federal Go- 
vernment towards that province. " It is known," said 
the President, "that the people of Texas have instituted 
the same form of government with our own ; and have, 
sJuae the close of your last session, openly resolved, on 
the acknowledgment by yOu of their independence, to seek 
admission into the Union as one of the Federal Sfates. 
The title of Texas to the territory she claims is identified 
with her independence. She asks us to acknowledge that 
title to the territory with an avowed design immediately to 
transfer it to the United States." Thus we have a direct 
appeal to the avarice of the American people in behalf of 
annexation. The extravagant cldms of Texas fo Mexican 
territory are Spread before Congress, and tliat body is 
reminded that the title to these vast domains is identified 
with the independence of Texas. Let us acknowledge 
that independence, and we thereby acknowledge the good- 
ness of her claims ; and, as soon as the acknowledgment 
is made, all Texas, and part of Coabuila, Tamaulipas, and 
most of New Mexico, will be ours. The influence of the 
tempter was in no degree lessened by a hltle common- 
place cant about the duty of avoidmg all suspicion of act- 
ing from interested motives. It was now obvious that, as 

• Ei. Documents Vol. 2. 21 Codr. 2 Seas. 
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Texas could not be purchased, and as Mexico would pro- 
bably not be provoked into war, the actnowledgment of 
Texan independence was a necessary preliminary to an- 
nexation. But there was a powerful and vigilant hostility 
at the North against every "measure leading to the acqui- 
sition of more slave territory. Pains were, therefore, 
taken first to weaken this opposition by considerations of 
personal and party interest, and, secondly, to lull its ap- 
prehensions by false and deceptiye suggestions and assur- 
rjnces. Thus President Jackson, in the IWessage already 
quoted, after showing bow exceedingly profitable to the 
United States the acknowledgment of Texan independ- 
ence would certainly prove, proceeded fo allay the alarm 
of the North which his own representation awakened, by 
pretending that such acknowledgment must be indefinitely 
postponed. "Prudence," said he, "seems to dictate 
that we should still stand aloof, and maintain our present 
attitude, if not till Mexico or one of the great foreign 
powers shall recognize the independence of the new Go- 
vernment, at least until the lapse of time, or the course of 
tvents, shall have proved, beyond all cavil or dispute, the 
ability of that country to maintain their separate sove- 
reignty, and to uphold the Government constituted by 

This declaration, so frank and explicit, and made at the 
beginning of the Session of Congress, tended fo pre- 
vent all demonstration of popular opinion against the ac- 
knowledgment, and all pledges on the -subject from the 
Eepresentatives to their constituents 

On the 1st of March, two days beforp tlie close of the 
Session, and in tlie absence of sit members i resolution 
passed the Senate acknowledging the iMiEPrNBEHcE of 
Texas. Allusion was made in debate to the objections 
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made by the President on the 22d of the preceding De- 
cember to snch a measure. To the astonishment of the 
public, the mover of the resolution, Mr. Walker, from 
Mississippi, declared in his place that he " had it from the 
President's own lips that, if he were a Senator, he would 
vote for this resolution." Thus tke lapse of time and 
course of events, confemplated by the President in his 
Message, were ascertiiined to be eight weeks, and a ma- 
jority in Congress. The resolution was adopted by the 
lower House, and the Ameiican Colonists in Texas were 
thus received into the family of nations as forming an Inde- 
pendent' Republic, 
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CHAPTER Til. 

HEW CLAIMS ABVASCED AGAINST MEHCO, 

It will be recollected that President Jackson, in his Mes- 
sage of the 6th February, 1837, proposed that he should 
be anthoiized to make reprisals against Mexico, and for 
that purpose to employ the naval force of the nation, pro- 
vided Mexico did not come "to an amicable adjustment 
of the matters in controversy between ns, upon another 
demand thereof made on board one of our vessels of 
War." 

Now, " the matters in controversy between us" were, 
in fact, no other than the eighteen grievances already spe- 
cified. It was stipulated by the existing treaty with 
Mesico, that neither parly shall "order or authorize <my 
act of reprisal, nor declare war against the other on com- 
plaints of grieiances or damages, until the said party 
^considering itself offended shall first have presented to the 
ither a statement of such injuries or damages, verified by 
competent proof, and demand justice and satisfaction, and 
the same shall liave been either refused or unreasonably 
delayed " "Whatever clauus and grievances we mighl 
have against Mexico they were not " motlcrs in n 
eersy until aftei they had been presented, and by the 
e'^ress terms of the treaty could not warrant either 
pnsals or wai until they had been verified, and the Mexi- 
can Go^emme it bad either refused or unreasonably 
layed justice 

Notwithstanding th a treaty stipulation, the President 
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laid before Congress a schedule of grievances amounting 
in number to fortt-etx,* Of the original eighteen claims, 
only one dated &t f?r back as 1331, in the new schedule 
thiHy-lwo aie founded on ada alleged to have been com- 
mitted ;*nor t*f 1832 Haling giien the reader a specifi- 
fication of each of the ongmil da'ms, we will not now 
trespass on his patience b> noticing in detail the addi- 
tional ones whieii the adminiKtration now found it con- 
venient to disinter from the oblinon of past years, and 
which had been in fact buripd by the treaty ratified 5th 
April, 1832, which proclaimed the fnPndship existing 
between the two Republics It miy be well, however, to 
give a few samples of these cbims to =how the deter- 
mined efforts of the Amenein Government to quarrel 
with Meaco 

"Mexn,aii Compiny, Baltimore, 1816; amount of 
clairh not stated This was an association of individuals 
that furnished General Mina with the means of imdertak- 
iiig his invasi&n of Mexico, ■which amount they aver has 
never been repaid to them." 

" Mrs. Young, 1817 ; amount of claim not stated. The 
claimaiit is the widow of Col. Gfuilford Young, who was 
a partner of Mina, and was killed while fighting in 1817. 
The claim is understood to be for airears of pay.'' 

These claims it will be observed, are for insurrectionary 
services against the Spanish Government, seven or eight 
years before that Gtovemment was succeeded by the 
Mexican Republic. 

"John B. Marie, 1834; amount of cTmm not stated. 
Goods seized upon pretext of having been introduced con- 
trary to a Mexican !aw. The claimant says he was igno- 
rant of the law." 

" T. E. Dudley, and J, 0. Wilson, 1824 ; amount 
• El, Doc, 24t!i Coiig., 2a Sesa., toI, 3, 
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claimed not stated. Tlie claimants robbed of a part of 
llieir pi-opertj' by the Camanche Indians, on their return 
from a trading expedition to Mesieo." 

The piopiisiUon to employ the naval force of the Union 
in maki'ig repnsals to eafoice such claims was deemed too 
bazai'dout, to he wise It would necessarily bring on a 
war; and a wii wa^^ed on pretBxts so scandalous, might 
destroy the fopukntj of the party, and augment the 
and-slavery feeling ol the I<orth It was evident the 
nafion was not j et prepared to incur the calamities of war 
for the sole p irpo-se of hastening the annesatjon of Texas ; 
and moreover b ich a war to receive the concurrence of 
tlie North must at least be commenced by Mexico. A 
course was therefoie adopted more sagacious than that 
urged by the fiery impatipnce of the President. Com- 
mittees of the two Houses of Congress, made reports well 
calculated, by exaggerating the misconduct of Mexico, to 
exaspei'ate the ill-feeling already existing, but recom- 
mending (hat one more demand ahotdd be made for re- 
paration. 

On the last day of the Session, an appropriation was 
made for the salary of a Minister to Mexico, " whenever 
in the opinion of the President circumstances will permit 
a renewal of diplomatic intercourse honorably with that 
Power." It was only in the preceding December that the 
Diplomatic intercourse had been broken off by instructions 
from the President, on the ground that it could not honor- 
fibly be continued ; and yet, on the SOth of March, with- 
out any circumstance having occurred in the interral to 
invite a renewal of that intercourse, except the refusal of 
Congress to go to war, the President nominated a Minister 
to Mexico ! " And who," to use the language of J. Q, 
Adams, " was this Minister of peace, to be sent with the 
last drooping twig of olive to be replanted and revivified 
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in the genial soil of Mexico ? It was no other than Pow- 
]iattan Ellis, of Mississippi, famishing for Texas, and just 
returned in anger and resentment from an abortive and 
abruptly terminated mission to tlie same Government. 
His very name must have tasted like wormwood to the 
Mexicaa palate ; and his name seems alone to have been 
used for the purpose of giving a relish to these last re- 
sources of pacific and conciliatory councils. But though 
appointed, he was not permitted to proceed upon bis em- 
bassy. He was kept at borne, and in his stead was des- 
patched a courier of tJie Department of Slate, with a 
budget of grievances good and bad, new and old, stuffed 
with wrongs as full as Falstaff's buck basket with foul 
linen, to be turned over under the nose of the Mesican 
Secretary of State, witb an allowance of one week* to 
eiamine, search out, and answer concerning them all.'' 

In politics as in commerce, the supply is regulated by 
the demand. The Cabinet were in urgent want of claims 
upon Mexico, and, as it was, posable money might be 
extorted on these claims, there was, of course, no lack of 
claimants. 

On the 20th July, 188(5, the "accumulated wrongs" 
for which Mr. Forsyth instructed Ellis to demand satisfac- 
tion, and, if not received in a limited time, to ask for his 
passports amounted as we have seen, to fifteen in number, 
but as twD had been already settled, in fact only to thir- 
teen. Ihese bi Ihe zeal and industry of EJlLs, were 
increased to eif,bteen On the 6th February, 1837, the 
accumulation was swelled to forty-six, a.nd on the 20tb 
July, 1837 the anm\eraary of Mr. Forsyth's celebrated 
despatch to EJLs the ' courier of the department of 

•" The messenger bearing the budget was instructed to remain 
in tlie eity of Mexico one weei." Ecp. of Cong,, lat Sesa., 29tli 
Cong., Vol. 4. 
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State," appeared in the city of Mexico, bending beneath 
a load of FiFnr-sEVEN wrongs, for which, in the name of 
the American Government, he demanded "justice and 
satis&vtion." 

Of these complaints, it may readily be imagined, many 
were in the highest degree most insolent and ridiculous. 
Let one suffice : — In 1829, Mexico was invaded by a 
Spanish force, and a printing press in Tampico, said to 
have been American property, was destroyed by the 
invaders. Eight years iifter the occurrence, Mexico is 
for the first lime informed that she is held responsible by 
the Federal Government, for an act committed by her 
enemies m time of war. We can judge of the efilct ot 
Buch a elMia upon the Mexicans, by supposing a demand 
of the French king upon the American Government tor 
payment of injuries received by one of his subjects trom 
the British troops while in possession of the citj of 



The temporary detention of two citizens at Metamoras, 
and the pretended ahducttort of two mules and a mare, 
although so abundantl}' and satisfactorily explamed again 
figOre among the national grievances for which the " cou- 
rier" demanded satisfaction. 

That our Government had no desire whatever, to bring 
their dispute with Mexico to an amicable termination, is 
perfectly obrioiis from the extraordinary course it pursued 
on this occasion. Congress decided not to go to war, but 
to renew negotiations, and furnished money for the salary 
of & minister. A minister is appointed personally odious 
to the Mexicans, but detained at home, while a messenger is 
sent with a list of fifty-seven grievances, of which not 
more than eighteen at most had ever before been brought 
to the notice of the Mexican Government, This messenger 
was forbidden to remain for more, than one week. No 
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opportunity was afTorded to Meiico to make explanations, 
or even to ascertain wliat reparation would be satisfactory. 
She had no minister in the United States. The American 
Minister, appointed in obedience to the wishes of Congress, 
was not dispatched ; and Iwnce, admitting our claims to 
have been just, and admitting Mexico to be willing to 
allow them, the very measures adopted by the Cabinet 
precluded all adjustment, of the pomts in controversy 
Our demands were in truth intended only to irritate, and 
to furnish stronger pretexts than had yet been found for 
reprisals and war 

Before this "buck basket," with its fifty-seven griev- 
ances reached Mexico, that Government — which knew of 
no other than the eighteen causes of complaint against it 
speciSed by Mr Elks, and on account of which he had 
terminated his mbsiun — had passed an Act offering to 
submit to the award of a fripndly power, the cldms of 
the United States.* 

' Es, Doc, 25th Cong., 3 3e93. Vol. 8. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



JoST twelve months after the declaration of Teiao inde- 
pendence, that independence was acknowledged by the 
United States. A minister representing the Federal 
Government, was immediately despatched to the insm'g- 
ents, and one in return was received from them. Mr. 
Hunt, recently an American ciliaen, and now "Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the He- 
public of Texas," appeared among his old friends at 
Washington, and in August, 1837, proposed, in behalf of 
the yearling Republic, a treaty of annexation. Mr, Van 
Eureu had, the preceding 4th of March, assumed the 
reins of Government. This gentleman had, on various 
occasions, shown so much ansiety to conciliate the South, 
as to he stigmatized by his opponents as '■ the Northern 
man with Southern principles." Mr. Hunt was therefore 
warranted in believing, that he would have no personal 
objection to extending the slave region by the addition of 
Texas. But very sufficient obstacles existed to the pro- 
posed treaty. Such a treaty would necessarily involve a 
war with Mexico, and in such a war the country was not 
yet prepared to engage. The treaty moreover, could not 
be ratified, because it was well ascertained, that more than 
one-third of the Senators would withhold their assent A 
fruitless attempt to negotiate such a treaty would be a 
political blunder which Mr. Van Buren was too sagacious to 
commit — a blunder which would inevitsbly destroy the 
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popularity of the adminiatration, and have a most disastrous 
influence on the ensuing election. The Tesan proposition 
was therefore politely declined on the ground that annex- 
ation at the present time must result in a war with Mexico. 
This was a reason which could give no offence to the 
South, especially as there were good grounds for hoping 
that the dextrous management of our claims would ere 
long remove the only alleged obstacle to annexation. The 
pear was not yet quite ripe, and Mr. Van Buren was at 
the time ignorant of the Mexican offer, which was des- 
tined to postpone its maturity. 
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;riON OF THE SLAVEHOLDERS. 

Mexico, ansioua to preserve peace with the United States, 
not only proposed to refer the claims of the latter to arbi- 
tration, but once more sent S. Minister to Washington. 
This gentleman arrived in October, and, as is siiid, from a 
misapprehension that the Mexican pr>poaition had already 
been cimmunicated to the Ameucan Government, did 
not oftiLially announLe it fill the 22d December, ISSY. 
The proposition itself wis. a hOie disappointment to the 
partisans of annexation It tended to a\ert, or at least to 
postpone war It wis a proposition so fair and honor- 
able so picifn and so direttly appealing to the moral 
sense of the i,ommumtv thit it could not he rejected, 
without bnn,ring great odium upon t! i administration ; 
and the pirty of whii.h it was the repiesentative had but 
httle populant} to ^pare Stilt it was rBi,ened in sullen 
Hilence and no other notice taken of it at thi. time than a 
formal acknowli dgment of its leceipt* 5fo li,=s than 
three tunes after this acknowledgment did Mr lorsyth 
(8ci,ret^rv of &tate) press upon the Me\n^n Minister 
new claims imd new demands without dcij^nintf even a 
passmtr allusion to the vcrv important pioposal he had 
recened Pour months elapsed and this Government 
hid jet giien no intimation ol its nillragniss to adopt an 
equitable ana pacific mode of obtaining ledri'.^ foi "the 
accumuHted wiongs under whii-h it piofessed to be suf- 
' See Es. Doc, 2JHi Coug., 2 Stss., Vol. 12. 
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fering. In tlife meantime, tlie Mexican offer had become 
public, and petitions had been presented to Congress 
pteying its SeeeptanGe ;* and at least forty thousand citi- 
zens had laid before that body their remonstrances against 
annexation. At length on the 21st April, 1838, Mr, For- 
syth informed the Mexican Minister, that the President 
" is too anxious to avoid proceeding to exti'emities," not 
to accept the offer ! Negotiations were now commenced 
at Washington, which resulted, on the 10th of September, 
1838, in a oonvenlion between the two Governments, by 
which it was agreed, that all the cMms against Mexico 
should be referred to a board of four Commissioners, two 
to be appointed by each party. The board to meet in 
Washington three months after the exchange of ratifica- 
tions, and to sit not more than eighteen months. The 
award of th« CommisMoners to be final, but the cases on 
which they could not agree were to be decided by an 
umpire to be named by the Kng of Prussia. Should the 
Mexican Government not find it convenient to pay the 
amount awarded in cash, the payment was to be made in 
BO much government stock as would, at the martet price 
in London, be equal to the award. The Mexican ratifica- 
tion of this Convention not having been exchanged within 
the time hmited, it was renewed with slight modifications 
in 1840 the mo t mpo t nt of whicb was, that the sum 
awarded was t b pad o e half in cash, and the other 
in Trea urv notes be n e ^ht per cent, interest, and re- 
ceiveable for Me\ an dut es 

Tlie d te m at on f the Exe utive to refer the Mexi- 
can cla m to a b trat on -md th delay necessarily caused 
by sucl a ef en e m d to excite the slaveholders to 
increased ene y fo wa d ^ Iheir favorite object. Mis- 
dsapp had ai eady by t Legi lature, demanded the an- 
• See Ex. Doc. 25th Cong,, 2 Seas., Vol. 12. 
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negation of Texas, avowedly for the benefit of the slave- 
holding interest. The Slate of Alabama now did the 
same. The Legislature of Tennessee joined in the de- 
miuid, but refndned from the indecency of resting it on 
the extension of human bondage. Three days after the 
acceptance of the Mexican offer, Mr. Preston, a senator 
from South Carolina, introduced a resolution, declaring 
the expediency of annexing Texas to the Union. On the 
14th June, 1838, Mr. Thompson of the same State pro- 
])osed a joint resolution in the Lower House, directing the 
President to take proper steps for the annexation of Texas, 
"as soon as it can bfi done consistently with the treaty 
stipulations of this Government." 

At the South there was Uttle or no difference between 
the two political parties on the question of annexation. 
As a specimen of tlic recklessness and profligacy with 
which the measure was then urged, we may quote the 
following language held by a prominent whig journal, 
"We have heretofore asserted, and we repeat it again, 
that Texas should be made a component part of our 
country at all hazards, peaceably jf she was wilhng, and 
forcibly, if she was reluctant."* 

The North, however, was not silent. The whig party 
were nearly united in their opposition to Texas, and they 
were in many instances joined by portions of their political 
opponents. The States of Vermont, Maine, Massachn- 
sstts, Connecticut. Rhode Island, New York, and Penn- 
sylvania, ail protested, through their Legislatures, against 
annexation. It is not, therefore, surprising that Mr. Van 
Euren departed from the policy of General Jackson in re- 
ferring the claims of Mexico to arbitration instead of the 
sword. 

• Frankfort (Ky.) Commortwmlth, May 2(1, 1838. 
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CHAPTER X. 

EESULTS OF THE TRKATT OF AEBITaAT10«. 

Ir is not to be inferred, from what has been heretofore 
said of the claims upon Mexico, that none of them were 
founded in justice. Unquestionably some of the most le- 
gitimate were nevertheless of a character which, according 
to the laws and usages of nations, were not fit subjects of 
Ttational controversy, such for instance as were founded 
on contracts or on torts within the cognizance of the ordi- 
nary tribunals of the country. Nor Is it surprising that, 
during the many military revolutions by which Mexico 
had for years been convaised, subordinate officers should 
occasionally have exceeded their powers, and for military 
purposes have trespassed on the neutral rights of Ameri- 
can residents. The admiralty courts of Mexico, had con- 
demned American vessels, taken with arms and munitions 
of war intended for Texas. These articles of contraband 
were by treaty liable to forfeiture ; but the vessels them- 
setves, together with such parts of the cargo as were not 
contraband, were by treaty exempted from condemnation. 
Had the intentions of' the American Government been 
equitable, and their measures temperate, there is no rea- 
son to believe that any serious difficulty would have been 
experienced in recovering compensation where it was 
justly due. 

The Board of Commissioners appointed under the 
Treaty commenced their sesaon in Washington, l7th 
August, 1 840 ; and by 26th May^ the next year, a period 
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of atout nine months, they had passed upon every claim 
that had been presented to them, accompanied with the 
necessary vouchers, a fact deriving great importance from 
subsequent events. In February, 1842, the Commission 
was dissolved by the Bmitation prescribed in the Treaty, 
having sat eighteen months. The King of Prusaa had 
named his Minister at Washington, Baron Roenne, as 
umpire. 

Total amount of Claims pfesented, - - - $11,850,578 
Of these Bubmitteri too late to bo eiamincd, 3,830,S37 
8,613,741 
Referred to Umpire, and undecided b? him 

for want of time, 628,627 

Amount of Claims abjudicated, - - - - 7,505,111 
Eejeoted by Commissioners and Umpire, - 5,508,976 
Allowed do. do. - - $2,026.2SG 

This statement invites various remarks. The Federal 
Government had been for years espouang the cause of 
the Mexican claimants. Session after session had the 
Executive Messages brought before Congress, not the 
particulars but the subject of Mexican outrages. Com- 
mittees had reiterated the lamentations of the President 
over our accumulated wrongs. A minister had been with- 
drawn from Mexico, because redress had been withheld ; 
and war had virtually been recommended by General 
Jackson to obtain, by force of arms, that justice for our 
citizens which Mexico denied tliem. Finally, a solemn 
Treaty proposed to afford the long-desired but denied re- 
paration. A Court, composed of two American and two 
Mexican citizens, were to sit in judgment on these claims ; 
and, where the Court could not agree, an impartial um- 
pire was to award the amount justly du^ The Court 
commenced its session about tivo years after its first ap- 
pointment. Surely tie claimants had abundant notice to 
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prepare and pr^ent tlieir claims ; and they Iiad also 
timely notice that the term of the Court was limited to 
eighteen months. For the convenience of the claimants, 
the Court assembled In Washington, contrary to the 
wishes and remonstrances of the Mexican Government. 
Under such circumstances, it is not surprising that, after 
the Court had been in session nine months, only one-half 
of the time to which it was limited, it had disposed of 
every case that had been presented with proper vouchers. 
But at the termination of the neit nine months, we find 
claims to the amount of ^3,336,837, that were presented 
too late to be even examined ' The magnitude of these 
claim*! and the astonjshmg delay m presenting them after 
the unweaned solicitude of the Government to twell the 
demand against Mexico clearly inditate their fiaudulent 
and speculatue chai-aeter 'We find moreover that of 
those claims which were passed upon about thre,^ 



due UnquLstionably the strongest (.laims were fiist 
broUjfht forwaid and if these were thrte fourths spun 
ous, we may judge ot the character (f those intn.dui,ed 
at the close of the session. We have seen the eagerness 
with which the Government welcomed and pressed every 
claim, however stale and absurd. It is obvious that the 
Court of Claims, if we may so name it, was a lottery in 
which magnificent prizes might be drawn, and in which 
tJie tictets cost nothing. Every man who had been in 
Mexico for the last twenty years, and could manufacture 
a wrong, was virtually invited to come forward and try 
his luck. There is also strong reason to believe, that, 
when at the end of the first nine months, all the cases 
reddy had been heard, it was found that the result would 
he so insignificant as to cast contempt and ridicule upon 
the Cabinet ; and that, therefore, great efforts were made 
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to induce reckless speculators and adventurers to come 
forward with cliiima which would at least swell the un- 
liquidated demand, and furnish ground for continued and 
irritating complaint." But supposing the unsettled claims 
to have hecn not less worthless than those which were 
adjudicated, then one million more would have heen add- 
ed to the award, making a deht due by Mexico of three 
instead of the eleven millions claimed. 

Congress lately passed a bill for paying to American 
clmmants five millions, due from the French Government, 
but which ours did not choose to go to war to collect. It 
was only of feeble Mexico, with her unprotected territory, 
that the Federal Cabinet was ready to collect debts at the 
mouth of the cannon. 

It may not be amiss to give some specimens of the 
shameless profligacy of many of these claims, which poli- 
ticians, for selfish purposes, have found it convenient to 
magnify into grievous wrongs. 

A. O. do Santangelo was a schoolmaster and printer in 
Mexico. In one of the revolutionary struggles, he was 
obliged to fice, abandoning his school and press. He 
came to New Orleans, and thence to New York, where 
he became a naturalized eitizmi of the United States, 
and in that capacity brought in a bill of $388,690 against 
the Mexican Goverament for damages ! The Mexican 
Commissioners denied that anything was due ; the Ame- 
rican Commissioners allowed him $83,440 — which the 
Umpire cut down to $50,000, one-eighth of the demand. 
On what principle this eighth was allowed, it is difficult 



Ehoda McCrae claimed $6,694.04 for a pension for 
her son killed in the Mexican service, The American 
Commissioners to their shame allowed the claim, and the 
Umpire to his credit rejected it. 
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Sophia M. Robinson claimed, for services rendered by 
her husband in Mexico— tben a. province of Spmn — in 
1817, (!) $16,000, and as much more for interest. The 
American Commissioners allowed ber §32,000 ! Tbe 
Umpire most righteously refused her a cent. 

John Baldwin claimed for a Irunlc of wearing apparel, 
seized by a Mexican custom-house oilicer, $11'?0. Inter- 
estS311.50: $1481.50. ^« allowed by American Com 
misaoners. Undecided by Umpire.* 

Mr. Pendleton, of Virginia, in a very able speech in 
Congress, 22nd February, 1847, on these claims, thus 
comments on one of them : " There is one particular item 
—a beauty of its kind — which I will mention. The item 
is for fifty-six dozen bottles of porter. I believe the best 
London porter can be purchased in any part of tbe world 
for something like three dollars a-dozen; and I estimate 
this porter, therefore, very liberally, when I put it down at 
two hundred dollars. What do you suppose is chai^^ 
for it in this account? Why, sixteen hundred and ninety 
dollars ! But that is reasonable, compai-ed with the in- 
terest charged upon the price. That is for less than six 
years set down at $6 ,')70 ■ making for fifty-six dozen 
bottles of p te the n ce 1 ttle sum of $8 260 I do not 
say that all th e acco n(s a e of tl at ort lut this I 
will saj 11 at manj f them a e no e unreasonible." -j- 
One of the claims left unde dcd vas preferred by a 
Texan land c mpany for the omfo -table sum of $2,164, 
604 ; and one div dual cla ms $690 000 for erroneous 
decisions aga nst h m a Mes can court It la creditable 
to theju t ce and moderat nofMe co that when such 
uascrupuious auda ty was countenanced by our Govern- 
ment, tl e dem'i ds man fact r d iga n t her reached to 
no more tl n tie en m II ons of dollars 
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CHAPTER XI. 

HEW TREAtlBS WITH KSSICO ABOUT CIiAIMB. 

The Treaty of Arbitration iad deprived the Adminislra 
tion for some time of all pretexts of coroplajnt against 
Mexico, and probably postponed tbo annexation of Texaa. 
Fortunately for tbe designs of tlie Cabinet, the accumula- 
tion of claims towards the close of the Commission hsd, 
as we have seen, left a large nominal amount undecided. 
Of this surplus, tlie Administration eagerly availed itself 
to renew a harassing negotiation. No Minister had been 
sent to Mexico since Mr. Ellis thought it expedient to de- 
mand his passports, and to decline specifying the reasons 
of so ungracious a measure. The Commission under the 
Treaty terminated, as we have seen, in February, 1842; 
and the next March, Mr. Tyjer, who as Vice-President 
had succeeded to the EsecuUve Chair on the death of 
President Harrison, appointed Mr. Waddy Thompson, of 
South Carolina, Minister to Mexico. In selecting this 
gentleman, he was no doubt influenced by the same mo- 
tives which had led to the appointment of Messrs. Poin- 
sett, Butler, and Ellis. He was a slaveholder, devoted to 
the cause of Texas. He had, moreover, on the floor of 
Congress, introduced a resolution directing the President 
to take measures for the annexation of Texas, as soon as 
it could be done, consistently with the Treaty stipulations 
of the Govemraeat — an pet which necessarily rendered 
him personally offensive to the Mexican Government. 

It will he recollected that by the treaty of arbitratioa 
the award was to be paid half in cash, end half in treas- 
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ury notes at par, bearing eight per cent, interest, and 
receivable for duties. Mr. Thompson found the Mexican 
credit very low, and treasury notes at a discount of about 
seventy per cent. His diplomatic correspondence haa 
been published only in part, and we are therefore ignorant 
by IV hat means he succeeded in negotiating, 30th January, 
1843, a new convention or treaty by which Mexico agreed 
to pay on the 30th April of the same year, all the interest 
then due, and tho award itself in five years, in equal 
quarterly instalments. This arrangement has been repre- 
sented as a boon granted to Mcsico,* and therefore aggra- 
vating her ingratitude. The assertion, like most othere 
made in vindication or apology of the Mexican war, is 
untrue. Says Mr. Calhoun, Secretary of State, writing 
to Mr. Shannon, minister in Mexico, June 20th, 1844 — 
"The convention (of 1830), provided that the claims 
which should be allowed, might be discharged by payment 
of Mexican treasury notes, but as these were much de- 
preciated in value, it became a mallo' <^ importance to effect 
Komo other arrangement by wbioh specie should be substi- 
tuted in their stead. To tliis end your predecessor 
(Thompson), was empowered and instructed \a enter into 
a negotiation with the Government of Mexico, and a 
convention was concluded, 30th January, 1843." Mr. 
Thompson, in his " Recollections of Mexico," speaking 
of this convention, says, p. 223, " the market value of the 
treasury notes was about thirty cents on a dollar, and, if 
this additional two millions had been thrown upon the 
market, they would have been depreciated still more. 
Tlie owners of these claims knew this, and were anmom 
lO make some other arrangement." Hence the " boon" 
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y^as extorted from Mesico, and probably through tha 
menaces of the negotiator. 

But the new conveniion did iDore thnn rcgukto tho 
payment of tbe award. It stipulated for the negotiation 
of another arbitration treaiy, and one more comprehensive 
tlrnn tho last, for it was to provide for the settlement of 
all claims made hy the Government of Mexico against the 
United States, as well as the claims of the Government 
and citizens of tlie United States against the Kepublic of 
Mexico. Here was at least the appearance of fairness. 
The United States consented by this treaty, ivhicli was 
duly ratifled, that the wrongs the Government and it citi- 
zens had done to Mexico should be submitted to a court 
of referees. What claims the citizens of Mexico had 
agtunst the United States do not appear ; but the claims 
of the Goixrjiment were numerous and important. 

Vessels captured by Mexican ships of war for being en- 
gaged in contraband trade, had been forcibly seized and 
carried off by American armed vessels, and a Mexican na- 
tional vessel had been audaciously captured and brought 
to the United States by one of the vessels of our navy ; arid 
frequent had been the insults which American functionaries 
liad offered to the Mexican authorities. It must, therefore, 
have been a gi-ateful reflection to the Mesicans, that the 
wrongs they had themselves suffered, were to be examined 
and redressed by a tribunal more impartial than the Cabi- 
net at Washington. Wliether it was through inadvertence, 
or with a view of indtKini; Mexico to promdefor the settle- 
ment of the vast amount of claims left undedded that the 
American Government accorded this uuusual justice to the 
sister Republic, b uncertain. The treaty stipulated for by 
the convention of SOth January, 1843, was concluded in 
Mexico on tho SOth November of the same year. The 
respective claims of tlie citizens and Governments of the 
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two countries were to bo referred to a joint c( 
sit in Meiico ; and where the commissioners should not 
agree, the award of an umpire, to be named by the king 
of Belgium, was to be final. This treaty was sent to 
Washington, accorapanied by a letter from Thompson to 
the Secretary of State, in which he tells him " the place 
of meeting of the board, you will see, is in Mexico, and 
not in Washington. The Mexican plenipot«ntiaries said 
that the last commission met in Washington, and that it 
was their right to insist that this one should meet in 
Mexico. The only reply that I could make was, that the 
claims presented to that commission were all ag^nst 
Mexico, and that nearly all the claimants resided in tbe 
United States ; to which they replied that this commission 
■will also be charged with the claims of the Government 
and citizens of Mexico against the United States, and that 
they could not concede this point. 1 thought there was 
much reason in their demand ; and, as it was matter 
of punctilio, and as with a Spaniard punctilio is everything, 
I was well satisfied it would be a sine qua non, and there- 
fore yielded it, in consideration of their allowing me to 
name the arbiter — a much more important consideration." 
The mere details of this treaty were of course matters 
of discretion to which the Governmenfat Washington had 
the strict light of objecting. But the United States 
had, hy a solemn convention duly ratified, agreed that 
the complaints of the Government and citizens of Mexico 
should be referred by treaty to a tribunal for settlement ; 
to refuse therefore to consent to ^uch a reference, was a 
breach of faith plighted by treaty. Yet of such a breach 
was the Senate of the United States guilty. The treaty 
w,is conditionally ratified hy the Senate, first stiiking out 
of it the right of each Government to prefer before the 
n cliums against the other ; and secondly, alter- 
1* 
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ing tlie place of meeting to Washington.* There was nc 
dispute about the treaty uf 30tli Januaiy, 1843. Mr. 
Upshur, Secretary of State, in his correspondence with 
Tliompson, acknowledged and regretted the obligation it 
imposed, of referring to a tiibunal wholly judicial in its 
character a subject " strictly diplomatic." Yet, in defi- 
ance of a pldn treaty slJpuIaliOD, the Senate refused to 
refer the claims of the Mexican Government to the 
decision of the commissioners and umpire. The place of 
meeting was changed by the Senate to Washinglrm, 
nhhough the -Government had been warned by its own 
agent, that the siitting of the commission in Mexico was a 
aiTte qua nora, and a point of national pride. The treaty 
thus mutilated, and conditionally ratified, was sent back to 
Mexico, where no farther notice of it was taken. Hence 
arose the cry from the partisans of Texas, that Mexico 
re/used to settle the claims advanced by the citizens of the 
United Stales. President Polk in his labored vmdicalion 
of the war against Mexico, contained in his message 
of December, 1846, had the temerity to charge Mexico 
with " violating the f^th of treaties, by failing or refusing 
to cairy intti effect the sixth futicle of the convention of 
January, 1843"!! 

■ Report of Com. on f oreigu AOUrs, Jane 21th, 1840. 
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CHAPTEB XII. 



On Mr. Thompson's appoinlment, an attempt was made 
in the House of Representatives, to defeat his mission by a 
motion to strike out from the supply billthe appropriation 
for a salary to the Minister to Mexico. In oppoang this 
motion, Mr. Wise, of Virginia, the administration leader 
in the House delivered, 14tli April, 1842, a characteristic 
speech, of which the following ia an eitract : 

" Texas had but a sparse population, and neither men 
nor money of her own to raise and equip an army for her 
own defence ; but let her once raise the flag of foreign 
conquest — ^let her once pro:,him a crusade against the 
rich states to the South of her and m a moment volun- 
teers would flock to her standard m crowds from all the 
States in the great valley of the Mississippi — men of en- 
terprise and hardy valor before wbom no Mexican troops 
could stand an hour. They would leave tlidr own towns, 
ftrm themselves and travel at their own cost, and would 
come up in thousands to plant the lone star of the Texan 
banner on the Mexican capital. They would drive Santa 
Anna to the South, and the boundless wealth of cap- 
tured towns, and rifled churches, and a lazy, vicious, and 
luxurious priesLiiood, would soon enable Texas to .pay her 
soldiei-3, and redeem her State debt, and push her victo- 
rious arms to the very sliores of the Pacific. 

"And would not all this extend slavery? Tes, tha 
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result would be, that, before another quarter of a century, 
the extension of slavery would not stop short of the 
Westera Ocean. 

" To talk of restraining the people of the great valley 
from emigrating to join her armies, was all in vain. They 
had gone once already. It was they that conquered Santa 
AiiTia at San Jacinto ; and three-fourths of them after 
winning that glorious field, had peaceably returned to their 
homes. But oace set before them the conquest of the 
rich Mexican provinces, and you might aa well attempt to 
stop the wind. Let the work once begin, and he (Mr. 
Wise) did uot know that this House would hold him very 
long. 

" Give me five millions of dollars, and I would under- 
take to do it myself. Although I don't know how to set a 
single squadron in the field, I could find men to do it ; and, 
with five millions of dollars to begia with, I would under- 
take to pay every American claimant the full amount of 
his demand with interest, yea, fourfold. / would place 
California where all the powers of Great Britain, would 
never be able to reach it. Slavery should pouk itself 

ABROAD WmiOCT RESTRAINT, ANU FIND KO UMIT BUT THE 

SoLTHBRN Ocean. The Camanches should no longer hold 
the richest mines of Mexico ; but every goidenimage which 
had received the profanation of a false worship should soon 
be melted down, not into Spanish milled dollars indeed, but 
into good American eagles. Yes, there should more hard 
money flow into the United States than any exchequer 
or sub-treasury could ever circulate. I would cause as 
much gold to cross the Eio del Nort« as the mules of 
Mesice could carry ; aye, and make a better use of it 
than any lazy, bigoted priesthood under Heaven. I am 
not quarrelling with the particular religion of these priests ; 
but I »ay, that any priesthood that has accumulated and 
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sequestered auch immense stores of wealth, ought to dis- 
goi^e, and, it is^a benefit to mankind, to scatter their 
wealth abroad wheie it can do good. Tesa« had pro- 
claimed a blockade against all the coast of Mexico; and 
thougji she had no fleet to enforce it, she would be able 
to make it good by hewing her way to the Mexican 
capita!. Nor could all the vaunted power of England 
stop the chivalry of the West, till they had planted the 
Texan star on the walls of the city of Montezuma. No- 
thing could keep these booted ioafere from rushing on fJU 
they kicked the Spanish priests out of the temples they 
profaned. "War was a curse ; but it had its blessings too. 
He would vote for this mission as the means of preserving 
peace ; but, if it must lead to war, he would vote it the 
more willingly." 

The author of such a speech was, of course, admirably 
fitted for the Mesican mission ; but, as that was already 
filled, the President (Tyler) espressed his obligation to 
the Orator, by appointing him Minister to France. A 
Whig Serate recoiled at the idea of sendbg Mr. Wise to 
represent American morality and refinement in Europe, 
but consented tliat he should discharge that function ia 
Brazil. Amid the vulgarity and profligacy of this speech, 
there Li much that merits attention as indicative of the 
views and anticipations of the slaveholders. Wo see 
what visions of plunder the idea of a war with Mesico 
raised before their excited imaginations ; we see what 
houndJess re^ons were in their hopes to be consecrated to 
human bondage, and with how little cost and danger, the 
chivalry expected to gather a golden harvest from both 
mines and churches. Mr. Wise was chairman of the na- 
val committee, and high in tlie confidence of the adminis- 
tration ; and hence his reference to California was pecu- 
liai'ly significant, and shadowed forth coming events. Th« 



iLvGoO^lf 



83 REVIEW OP THE MEXtCAM WAR. 

annexation of Texas was the immediate object of the 
elaveliolders ; but California was looming in the distance, 
and many wistful eyes were gazing upon it, as the means 
of carrying slavery to the " Western Ocean," 

Ml-, Upshur, the Virginiiin who in 1829 wanted Texas 
to raise the price of slaves, and now Secretary of the 
Navy, in^his report of December 4th, 1841, announced to 
Congress, that " In Upper California there were already 
considerable settlements of Americans, and others are 
daily resorting to tha.t fertile and delightful country. Such, 
however, is the unsettled condition of that whole country, 
that they cannot be safe either in their persons or property, 
except under the protection of oar naval power. " He afso 
declared that., "Itia highly desirable that ihe Qulf of 
Oalifomia should be fully explored, and that this duty 
alone will give employment a long time to one or two 
vessels of the smaller class." Here was a beautiful device 
for forcing Mexico into a war and wresting California 
from her. Our ships of war were to be continually hover- 
ing on the coast, and their officeis surveying the harbors 
and interfering in every controversy between the Mexican 
authorities jftnd American squatters and adventurers. 

A few days after this report. Commodore Jones, also a 
Tirginian, was dispatched with a squadron to the Pacific. 
He was specially instructed to kc p ne o ra e essels 
occasionally or constantly cruising v\ n t! e ast and 
within the Gulp OF California, and tl fti ers w e"to 
pay particuiar attention to the ex m nat ou f th bays 
and harbors they may visit, and to lay d wn th p itions 
correctly." The subsequent conque t f Cal f n a bears 
testimony to the foresight of Messrs. Tyler and Upshur. 
It is not to be supposed that Commodoi-e Jones was per- 
mitted to depart without being acquainted with the wishes 
and hopes of his employers. lie undoubtedly well undsr- 
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Btood, although not formally instructed, that he vns to 
avail himself of any good opportunity of getting a foot- 
hold in California, 

In May, 1842, Ihe Mexican Secretary of State sent a 
circular to the diplomatic toi'ps, declaring that the Mexi- 
can Government protested against the aid afforded to the 
Texans by citizens of the United States with the toleration 
of their own Government. At the same time the Secre- 
taiy addressed a letter to Mr. Webster, Amciioan Secre- 
tary of State, foi-mally protesting against the allowancv. 
by the Federal Gosemraent of the violation, on the par. 
of its eiiizcns, of the obligations of neutrality in the opei 
aid affiji-ded to the insolvents of Tesas. These two let- 
ters were published in a Mexican journal, and fell into the 
hands of Commodore Jones at C'allao, together with a 
Boston newspaper, giving from a J^eui Orleans paper one 
of those common lies about English interfei-enoe, which 
had for years been plentifully manufactured by the parti- 
sans of annexation. 

The lie which now caught the eye of the Commodore 
was, that Mexico had ceded California to Great Britain for 
$7,000,000 ! It HO happened that thrte British -irmed 
vessels were at this time in the Pjcifii, and the watchful 
Commodore did not know their buimess nor where the> 
were going. The Me\icin documents induced him to 
guess, that war had been dclared between the United 
States and Mexico and the rumor giien from the New 
Orleans paper, led him to guess that Great Britam had 
purchased California and as he hid not been informed 
where the three BntLsh vessels were gJing he guessed 
they had gone to take possession of the newly pui chased 
territory. He accordingly left Callao on the Vth Sep 
tember, 1842, " crowding all sa I on the direct coast of 
Mexico" (Califoinn) Ihe n xt diy he summoned ■> 
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OUB i! of 1 fh bra tted to tliem his documents, 

at th am t m p 1 belief that the Britisli 

q d D w tl t V Panama, " where it will 

b f d by t p A f m the West Indies (! !) 

d tncd f I pat fC 1 fornia." Under tliesn 

m, tan b k d f tl dvice of his three cap- 
tains a t tl mpl m t f the small nava! force 
{th 1 ) at m d p sal as to best promote the 
interests and honor of out country, thus auddeidy jeo- 
parded !" The three marine statesmen assembled in the 
cabin of the United Stales frigate, thus intrusted by the 
Commodore with the weighty question of peace and war, 
advised that the squadron, already " crowding all sail " for 
California, should continue its course ; and moreover an- 
nounced, as the result of their deliberation, that, "in case 
of war between the United States and Mexico, it would 
be their (the officers) bounden duty to take possession 
of California," and that they " should consider the mili- 
tary occupation of the Californias by any European power, 
but more particularly by our great commercial rival Eng- 
land, and especially at this particular juncture, as a mea- 
sure so decidedly hostile to the true interests of the United 
Stales as Dot only to warrant, but to make it our duty, to 
forestall the designs of Admiral Thomas, if possible, by 
supplanting the Mexican flag with that of the United 
States at Monterey, San Francisco, and any other ten- 
able points within the territory said to have been re- 
cently ceded by secret treaty to Great Britain." 

These naval expounders of the laws of nations would 
have regarded the expression by any European power 
of a doubt of the right of the United States to purchase 
territory in either of the four quarters of the globe, as an 
insult to the national sovereignty ; but they calmly deter- 
mine, -without consulting their own government, to rob 
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England of a territory tliey supposed she had acquired by 
treaty, although they well knew that by such a robbery 
they would, of course, involve their country in a war wilh 
their great and powel-ful " commercial rival." 

The three officers composing the Council, as well as 
the Commodore, and the Secretary of the Navy under 
whom they were acting, were all from the slave States. 

On the 19th October, the Commodore entered the har- 
bor of Monterey. The Mexican and not the British flag 
met his sight, and of course he achieved an easy conquest. 
He landed, and, without opposition, took possession of the 
fort, and unfurled the stars and stripes. The provident 
Commodore had brought with, him for the edification of 
the Californians, whom lie inlended instantly to transform 
into American citizens, printed proclamations in the Spa- 
nish language, which were without loss of tune distributed 
among the inhabitants. "These stripes and stars," smd 
the proclamation, "infallible emblems of civil liberty, of 
liberty of conscience, with constitutional right and lawful 
security to worship the great Deity in the way most con- 
geni^ to each one's sense of duty to liis Creator, now float 
triumphantly before yon, and hence and for ei-er will give 
protection and seomity to you and your children, and to 
countless unborn thousands." Amid all this fustian we 
distinctly discover, that the iiivmediate and permanent an- 
nexation of California was the object of the expedition. 

It does not appear where this magnificent proclamation 
was prepared and printed. Printing presses are not, it is 
believed, included in the ordinary equipments of ships of 
war, and it is therefore a natural inference that the pro- 
clamation was printed either in Washington, or at Callao, 
the port from which the Commodore had departed for 
Monterey. In either ca^e, it seems that the conquest of 
California was deliberately resolved on lefore the Commo- 
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dore convened liis oEBcers to sanction by their advice the 
enterprise he had already commenced. On the 13th Sep- 
tember, six days after he had ieft Callao, and whiie on bis 
course to Monterey, he wrote to Mr. Upshur, " In all that 
I may do (in reference to Califomiii), I shall confine my- 
self strictly to what I may siappose would be your vkwt 
and orderi, had you the means of communicating them to 
me." Mr. Upshur's well-known sentiments, and the cha- 
iBoter of the ultra pro-slavery party to which he belonged, 
leave no doubt that the Commodore perfectly compre- 
hended his wishes. 

The day after Jones had distributed his proclamation 
with all its fine promises, he discovered that, instead of 
robbing Great Britain of a territory she had purchased, 
he had seized upon a possession of a neighboring Republic 
still at peace with his own country. The " infallible em- 
blems of civil liberty," &c., &o., were therefore lowered, 
and a due apology was made to the Mexican commander; 
and the succeeding day, the Commodore, abandoning the 
task of converting the Califomians into American citizens, 
returned to the more inglorious hut more innocent occu- 
pation of exploring the coast and bays of California, pre- 
paratory to another and less transient conquest. 

The Government at home was, of course, compelled to 
disavow Jones's act ; hut in vain was his punishmwit de- 
manded by Mexico. She was informed that he " intended 
no indignity to the government of Mexico, nor anything 
unlawful to her citizens." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



? AN8EXATIOS 



TuE treaty concluded with Great Britain in 1842, by re- 
moving all apprehension of collision with that power re- 
specting the north-eastern boundary, gave a fresh impe- 
tus to the partisans of annexation. It had been foreseen 
that a war with England, by diverting the forces of tbe 
United States, and by giving Mexico a powerful ally, 
might enable the latter to repossess herself of Texas. 
This danger being passed, Messrs, Tyler and Upshur de- 
termined tliat annexation should no longer be delayed. 
Texas, moreover, had been acknowledged by France and 
England. With the latter she had entered into a treaty 
for the suppression of the slave-trade, thus nominally 
yielding what the United States had sternly refused. This 
very treaty was alarming to the slaveholders, who became 
apprehensive that, if Texas was left to herself, owing to 
emigration from abroad, the time might uome when sla- 
very would be abolished within her borders, and this ap- 
prehension seems to have been shared by some of the 
Texan leaders themselves. General Lamar, recently Pre- 
sident of the Kepuhlio, about this time addressed a letter 
to his friends in Georgia warning them that, unless an- 
nexation shall be effected, " the anti-slavery party in Texas 
will acquire the ascendancy, and may not only abolish sla- 
very by a constitutional vote, but may change the whole 
character of the constitution itself. 

" At present the anti-slavery party is in the minority ; 
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but it would be dangerous, even now, to agitate tlie ques- 
tion with much violence, for the majority of the people of 
Texas are not ownei-s of slaves. Texas, if left t« stand 
alone, there is every probability that slavery will be aban- 
doned in that country. The negroes are yet but few in 
number, and would be emancipated in the country with- 
out the slightest incoDvenience, and indeed would continue 
to be useful in the capacity of hirelings." He tiien goes 
on- to remark that, as to the southern States, annexation 
''would give stability and safety to their domestic institu- 
tions, and thereby save them for ever from the unpara- 
lelled calamities of abolition." 

The very idea of freedom in Texas aroused the slave- 
holders to new and- more resolute efforts for immediate 
annexation. So unequivocal had become the indications 
of a determination on the part of the south, to brook no 
longer delay, that at the close of the session of Congress 
in March, 1843, J. Q. Adams, and twelve other repre- 
sentatives published an address to the people of the 
United States, warning them of the machinations of the 
ftdministfation to secure the extension of slavery, by add- 
ing Texas to the Union — pointing out the gross violation 
of Our neutral obligations towards Mexico, and calling 
upon the free States for renewed and increased activity to 
avert the calamity with which the country was threat- 
ened. Subsequent events speedily confiimed the fore- 
Sight of this address, with a single exception. The ad- 
dress declared that the annexation of Texas would be a 
measure in snch violation of the Constitution, and for a 
purpose so odious and profligate, as " not only inevilabli/ 
to result in a dissolution of the ffnion, but fully to justify 
it." Hqw far this prediction was uttered in the spirit of 
prophecy, it is yet too soon to determine. 

Mr. Upshur, whose sympathies for Texas were, as w« 
have siett, connected irith the price of Vir^nia negroes. 
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was called by Mr. Tyler to the office of Secretary of State, 
and, availing himself of the facilities afforded by his new 
office, prosecuted with vigor the work of opernog another 
and most extensive slave market. 

On the I3ih September, 1843, he informed Mr. 
Thompson of the intention of tie Government to remon- 
strate, in a formal manner, with Mexico, unless she shall 
make peace with Texas, or shaJl show a disposition and 
ability to prosecute the war with respectable forces. 
This was only another device to provoke a quarrel. The 
idea of our being offijnded with Mexico, because she was 
dilatory in killing our ftiends and brethren in Texas, was 
too ridiculous to be seriously pressed, even by Mr, Tyler's 
administration. A. letter written by Upshur, a few days 
before, to Murphy, our agent in Texas, reveals the true 
reason wby the Cabinet had indulged the thought of 
bullying Mexico into a peace with Texas, On the 8th 
September, he tells Murphy, .there is a rumor of a plan 
in England, to rdse money for the Texan government, 
wherewith to abolish slavery, by indemnifying the masters, 
and that the English capitalists were to take Texan land 
in payment. " Such an attempt," said the Secretaiy, 
ever anxious for the anticipated market for Virginia slaves, 
" upon any neighboring nation, would necessarily be 
Viewed by this Government with very deep concern ; but 
when it is made upon a nation whose territory joins the 
slave-holding States of our Union, it awakens still more 
solemn interest. It cannot be permitted to succeed with- 
ous most strenuous efforts on our part to avert a calamily 
BO serious to every part of our country. Few calamities 
could befal this country more to be deplored than (he 
establishment of a predominant Bntish influence, and tbe 

F DOMESTIC SLAVERY IN TeXAS."* 

■ El. Doc., lat ScBs,, 28th Cong. No. 271 

b* 
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The con-espondence between Upshur and Murpliy is 
one of the most humiliating to a true-tniiided American, 
of any that has ever disgraced the annals of his country. 
" So far as tliis Government is concerned," writes Upshur, 
Septemher 22d, 1843, " we have every desire to come 
to tlie aid of Texas in the most prompt and efl'ectual man- 
ner. How far we shall be supported by the people, I 
regret, is somewhat doubtful. There is no reason to fear 
there will be any difference of opinion among the people 
of' the SLAVE -HOLDING SiATES," Murpby, in his reply, 
September 24th, 1843, takes the Uberty of giving the 
Secretary of State some shrewd advice, — " Say nothing 
about abolition ;" and again, in another letter, " Do not 
offend our fanatical brethren of the north. Talk about 
civil and political and religioua Uberly. This will be 
found the safest issue to go before the world with." In 
other words, go before the world with a lie in your mouth 
about the rights and liberty of Tesas, which is already as 
free as we are, and conceal from the people of the north, 
that our only object is to extend and perpetuate negro 
slavery. The advice was partially followed, and the cry 
of " extend the area of freedom " was raised by the slave- 
holders and their northern allies. But " out of the 
fulness of the heart the mouth Hpeaketh," and before long, 
all diag d ru b bo 
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Mejcican Minister at Washington, aware of the intrigues of 
the Cabinet, gave notice, that if Tesas were received into 
tiie Union, he must ask for his passports. Mr. Upshur 
replied in an insulting tone, declining all esplanation, and 
treating with scorn the intimation of iMexican hostility. 
In the mean time, the Texans having shown less eager- 
ness to enter into the proposed treaty than Upslrnr had 
antieipated, he became alarmed, and thought proper to 
menace even the free and independent Republic of Texas. 
He wrote to Murphy (January 16Eh, 1844,) of course for 
the information of the Tesan leaders, that in case annex- 
ation should he declined by the latter, " Instead of being, 
as we ought to be, the closest friends, it is inevitable we 
shall become the bitterest foes ;" and he warns them, that 
without annexation, Tesas " cannot maintain that institu- 
tion (slavery) ten years — probably not half that time." 
To remove all apprehension, that, if Texas should consent 
to a treaty of annexation, she might be subjected to the 
mortification of having the treaty rejected for want of the 
constitutional majority of two-thirds of the Senate in its 
favor, he hazarded, in his desperation, the following most 
exfraordinarj* assertion : — " Measures have been taken to 
ascertain the opinions and views of Senators upon the sub- 
ject, and it is ascertained that a dear mnjoriti/ of two- 
thirds are in favor of the measure ! ! " The/ocf that this 
very Senate, whose votes Mr. Upshur professed to have 
canvassed, rejected the treaty, by a majority of more than 
two-tbirds, throws a painful suspicion upon the personal 
veracity of the American Secretaiy ; and the more so, as 
no explanation was ever given to the public of the won- 
di'rful disciepancy between bis canvass and the actual 

Great Britain thought proper to di'iavow the machina- 
tions which II had been deemed expedient by the parti- 
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Sana of Texas to ascribe to her. Our Government was, on 
(he 8th April, officially informed, that it was indeed well 
tnown to the whole world that Great Britain desired the 
abolition of Slavery wherever it existed, but that she 
would not unduly interfere to accomplish it— that she 
aimed at no dominant influence in Texas, and that, in 
striving for human liberty, the Government would not 
" openly nor secretly resort to any measures which can 
tend ta disturb the tranquillity, or thereby affect the pros- 
perity of the American Union." This avowal, so frank 
and honorable, so becoming a free and a christian people, 
perhaps hunied the conclusion of the treaty, as it re- 
moved one of the pretended reasons alleged for its neces- 
sity. Four days after the British document was received, 
Mr. Calhoun, as Secretary of Stote, fo which office he had 
been appointed on the death of Mr. Upshur, had the 
gratification of signing a treaty with Texas, by which that 
State was annexed to the American Union. 

In the proiid elation of feeling caused by so signal a 
triumph in the cause of human bondage, Mr. Calhoun re- 
plied on the 8tli April, 1844, to the communication from 
the English Minister. He declared that the President 
viewed with deep concern, the desire avowed by Great 
Britain for the abolition of slaveiy ; tliat in his opinion, 
Texas by herself, could not withstand a compliance with 
this desire, and therefore " It is the imperative duty of 
the Federal Government, the common representative and 
protector of the States of the Union, to adopt, in self- 
defence, the most effectual means fo resist it ;" and that, 
in obedience to thia obligation, a treaty of annexation had 
been concluded. "And tliis step" (he asserted) " had been 
taken as the most effectual, if not the only means of 
guarding against the threatened danger." The next day 
he addressed a letter to the American Agent in Mexico, 
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anuoimcing the conclusion of the treaty, a step, he says, 
" which, was forced on, tka Government of ike United States 
in aelf'defence, in cousequcjice of the policy adopted by 
Great Britain in reference to the abolition of daoery in 
Texas." 

The audacious mendacity of this declaration ia the more 
remarkable, as Mr. Calhoun's own language hears witness 
to its falsity. The readers of these sheets have already 
had ahuodant proof, that the annexation of Texas was 
prompted by other motives than " self-defence" against 
t)ie anti-slavery policy of Great Britain, ^s manifested ia 
that Republic. So early as the 2'7th May, 1838, imme- 
diately after the rumor of tlie battle of San Jacinto, 
and even before the official account of the victory had 
reached Washington, and while Great Britain was wholly 
ignorant of the existence of such a Eepublic as Texas, 
Mr. Calhoun, in his place in tijc Senate, proposed the 
recognition of the Independence of Texas, and her 
immediate admission into the Union ! ! In liis speech on 
the occasion, he remarked, "There were powerful rea- 
sons why Texas should be a pai't of this Union. The 
southern States, owning a slave population, were deeply 
interested tnpreventinp thai country from having tkepomer 
to annoy them."* A revolted pi-ovince was in actual war 
wiih the parent country, and, while the slain in the 3ast 
battle were still unbuned, this champion of slavery pro- 
poses the mstant mcorporation of this province into the 
Union for the h-nofit of the slaveholdera — utterly reckless 
of the Wickedness of the act, trampling under foot the 
obligaljons of neutrality, and regardless of the calamities 
of war which such a measure would ineritably inflict upon 
ois country. 

But it is not enough that Mr. Calhoun's statement 
• Cong. Globe— 29lh Cong.. 2.1 S"s»., p. 496 
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should be falsified by himself. We summon a witness far 
more competent, and quite as credible as himself. Gene- 
ral Houston may well be called the father of the Texan 
Kepublic, having commanded its army on the field of San 
Jacinto, and afterwards presided over its councils as Pre- 
sident. The treaty with England was negotiated under 
his'dii-eotion, and he was necessarily mtimately acquainted 
with all the foreign relations of Texas. He was, more- 
over, chosen by the State of Texas to represent her in the 
United States Senate. On the 19tb February, 1847, he 
declared in his place in the Senate, "England never pro- 
posed the subject of slavery or of abohtion to Texas; 
England never made a suggestion to Tesas which, if she 
had pursued or accepted, would have degraded her in the 
eyes of the purest patriot that ever lired. Captain Elliot 
(3ritish Minister in Texas) required nothing but commer- 
■cial relations between England and Texas, and an inter- 
change of her fabrics for the products of the South.''* So 
much for the monstrous assertion that the treaty of annex- 
ation " was forced upon the Government of the United 
States in self-defence, in consequence of the policy adopted 
by Great Britsun in reference to the abolition of slavery in 

The treaty referred to was submitted to the Senate on 
the 22d April, 1844, and was bbjeoteb by that body by 
a vote of thirty-five to sixteen, Mr. Upshur's pledge to 
the Texan Government, that two-thirds of the Senate 
would approve of it, notwithstanding. 

Under no circumstances could this treaty have received 
the consent of two-thirds of the Senate, but the greatness 
of the vote against it was owing to otiier causes than hos- 
tility to annexation. Mr. Tyler was the most unpopular 
President that had _ever occupied the Executive t^hair. 

• Coog. Globs— 29th Cong. 2d Seas,, p. ifiS. 
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He was without personal or political influence, and his 
tenn of office was now ao nearly ejipired, that he had but 
Lttle patronage with Vvhich to secure Senatorial votes. It 
■wns clearly ascertd ned that the treaty could not be rati- 
fied even were all the friends of annexation to vote for it; 
and hence many of those friends consulted their own 
political views and prejudices in swelling the majority 
against it, and thus thwarting the aspirations of Mr. Cal- 
lioun. A presiidcniial election was approaching, and the 
southern oppou'jnts of Mr. Calhoun were well content to 
diminish by tlio'.r votes the influence his zeal in the cause 
of Texas was calculated to ^ve him. Although eager 
for Texas, they could not vote for a treaty so very objec- 
tionable as that made by Mr. Calhoun ; whereas, had its 
ratification (depended on them, there is little doubt their 
votes wov\id have been different 
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The majority in the Senate gainst tLe Texan treaty had 
Uught Messrs, Tyler and Calhoun the necessity of pre- 
Tonting, as far as possible, any new obstacle to a measure 
so near to their hearts. One great argument for annexa- 
tion was, that the war had virtually ceased between Texas 
and Mexico, the latter having for years refrained from all 
active hostility. Suddenly the Cabinet was alanaed 
by some threatening proclamations issued by tho Mexican 
authorities against Texas, couched in the usual inflated 
style. Past experience had shown the inabihty of M.?xico 
to subdue her reliellious province, sheltered, as it wijs, 
beneath the wing of the gi-eat republic. The threats of 
tliQ Mexicans were, indeed, idle words ; but Jlr. Tyler knew 
that, should the war be in fact renewed, its existence 
would be an argument against annexation, as that measure 
under such cireumstances wotdd necessarily make the 
United States a party to the war. It was, therefore, 
vesolved either to induce Mexico to relinquish her design 
to renew hostilities, or else to goad her into war against 
oureelves. Hence, on the 14th October, 1844, Mr. Shan- 
non, who had succeeded Mr, Thompson at Mexico, in obe- 
dienee to instructions, presented to the Government an 
insolent remonstrance against the farther prosecution of 
the war, and the sangmnary spirit in which it was to be 
waged. He declared that the war was to be renewed for 
the purpose of defeiiting annexation, an object which 
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Mr T}ler would not permit — dwelt upon the importance 
of Texas to thi* cuuntrj ind plainly mlimaled that we 
could not permit her to be iniaded without eip^u 
siiig her quanel We can icadily concene with what 
intense mdicrnahon fui own Go\emmtnt would re 
ceive a similar letter frcm a Bntish Mimster insult 
ing us for our harbarous mode of conducting the ■war 
against Mexio threatening ua with vengeance unless 
we made peace and permitted the peiceful cession of 
Cahfurma to tlio Bntish crown Meuco feeble and 
exhausted could recent the mhult only m words but 
fhej WPie words full of dignity truth and common 
sense Mi Rejon the Mexican Setretary (October 20th, 
184-i) informLd Shinnou that he ' has orders to repel 
the protest cow addressed to his Gi\irnmeiit and to 
declare that the President of the United States is much 
mistaken, if he supposes Mexico capable of yielding to 
the menace which he, exceeding the powers ffiven to Mm hy 
Um fundamental law of his nation, has directed against 
it," After commenting on the conduct of the United 
States, he concluded, " wliile one power is seeking more 
ground to stain by the slavery of an unfortunate branch 
of the human family, the other is endeavoring, by pre- 
sening what belongs to it, to diminish the surface which 
the former wants for this detestable traflc. Let the world 
now say, which of the two has justice and reason on 
its side." 

This letter was received in high dudgeon by Mr. Shan- 
non, who haughtily demanded a retraction- of the Secre- 
tary's letter, on the penalty of suspending all farther 
intercourse till he heard from Washington. To this 
imperdnenoe, Mr. Eejon replied that he was not surprised 
by Mr. Shannon's reluctance to discuss the conduct of his 
Government. " In fact, to what else can be attributed 
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Ibis eiclusive desire to claim for liimself, his nfition, and 
his Government, that respect denied by him to tlie 
Mesican Kepublic and its Government, to which he has 
BO often applied the term bargarol's, in iiis note of 14th 
October? Is the Government of ihe United States 
superior in dignity, or has its legislature any right to be 
thus wanting in respect to a Government to which it has 
refused the attentions due by courtesy to mere individu- 
als ? Instead of withdrawing his letter, he is oniered to 
reiterate his former statements," 

The manly, honest rebulte administered by Rejon to 
President Tyler, naturally gave great offence to that gen- 
tleman ; and on the 19th December, 1844, he laid the 
correspondence before Congress with very' indignant 
comments on " the extraordinary and highly offensive 
language which the Mexican Government has thought 
})roper to employ." But although he thought the con- 
duct of Mexico " might well justify the United States in 
a resort to any measure to vindicate their national honor," 
he abstained, through a sincere desire to preserve peace, 
from recommending a resort to " measures of redress," 
and contented himself with urging " prompt and imme- 
diate action on the subject of annexation." 
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A SUCCESS R t M fjler was to be chosen at the close 
of 1844 h t wl Q th treaty was rejected in June of 
t t J a po] t 1 gacity couid predict upon whom 

th 1 w uld f I! Mr. Tyler's wayward course, 

t the w h other oauses, had greatly curtailed the 
p f th whigs ; hut there was no proof that they 

h d 1 t ti scendency. 

In man} tances the slaveholders bad boldly declared, 
th t o Land date opposed to annexation, should receive 
h t^ Ti is sentiment was uttered in the formal 

es 1 f th r popular meetings, and reiterated hj' the 
I I Mr. Clay was the whig candidate ; and to 

1 flu at the South was added the cordial and 

un n m u upport of the whigs at the North ; under his 
au p es the p rty anticipated -a decided victory. The 
d raoc at pa ty presented a much less imposing front 
than 1 Its prominent candidate was Mr. Van 

B wl well as Mr, Ciay, had expressed a cautious 

qu 1 S d p a adverse to annexation at the present time, 
a d und aisting circumstances ; hut neither had 
ventured to hint an objection to the extension of slavery. 
T!ie democratic nominating convention met a't Baltimore late 
in May, and gave Mr. Van Buren a majority of its votes, as 
the democratic candidate for the Presidency. But the 
Southern members insisted and finally succeeded, that a 
majority of Iwo-thirds should be necessary to a nomination. 
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The two-tliird rule of course made those members mastefa 
of the Convention ; and it was soon found thatno candi- 
date could be selected except the nominee of the slave- 
holders. Mr. Van Bnren was rejected ; and the northern 
democracy were compelled to accept Mr. Polk in his room. 
The qualificaiions wJiich procuied for this gentleman the 
Iionor of a nomination, were doubtless his devotion to the 
cause of slavery, hia vituperation of the abolitionists and 
a recent printed letter in which he advocated the imme- 

The Convention having thus been compelled to nomi- 
nate Mr. Polk, the triumph of the democratic party, and 
its possession of power and office, of course depended on 
his election. To secure that election, the party were ne- 
cessarily compelled to adopt as their own the policy 
avowed by their candidate. Hence it became expedient 
for the Convention, as the representatives of the whole 
democratic party, to insist upon the immediate a. 
of Texas, and to enter the contest with these c 
words inscribed on their banners. Many of the party 
presses at the North had been loud in their denunciations 
of the Tesan plot ; and in the northern legislatures, demo- 
crats had vied with the whigs in passing i-esolutions con- 
demning annexation. But the couiioil of Baltimore was 
deemed infallible in matters of faith ; and forthwith the 
democracy of the North united with the slaveholders 
of the South in their efForls to extend the curse of human 
bondage. Mr. Polk received a majoiity of the electoral 
rotes, hut not of the popular suffrnge by which the Elec 
tore had been chosen. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

JOINT RESOLDTIOlf, 

Uhtil the refusal of the Seoate to ratify Mr. Tyler's 
treaty, no other mode of annexation than by treaty had 
been imagined. Texas claimed to be an independent na- 
tion, and had been acknowledged as such by the United 
Slates, France, and Great Briton. But contracts between 
independent nations are treaties, and the constitution in- 
trusts the power of making treaties to the President and 
two-thirds of the Senate. Of all contracts between two 
nations, none can be more important and solemn than that 
which suiTenders the sovereignty and domiiitis of the one 
to the other. All the territory which had been added to 
the United States, had been acqtured by treaty. Hence, 
when Texas contemplated annexation, she proposed doing 
it by treaty ; and Messrs. Tyler, Upshur, and Calhoun, all 
concurred at a later date in inviting Texas to enter the 
confederacy hy the operation of a treaty. But the slave- 
holders were reminded by the recent occurrences, that it 
required a majority of two-thirds of the Senate to anner 
a foreign territory in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution ; and that, as half of the Senators repre- 
sented free States, such a majority was at 'present unat- 
tainable. Necessity is the mother of invention ; and the 
truth of the aphorism now received a remarkable illustra- 
tion. It was suddenly discovered, that what could not be 
effected hy treaty, conld as well be performed by a joiat 
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resolution of tiie two houses of Congress. Such a reso- 
lution required only a Lare majoritj' in eacb branch. In 
this way treaties for the future, might be dispensed with 
whenever the Senate was found uncomplying ; and the 
foreign intercourse of the nation might be regulated, dis 
puted boundaries settled, and even the conditions of peace 
determined, by joint resolution. To whom is to be attri- 
buted this ingenious device for setting aside the Constitu- 
tion, smothering the oaths taken to support it, and usurp- 
ing the treaty-making power, is not known ; but Mr. Tylor 
has the credit of first announcing the discovery to the 
public. Mortified and irritated by the rejection of hU 
treaty, he immediately appealed to the House of llepre- 
tatives, laying the dishonored document before tliem, ami 
Tiinting that it was possible to elTeot annexation by other 
means than a treaty. But Mr. Tyler had so utterly anni- 
hilated the respect and confidence he had once enjoyed, 
that his influence was nugatory for good or for evil. The 
annexation of Texas was indeed effected, but it was effected 
bv other influences than those wielded by himself or by 
Mr. Calhoun. 

The administration of Mr. Tyler was to close, and that 
of Mr. Polk to commence, on the 4th March, 1845. The 
vote againt the annexation treaty the preceding June, had 
convinced the partisans of Texas, of the impossibility of 
liffecting their favorite object in a constitutional mode, and 
the friends of human liberty congratulated themselves that 
the danger was passed. Tlie election, however, of Mr. 
Polk, by identifying the democracy of the North with the 
policy of th^ South, revived the hopes, and invigorated 
the efforts of tlie friends of Texas. ' The patronage of the 
government had nowjbr the next four years been placed 
at the disposal of an avowed and zealous advocate of 
anneiadon. Under these drcumstaaces, it was det«> 
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mined to make a new effort to secure Tesas, regardlcsa 
of the Constitution. Nor was tlie expectation very un- 
reasonable, that a majority of the very Senate that had 
treated Tyler with contumely, as he was sinking below 
the horizon, might do homage to tlie rising sun. 

Mr. Polk was to be sworn into office on the 4th March ; 
and this circumstance afforded an excuse for the arriviil at 
the Capitol some weeks earlier, of the dispenser of the na- 
tion's patronage. His presence is well understood to have 
exerted a powerful influence on the votes subsequently 
given. On the 1st March, 1845, the famous joint resolu- 
tions, for the annexation of Texas as one of the States of 
the Federal Union, were finally passed ^ter a severe and 
doubtful struggle. 

One of the most extraordinary incidents of this most 
extraordinary and calamitous legislation, was the very pe- 
culiar tenderness of conscience evinced by certain southern 
Senators. The Lower House had passed a simple resolu- 
tion of anneialioa by a majority of twenty-two. But some 
of the Senators, although rabid for Texas, were troubled 
by the oath they had taken to support the Constitution, 
and t)iey did not well know how to reconcile that oath 
with the trickery by which it was intended to nullify the 
treaty-making power. They were happily relieved by the 
addition of another resolution virtually giving to the Pre- 
sident the option of effecting annexation by resolution or 
hy treaty. This ingenious device of authorizing the Presi- 
dent to respect or contemn at pleasure the requirements 
of the Constitution, and throwing upon him the responsi- 
bility of the choice, relieved the scruples of these conscien- 
tious gentlemen, and enabled them almost at the very last 
hour, by the change of their votes, to carry the question 
of annexation, in the Senate, by a majority of two. Should 
this strange expedient for satisfying constitutional scruples 
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seem insutBcient for the momentous effects ascribed to it, 
possibly a more satisfactory cause may be found in a de- 
claration made in a southern paper during' the debate, 
" We rejoice that those deserting democrats who oppose 
tills vital measure which Mr. Polk so anxiously desires to 
be settled at this session, will have nothing to expect 

FROM HIS ADMINISTRATION." As Mr. Polfc WS* at this 

time at Washington, it is not unreasonable to believe that 
the editor of the Ekhmond Snqutrer, was not the sole 
confidant of his intention lo withhold office froni every 
member who voted against annexaljoo. 

One of the gentlemen whose scruples threatened to de- 
feat annexation — but who, on his conscience becoming en- 
lightened, voted for the measure, and thus ensured it a 
majority in the Senate — was subsequently appobted by 
Mr. Polk to a foreign mission. 

No time was lost by Mr. Tyler in making the choice 
offered to him by the joint resolutions. On the 3td 
March, a few hours before his term of office expired, 
he despatched a messenger to the American agent in 
Texas, with a letter from Mr. Calhoun, instructing him to 
propose the resolution of annexation to the acceptance of 
the Texan Government, very sensibly objecting to annex- 
ation by treaty, because a treaty " must be submitted to 
the Senate for its ratification, and run the hazard of ra- 
ceiviog the votes of iwo-lMrds of the members present, 
which could hai-dly be expected if we are to judge from 
recent experience.'"'' On the 4th July, Texas consented to 

* The late Chancellor Kent, of N'ew York, waa at this time 
nnqueationnhlj the most eminent Juriat in America. lie thua 
wrote t^ a member of Congresa ; — " I acknowledge your speech 
»f January last on the Anneiation of Teiaa. I have pernaed it 
■with much satiafiiction ; and I deem if perfectly conclusive, that 
the Anneialion of Teias, by amcurr^ resaltUiim ef Coagten, 
waa unwarrantable, and a lanrpalron ofthi treaiii-making ptncer; 
in every view, violent, unjust, nnoonatitutjonBl. and rooet per- 
Dietoaa and unprincipled, and will lead to tlie rain of the Union," 
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be annexed, and the 22nd of the ensuing December, she 
was formally received as a State into the Federal Union. 

Independent of the violence done to the cause of mor- 
ality in the mode by ivliich annexation was effected, and 
in the motive by which it was prompted, the measure it- 
self was a gross and palpable violation of the neutral ob- 
ligations of tbe United Slates. It is ficely admitted that 
Texas was at the time an inde|)endent Slate, and as such 
had a right to form a union with the Federal Republic. 
But Texas was at war with Mexico; and we have seen 
thiit Mr. Tyler not merely acknowledged the esiatence of 
the war, but, nfler his Treaty of Annexation had been 
rejected, officially remonstrated with Mexico on the bar- 
barous manner in which that power intended to prosecute 
hostilities. It is impossible to deny that a neutral nation, 
forming an alliance offensive and defensive with another at 
the time engaged in war, by that very act becomes herself 
a belligerent. But annesalion was an alliance, in the strong- 
est sense, both offensive and defensive. So sensible was 
tbe Administration of this fact, tliat, as we shall see here- 
after, a land and nival force was prepared to defend Texas 
against the meditated assault ri Momco It aftet the 
commencement of hostihtics between Me\ico and the 
United Statts England or Erance had iccepted a cession 
of Califoima fiom Mexico the acceptance itself would 
have been tintamount to a detlaration ot war agamst this 
country Hdd a fleet and arm} been stnt from Europe 
to protect Mexico from our inva.sion woifld the fict that 
Mexico was an independent mtitn ha*e satisfied us that 
we had no cJuae for complaint at such an interference ' 
By the laws of nifions annciation was an act of war 
against Mexico 

Eight ^ears befoie this eient the Re \ Dr Channing 
of Boston in a pubhci ion againit the scheme wlich he 
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well knew was entcrtmned by the Administration— of add- 
ing Texas to the Union — utt«red the following fearful 
prediction, whicli has now for the most part become liis- 
tory : — " By this act (annexation) our country will enter oa 
a career of encroachment and crime, and will merit the pun- 
ishment and woe of aggravated wrong-doing. The seizure 
of Texas will not stand alone. It will be linked, by an 
iron necessity, to long-coktinued debiis or rapine asd 
BLOOD. Ages may not see the catastrophy of the tragedy 
the first scene cf w\in,h we ^re so ready to enact. Texas 
is a countrj conquered bv our citizens, and the annexation 
of it to our Umon iviU be but the beginning of conquests, 
which, unless arrested and beaten back by Providence, 
will stop on!y at the Isthmus of Darien. Henceforth we 
must cease to cry — Peace, peace. Our Eagle wiU whet, 
not gorge, his appetito on his first victim, and will snuff 
a more tempting quarrj', more alluring blood, id every 
new region which opens aouihward," 
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Immediately after the final vote on the annexation of 
Texas had been taken in the Senate, a senator from Flo- 
rida arose in his place, and introduced a resolution de- 
claring it expedient for the President to open negotiations 
for the cession of the Island of Cuba to the United States. 
No action was called for ; the sole object of the resolution 
being to familiarize the public mind with devices for the 
acquirement of slave territory. The addition of Texas 
operated but as blood to the famished wolf; and the ap- 
petite for Mexican provinces, inslead of being satiated, 
was stimulated to a ravenous ferocity. Texas had been 
gdned virtually under Mr. Tyler's administration, and 
tliere is reason to believe that Mr. Polk was resolved that 
kis should be signalized by the annexation of California. 
This province had long excited the cupidity of the slave- 
holders, and great efforts were now made to stinaulatc 
public opinion into unison with the designs of the Presid- 
ent. The newspapers teemed with articles on the fertility 
of California, * its vast importance to the United States, 
and, as a matter of course, the secret designs of Great 
Britain to appropriato it to herself, either by force or by 
treaty. The reader will i-ecollect the premature seizure 
and annexation for ever of California by Commodore Jones : 
be will also call to mind that, at an earlier period, fruit- 
less efforts had been made to purchase tlie province, 
whole or in part. Already many of our restless wander- 
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ing adventurers had penetrated into thut distant territory ; 
and t!ie opinion had been estensively propagated, that it 
■was a, region too lich aiid too convenient to be left in pos- 
session of the Mexicans. The Mexican Government, 
taught wisdom by the result of Texan colonization, made 
an order expelling American citizens fi-om California. 
Our Minister protested ; and the ordinance was so modi- 
fied as to include aU foreigners deemed dangerous to the 
public peace. But against this Mr. Calhoun, then Secre- 
tary of State, ordered a new protest. 

Let us now attend to the confessions of our Minister, 
Mr. Thompson: "Near, the end of December, 1843, I 
received information that the Govcmment of Mexico had 
issued an order expelling ail natives of the United States 
from the department of California and the adjoining de- 
partments. No attempt, however, had been made up to 
that time to execute the order. A similar order had been 
issued a few yeai's before, including not only citizens of 
the United Slates, but Biitish subjects also ; and thb 
order had been actually executed to the great damage 
and, in some instances, ruin of the persons removed. All 
the efforts of the Englisli and American Ministers to 
procure a recision of this order were ineffectual for six 
months. I had the good fortune, however, after a some- 
what angry correspondence, to liave the order rescinded, 
not, however, until I resorted to the ultima ra(io of diplo- 
macy, AND DEMANDED Mr PASSPORTS — a mcasure which a 
minister is rarely justified m resorting to without the orders 
of Lis government. I confess I was very much afraid 
that the passports would have been sent ; but' I thought 
that the step was justified by the circumstances, and that 
it would cut short a long discussion. The result showed 
that in this calculation I was right. The order was re- 
Rciud«d, and expresses seat to all the departments, tha 
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distance of some of which was two thousand miles 1 
confess that m taking tlie high ground I did, upon the 
order expelhng oui people from Cililornia I felt tome 
compunctious visitings , tor I had been informed that a 
plot had hein arraiiaed and uai, about being deieloptdhy 
(Ae Antertcang and other Jvreitners m that department, to 
re-enact the scenes of Texas." * 

Mr. Tliompson, in describing California, says: "Sugar, 
rice, and cotton, tind there their own congenial clime " — 
p. 234. Of course the same motives which led to the 
" scenes in Texas," would prompt their re-enactment in 
California. We shall see hereafter that Mr. Thompson 
was not misinformed. 

There were two modes of acquiring California — by 
negotiation and by war. The first was the most econo- 
mical, the latter would probably be the most expeditious, 
but, unless commenced by Mexico, would be extremely 
hazardous to the popularity and stability of the Admioi- 
Etration. 

By blustering about our claims, swelling thfim to the 
greatest possible point of inflation, and then kindly offer- 
ing to waive them all in consideration of a cession of Cali- 
fornia, and throwing in a douceur of a few millions, per- 
haps it might be possible to worry Mexico into a surren- 
der of the province. But the result was doubtful. Mexico 
had been very tenacious of her soil, and had refused every 
bribe to part' with it. War was the alternative. Mexico 
was just now extremely sensitive on the subject of Texas, 
Her Minister at Washington had demanded his passports 
on tho passage of the joint resolutions. Mr. Shannon, 
after irritating the Government by his insulting demeanor, 
had left Mexico, and all diplomatic intercourse between 
the two countries was now suspended. Under such cir- 
• Eecdlleotions of llaiioo, p. 227-233. 
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cumsfauces, it would not be difficult fo excite a war, and 
a war would give us California. But then a war, fo be 
popular or even to be endured by the North, wliich would 
share i(a burdens but not its spoils, must be " a war by 
fJie act of Mesico." 

It was obviously most expedient to try negotiation in 
the first instance, and, if that Failed, then to bring on a 
war by inducing Mexico to strike the first blow. Such a 
ii-ar could be waged as one of dffen<^e, not of agression ; 
Mexico would of course be immediately humbled, and we 
might dictate the terms of peace, one of which would bo 
the surrender of the coveted province. Subsequent events 
have manifested that the policy we have explained was 
early adopted by Mr. Polk, and maintained with un- 
WBTering pertinacity 
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CHAPTER SVni. 

MISSION OF MR. SUDELL TO MEXICO. 

Before an attempt could be made to acquire California 
by negotiation, it was necessary to restore the diplomatic 
intercourse between the tivo countries. For this purpose, 
the American Consul in Mexico, in compliaince with in- 
atructions, addressed a letter, 13th October, 1845, to the 
Meaican Secretary of State, inquiring whetlier the Mexi- 
can Government " would receive an Envoy from the 
Uajted Slates, entrusted with fall powers lo adjust a!l 
gueUions in dispute between the two Governments." Two 
days afterwards, the Secretary personally delivered to the 
Consul a reply, stating. " that although the Mexican na- 
^on is deeply injured by the United States through the 
acts committed by them in the Department of Texas, 
which bdongs to this nation, my Government is disposed 
to receive the Com'missimier of the United States who may 
come to this country with full powers to settle the present 
dispute in a peaceful, reasonable, and honorable manner, 
thus giving a new proof that even in the midst of its inju- 
ries and of its firm decision to esact adequate reparation 
for tliem, it does not repell with contumely the measures 
of reason and peace lo which it is invited by its adver- 
sary." This, it will be obsened, was an indirect reply to 
the quesliou put by the Consul. Instead of consenting to 
receive an Eiwoy with full powers to adjust all questions 
in dispute, the Secretary refers expressly to the dispute 
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about Texas, and, with a show of condescension, says 
that his Government will receive the Commissioner who 
may come to settle the present dispute, . The language 
irresistihly refers fo a Commissioner who is to offer, not 
to demand, reparation for a certiun injury, alleged to 
have been committed in " the department of Tesas." 

Such is the fair, and indeed, the only inference to ba 
drawn from the answer returned to the Consul. The 
answer was not improbably dictated by that species of 
cunning which politicians are so apt to mistake for wis- 
dom. It may have been the design of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment to use language which would hereafter permit it 
to reject an American Minister, or to refuse entering with 
him into negotiations on other topics than Texas, should 
circumstances render such a course expedient. A similar 
cunning was evinced by the Cabinet at Washington in its 
prompt acceptance of the equivocal reply of the Mexican 
Secretary, as a full and explicit answer to the question 
proposed by the Consul. Should the Envoy he received, 
the affair of Texas would of course be set aside as res adju- 
dicala, while the alternative of California or payment of 
claims rtould be pressed upon the feeble, distracted Gov- 
ernment of Mexico, If, however, the Envoy should be 
rejected on the ground, that the Government had con- 
sented to receive only a Commissioner to treat about 
Texas, then loud complaints of breach of faith, and of 
insult offered to the national honor, would prove conven- 
ient incentives to war. Mr. Polk avoiding all explanations, 
hurried off Mr. Slidell, of Louisiana, as Minister to Mexico, 
within three weeks of the meeting of Congress, and of 
course without waiting for the confirmation of his nomina- 
tion by the Senate. The Mexican Secretary, mindful of 
the rudeness with which his Government had been hitherto 
treated by American fuuctionarias, expressed the hope. 
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that the person now to be sent would be one " wbose 
dignity and prudence, and moderation, and the discreet- 
ness and reasonableness of his proposals, will tend to 
calm, as much hs possible, the just irritation of the Mexi- 
cans." How far the gentleman selected by Mr. Polk 
endeavored to exercise a caimmg influence, will be seen in 
the sequel. 

On the Sd of December, it was reported in Mexico, that 
the new Envoy had landed at Vera, Cruz. On this, the 
Mexican Secretary sought an interview with our Consul, 
and begged him to induce Mr. Slidell to postpone, for the 
present, his appearance in the Capital, as he had not been 
expected before January, by which time the Government, 
having collected the opinion and consent of the departraeuts, 
"it would be able to proceed in the affair with more secuiity." 
The existing administration were charged by the party in 
opposition with being, too fiicndly to the United States. 
" You know," remarked the Secretary to the Consul, " the 
opposition are calling us traitors for entering into this ar- 
rangement witb you ;" and he declared that the Govem- 
mL'Dt were afraid that the appearance of tbe Envoy at 
this time wouid produce a revolution against it, which 
would terminate in its destruction.* The Consul imme- 
diately advanced to meet Mr. Slidell, and at Puebla ac- 
quainted him with the wishes of the Government. Far 
from consulting those wishes, he pushed on to the Capital, 
where he arrived on Saturday, the 6th of December, and 
the enminff Monday officially announced his arrival, and 
asked for an audience for tbe purpose of presenting hia 
credentials as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of tie United States. This letter ivas the same 
day delivered by the Consul to the Mexican Secretary of 
State, who assured him that "he himself was well dis- 

* 29th Cong., 1st Sesn., Semite Documents, Ko. 33T, p. 18. 
10" 
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posed to have eteri/lhing amkably arranged, but that llie 
opposition was strong-, and opposed tlie Gfovernment with 
great violence in thin ineasuiu, and t!iat tlie Govemraenl. 
had to proceed with great caution ; that nothing positive 
could be done until the new Congress met in Janudrj." 
On Wednesdny, the 10th December, Slidell was informed 
tiiat his letter must bo submitted to the Council of Gov- 
ernment before a reply could be returned. But this gen- 
tleman would not brook delay, and on Saturday sent the 
Consul to inquire when an answer would be given. The 
Consul wns told the letter had been submitted to a Com- 
mittee of the Council, and that as soon as the Committee 
had reported, an'answer would be sent ; that Mr. Slidell 
came as a resident Minister, and not a Commissioner to 
treat of Texas, as was expected. Tlie Secretary appealed 
to the Consul, that he himself Imew " the critical situa- 
tion of the Mexican (Government, and that it had to pro- 
ceed with great caution and circumspection in this affair ; 
that the Government itself mas well disposed to arrange all 
difficulties." 

These assurances of the friendly dispositions of the Gov- 
ernment, and their earnest soli citfition for a little delay, till 
those dispositions could be sanctioned and supported by the 
Congress about to assemble, seemed to have confirmed Mr, 
Slidell in his resolution U> force matters to extremities ; and 
accordingly, without waiting for the report of the Commit- 
tee, he dispatched another letter on the ensuing Monday to 
the Secretary, requiting to know when he migiit expect an 
answer to his first, and declaring, what was absolutely 
false, that '' he is necessarily ignorant of the reasons which 
have caused so long a delay." The " long delay" was 
precisely seven days, and within that time he had been 
(ictce officially infoimed through the Consul of " the rea- 
Booa" of the delay. To this letter an answer was returned. 
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stating that the delay complained of, bad arisen from cer- 
t^n difficukieB arising from the nature of his commission, 
compared with the character of a negotiator to treat on 
the subject of Tesaa, whom the Uniled 8l«tes had pro- 
posed to send to Mexico ; thsit tlie subject had.been sub- 
mitted to tlie Council of Government, and that the result 
would be cornmunicated to him without loss of time. The 
next day, IVth December, Sir. Slidell wrote to the Gov- 
ernmental Washington, detailing the progress of the nego- 
tiation thus far. It will bo observed, that up to this date 
he had neither been received, nor refused, and in this very 
letter he remarks that " the impression here among the 
best infoiTued persons is, that the Pi-esident and his Cabi- 
net are really desirous to enter frankly upon a negotiation 
which would terminate all their difficulties with the United 
Slates.",, The day after this letter was received at Wash- 
ingcon, peremptory orders were sent to General Taylor to 
march to the Kio Grande ; and this order, necessarily cal- 
culated and obviously intended to bring on a war, has 
been vindicated on the ground, that the Mexican Govern- 
ment had re/aaed to treat with Mr. Slidell ! 

It was ob f m wl t ) d paaa d tl t the Mexican 

odministra al I 1 p & t i \ •ra, was not 
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can possibly be found to carry on the government. The 
annual expense of the army alone exceeds twenty-one 
millions of dollars, while the net revenue is not more than 
ten or twelve. While there is a prospect of war with the 
United States, no capitalist will loan money,at any rale, 
however onerous. Every branch of the revenue is already 
pledged in advance. The troop m t b pa d fh y 
will revolt." Of course from such g m t w uld 
be easy to wrest California, and a m hmeas^e 
might want. 

Mr. Slidell, having, as we have ea rcfus d t p rm t 
the Mexican Cabinet to postpone th d n p t 
his reception, till the meeting of C J n ry 

that decision was communicated t i m th OtI 

December. He would be receiv d a C mm t 

treat of the questions relating to T is but I th t 

question ivas arranged, he could n t b d a M ma 

ter plenipotentiary. 

Mr. Slidell was of course very insulting in hia reply. 
" The annals of no ciidlized nation present, in so short a 
time, so many wanton attacks upon the rights of person and 
property as have been endttred by the citizens of the United 
States from the Mexican autliorilies." It is to be appre- 
hended that this gentleman is either very imperfectly ac- 
quainted with the annals of civilized nations, or very unscru- 
pulous in drawing inferences from them. In the excitement 
of the moment, and for the sole purpose of irritation, he 
paraded before the Mexican Secretary, the millions de- 
manded by the American government as compensation 
for " the accumulated wrongs" of its " much-injnred citi- 
zens." The indebtedness of Mexico, according to Mr. 
Slidell was as follows, viz. : 
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The award under the treat7 of 1S3VI, $2,026,159 
Claima then left uuaettled, 4,2(35,454 

Claima subaequcntlj prcaunteJ, 2,200,000 



We have lieretofore seen that the total amount of clMma 

presented to the hoard of arbitrators, was $11,850,578 

The claims afterwards fabricated were, it seems, 2,200,000 



Total claim from Mexico, Sl4, 050,578 

It may here be edifying to the reader to intemipt our 
narrative for a moment, to ad e 1 m of tl e fate of tl cse 
modest demands, under the pe a! guard an h p of the 
Cabinet of Washington. T! e Comm i>fi ners ^nd ump e 
appointed by treaty, after a jud al n e t i^tion rejec ed 
as spnrious, or fraudulent k ms to tl e amou t of 
$5,508,975. The unliquidated cl.iims, aftei deducting the 
award made under the treaty, amounted to $6,455,464. 
Of these, by the treaty of peaee, the Ameiican Govern- 
ment assumes and promises to pay such as may be found 
valid by its own Commissioners, rwt exceeding, however, 
in amount §3,250,000. This sum deducted from the 
balance above, leaves no less than $3,205,464, absolutely 
and irrevocably abandoned and repudiated by the Federal 
Government, while the Government of Mexico is by treaty 

• It will be reeoUpoted that a convention concluded by Mr. 
Thompson, tho interest on the wliole award was to bapaid on 
the 30lli April, 1843, and tlie principal in twenty instalments, 
one every throe months. The Interest was punctually paid, as 
were the three first instalnienta. The moaey for the?e payments 
was raised hy forced lains, so anjtious was the Meiiean govern- 
ment to moot its ongagenieiits, notwithstanding its miancial 
embarrnasments. The measures adopted by out awn govern- 
ment in reftrence to the annexation of Te!:as, together with the 
■tats of the Meiican trflnaury, delayed, and finally prevented the 
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stipulation released from all obligation to pay thuiu ! The 
sum thus abandoned, added to tlie sum rejected by the 
arbitrators and umpire, makes the very respectable amount 
of g8, 774,439. But this amount is yet to be greatly en- 
larged. The unliquidated claims are those preferred at 
the eleventh hour, when the government was striving to ex- 
aggerate the suffeiings of our citizens, for the purpose of 
bullying Mexico out of territory, and when it was hoped that 
the greater the amount of claims, the more ready would 
the nation be for war. The best claims were undoubtedly 
those first presented. We here find that of those which 
were investigated fiee-aeventks were found spurious. On 
the very unreasonable supposition that the remaining 
claims are not more worthless than the fri-st, less than two 
millions will remain to be paid for by the government In 
all human probabihty, one million will be more than suffi- 
cient to meet every equitable demand ; and thus of the 
14 millions of claims about 11 will hare proved in the 
end to be fictitious. Of this base currency Mr. Slidell, as 
we bave seen, took 6 millions with him to Mexico. The use 
he was to malie of it, is thus specified in his instructions : 

" Fortunately the joint resolution of Congress for an- 
nejang Te.xas to the United States, presents the means of 
satisfying these claims, in perfect consistency with the in- 
terests as well as tbe honor of both republics. It has 
reseri-ed to this government the adjustment of all ques- 
tions of boundary that may arise with other governments. 
This question of boundary may therefore be adjusted in 
such a manner between the two republics as to cast the 
burden of debt due to American claimants on their own 
Govemiaent, while it wiU do no injury to Mexico."* 

* The instructions to Mr. Slidell were called for by the Houae 
of Representiitiyes ; but the President refused to ooramimicate 
thera. A copy, however, waa aurceptitioualjf obtained, and was 
publiabeii in the newspapers: its authenticity has neyer btien 
questioned. 
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In otlicr woidi Mr. Slidell is to buy tenitory, and 
these fraudulent claJma are to form part of tlie considera- 
tion. He is authorized to offer the claims and $5,000,000 
for New Mexico, and the claims and §26,000,000 for both 
New Mexico and California. Thus we see the envoy was 
sent on a land-jobbing mission, armed with claims to the 
amount of eight millions to bully, and with twenty-five mil- 
lions of doUara to bribe, the Mexicans to dismember their 
republio. 

Mr. Polk was determined to have Mexican territory, 
peaceably if he could — forcibly if he must. If he could 
not buy, ho intended to winquer. Hence, the moment the 
Cabinet learned from Slideil's letter, that he had not been 
immediately received, although the question of reception 
was still undecided, the army was ordered to the Rio 
Grande. A few days after the decision was made known 
to Slidell, the Mexican administration was changed, and 
Paredes, the Jiead of the belligerent party assumed the 
reins of government. On this change becoming known at 
Washington, Slidell was ordered to present his credentials 
to the new Cabinet, and demand his recognition ; and this 
very order was avowedly given to facilil^to war. " On 
your return to the United States, energetic measures 
agmnst Mexico would at once be recommended by the 
President, and these might fail to ohtain the support of 
Congress, if it could be asserted that the existing Govei'n- 
ment Lad not refused to receive our ilinister."* The 
demand was accordingly made, and, as was foreseen, re- 
fused, and Mr. Slidell came home. 

It was, it seems, the intention of Mr. Polk, on this last 
refusal, to invoke Congress to declare war (take " ener- 
getic measures ") on the ground that Mexico by refusing 

:e SeDa.te Docaments, 2dt]i 
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to receive )jis Minister Plenipotentiary, compelled us to 
seek payment of our claims by tlie sword. On further re- 
flection, this design waa abandoned. A recommendation to 
commence the work of humiin butchery /or such a ctfuse, 
'' might fiiil to obtain the support of Congress." It 
was thought more expedient first to provoke Lostilities, 
and then to call on Congress to r^se armies to defbsb 
the country. Hence, although Congress was in Session 
when the Pi'esident received intelligence of Mr. Slidell's 
final rejection, he did not " recommend energetic mea- 
sures agmnst Mexico," aa Mr. Buchanan said he would. 
A course had been taken which left but little to the dis- 
cretion of the Legislature. Before we proceed to describe 
that course, it will be necessary to examine the claim on 
which it was founded, viz., that the Rio Grande was the 
western boundary of the United Slates. 
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CHAPTER XIX 



Whatetek may have been the original limits of the 
region which ancient discoverers and geographers named 
Texas, the boundaries of the revolted Mexican province of 
that name, are no more necessarily identical with those 
limits, than are the boundaries of the State of Louisiana 
with the limits once assigned to the vast territory bearing 
the same name. The State of Texas was carved by 
Mexico out of her domains, and, in union with Coahuiia, 
was entitled fo a common legislature, and a representation 
in the Mexican Congress. In 1833, Texas, as already 
mentioned, dissolved her union with Coahuila, but laid no 
claim whatever to any portion of the territory of her late 
associate. The limits of the Slats of Texas were well 
known, and defined on maps. Its boundary commenced 
at the mouth of the river Nueces, in Corpus Christi bay ; 
and followed that river to its source, thence to the line of 
New Mexico, near the Gaudaloupe mountains, thence 
easterly to the southern branch of the Colorado, and along 
that branch to the main stream, and with that fo and 
along the boundary line of the United States to the Gulf 
of Mexico. The country between the Nueces and Uio 
Grande was embraced in Coaiiuila and the Northern dis- 
trict of TamauUpas. A map of Texas, published in 1 83 1 , 
^ives the Nueces as its southern limit ; and in a descrip- 
tion of Texas, published in the same year, by a visitant, it 
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is said that the province is bounded by " the Nueces, 
which divides it from Ta,mau!ipas and Coahuila." 

In 1833, Benjamin Lundy travelled extensively in Tesaa 
and Mexico ; and his diary, published since his death, con- 
tains entries which- show most conclusively what was then 
considered by the Texans as the southern or south- 
western boundary:— "1S33, October 11th. We pro- 
ceeded this morning over some delightful plains, on a good 
level road. At half-past nine, we reached and crossed 
'■r Nueces, which is the western limit of what is 



called Texas, 



If course we are now in Coahuila." 



"February 1, IS33. Laredo is a poor-looking place. 
It contains about 2200 inhabitants. The people look 
like mulattoes. They are fiiendly and clever, but not one 
of them can speak English. Laredo is the first settlement 
that I have seen in Tamaulipas." Life of Benjamin 
Lundy.pp. 67,95, 

In 1836, as we have seen. President Jackson laid before 
Congress the report of his special agent, Mr. Moffit, who 
was sent to Texas to acquire information for tbe Govern- 
ment. The agent reported that " the political limits of 
Texas proper (that is, the Mexican State of Texas), 
before the last revolution, were the Nueces river on the 
West," &e. 

In 1837, was published a map of Texas, '• compiled by 
Stephen F. Austin, from surveys by Genera] Teran of the 
Mexican Army ;" and here again we have the Nueces 
for its western boundarj'. So late as June 28th, 1845, Mr. 
Donaldson, American Charg6 d' Affaires to Texas, declared, 
in an official letter, that Corpus Christ! "is the most western 
point now occupied by Texas." The Mexican Government 
always insisted, that the territory on the Eio Grande, had 
never belonged to TexSs. The Mexican commissioners ap- 
pointed to treat of peace, were, by instructions, authorised 
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to acknowledge tiie independence of Texas ; but, to avoid 
mistake, it was added, " by Texas is undei-atood the terrilorj' 
known by that name after the treaties of 1319, when it 
fonned part of the State of Coabuila and Texas, and not by 
any means tlie territory between the Nueces and the Bravo, 
which the Congress of tlie pretended Texans cliumed to 
belong to it." On the Idth March, 1846, Gen. Mejia, the 
commandant at Metamoras, in a proclamation announcing 
Taylor's invasion, to prove that the Americans intended to 
seize temtory not included m Tevaj>, remarked the 
hmita of Texa*, are ccrtam and leco^iiiaed mur Aaw 
(Aey exttnled beyond thi, inei Ivueees 

It IS therefore beyond all djufat, that no pomt of tho 
We^cau State of Texas ctme m contact witn the Rio 
Giande In what mannci then bad tbe Rtpubhe 
<^ Texas acquired the iiametise extent of ter itjry 
she ckimcd" A-. it came neither hj putclitse nor by 
treaty tiie title if anj muit ha^e been conferred 
by tlie sword On the 2d Mdich 1836 the Mexican 
State of Texii. bounded as we bate '.nea by the Nuecei 
declared its independence This deckntion while it 
cbanged the political relations of Texas had no effect on 
its terrttory On the 2lBt Apiil of the same year the 
TH,toiy ot San Jacinto secured the sepiratjoa of Texa 
from Mexico ; but it was a victory obtained over Mexican 
tixiops in the heart of Texas, not a conquest of Mexican 
territory. It was a victory, however, which emboldened 
the Texans to daim for the purpose of occupying at 
phi isure, whatei er land they thought might be convenient. 
We find from the offii,ial report of General Jackson's 
agent, laid before Congress by the President, that almost 
on the battle field, " immediately after the battle of San 
Jai into," It was the intention of the Texan Government 
" to hai e claimed from the Rio Gi-ande, along the river to 
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the 30th degree of latitude, and then West to tho 
Pacific" ! ! It was, however, on reflection, thought this 
was more than was necessary ; and so, on the 16th De- 
cember of the saoie year, the Texan Legislature voted 
themselves parts of New Mexico, Coahuila, and Tamau- 
lipaa, about cqiial in extent to the whole of Texas itself. 
This additional lejiitory is bounded by the Rio Grande, 
and, hence, and in rirtue of tliis act of the Ifith Decem- 
ber, 1836, when the Tesan Government did not own or 
possess jurbdiction over one inch of land on the Rio 
Grande, Mr. Polk ordered General Taylor, 15th June, 
1S43, to hold himself in readiness to march his troops into 
Texas, where " you will select and occupy, on or near the 
lUo Grande del Norte, such a site as will consist with the 
healtSv of the troops, and will be best adapted to repel 
invasion, and to protect what, in the event of annexation^, 
will be OUR WESTERS frontiee." 

The act of the Texan Le^slature, of course, no more 
deprived Mexico of her right to Santa F6, than it coiUd 
have deprived us of our right to Oregon. Mr. Polk, in 
clmming thus early the Rio Grande as the western boun- 
dary of the United States, and ordering a military force 
to fake possession of it, acted in his capacity of chief 
magisti'ate, and either with or without authority. As the 
claim he advanced to this boundary, and his measures to 
enforce that claim, led to hostilities, it is important 
to inquire how far this gentleman was authorised by the 
laws of his country, to involve it in the calamity of war. 

It was only in the event of annexation, that Mr. Polk 
claimed the Rio Grande as the western boundary of the 
United States. Hence it becomes important to ascertain, 
if the act of annexation did indeed transfer to the United 
States the territories voted to itself by the Republic of 
Texas. The Tyler treaty of annexation was silent as to 
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boundaries ; and wliy ? Let Mr. Calhoun, who negotiated 
it, answer, Jso sooner was the treaty signed, than the 
Secretary officially informed tlie Mexican Government, 
that the United States had " taken every precaution to 
make the ternia of the treaty as little objectionable to 
Mexico as possihle ; and, among- others, has left the boun- 
dary of Texas without specification, so that what the line 
of boundary should be might be an c^n question, to be 
fairly and fully discussed and settled according to the 
rights of each." 

Notwithstanding this letter, it was objected to the 
treaty in the Senate, that the very absence of all specifi- 
cation of boundary might be regarded as an implied sanc- 
tion of the ridiculous pretensions of Texas. Mr. Benton 
who, as we have seen, was one of the earliest advocates 
of annexation, indignantly rejected the idea, that Texas 
could confer upon the United States title to territory she 
never owned. In his speech against the ratification of 
the treaty, he used the following language : " I wash my 
hands of all attempts to dismember the Mexican Repub- 
lic by seizuig her dominions in New Mexico, Chihuahua, 
Coahuila, and Tamaulipas. The treaty, in all that relates 
to the boundary of the Rio Grande, is an act of unpa- 
ralleled outrage on Mexico. It is the seizure of two thou- 
sand miles of her territory, without a word of explanation 
with her, by virtue of a treaty with Texas to which she 
is no party. By this declaration, tho thirty thousand 
Mexicans in the left half of the valley' of the Rio del 
Norte are our citizens, and standing. Id the language of 
the President's Message, in a hostile attitude towards us, 
and subject to be repelled as invaders. Taos, the seat of 
the Custom-house, wheje our caravans enter their goods, 
b ours ; Santa F6 the capital of New Mexico is ours— ^ 
Governor Armijo is our Governor, and subject to be tried 

n* 
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for treason, if he does not submit to us ; twenty Mexipan 
toivQS-and ullages,* are ours, and their peaceful inhabi- 
tants cultivating their fields and tending their flocks, are 
suddenly converted by a stroke of the President's pea 
into American citizens or American rebels. 

"1 therefore propose, as an additional resolution, ap- 
phoable to the Rio del Norte boundary only, the one 
which I will read, and send to the Secretary's table, and 
one on wLich I shall at the proper time ask the vote of 
the Senate. This is the resolution : 

"Kesolved, that the incorporation of the left bank of 
the Rio del Norte into the American Union, by virtue of 
a treaty with Texas, comprehending, as the said incorpor- 
ation would do, a psu^ of the Mesican departments of 
New Mexico, Chihuahua, Coahuila, and Taniaulipas, would 
be an act of aggression on Mexko, for all the consequences 
of which the United States would stand responsible." 

There can be no doubt the resolution would have passed, 
had not the rejection of the treaty prevented a vote 
Wmg taken. Mr. Silas Wright, a distinguished dcraoeratie 
Senator from New York, afterwards vindicating his vote 
against the treaty, asserted, " I believed that the treaty, 
from the boundaries that must be implied from it, if 
Mexico would not treat with us, embraced a country to 
which Tesas had no claim, over which she had never as- 
serted jurisdiction, and which she had no right to cede." 

• The following are soma of the Meiioan towoB and seltle- 
menSa along thB enst border of the Rio Grnnda. which aoooriiiiig 
to Sir. Polk, are on our aide " the boundnry line of (he United 
States," but in which, at the time of the invasion, was not to be 
found one single magiatsiite holding a oommiasion either from 
the Federal Government, or the State of Texas— viz Tmb, 
Peoria, Orampa, Enibudo.Namba, San Juan, Vitior, San Domin- 
go, San Branilla,, San Am, Siin Dioa, Albuqnerque, Sao For- 
Banda, Valenoia, Fonclara,LnsNutriaa, Alnmillo.Ssn PaaquaJ, 
Christobal, Las Pepuallas, Presidio, Dolores, Loredo, and Point 
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It thus appears that, in 1844, Messrs. Tyler and Calhoun 
admitted the houndaiy of the Eio Grande to be an o^n 
question; while Messrs. Wiight and Benton, and probably 
a great majority of the Senate, disclaimed and repudiated 
all right whatever to what Mr. Polk terms " om' weateru 
frontier." 

On the 3rd March, 1845, Congress passed an act al- 
lowing drawback on goods exported to "Santa Fe in 
Mexico,''' But according to the Texan Act of 16th De- 
cember, 1836, Santa Fe was in the Eepublic of Texas. 
Here, then, we have, on tlie part of the Congress of the 
United States, a distinct repudialJon of the paper boimd- 
aries set up by the victors at San Jacinto. We had, 
moreover, a Consul at Santa Fe, recognized lot by the 
Tesan but the Mexican Government. Yet it was after 
this act was passed, and before we had acquired a title to 
a foot of Texan land, that Mr. Polk took measures to 
seize by force of arms the territory on the Eio. Grande, in 
case of annexation. 

Falsehood is ever inconsistent with itself. Mr, Polk, in 
his Message, 8th December, 1846, speaking of the actual 
separation of Texas from Mexico previous to annexation, 
uses the expression, " Uo hostile foot finding rest within 
her territory for six or seven years." Yet all this time, 
Mexican villages east of the Rio Grande were governed 
by Mexican laws and magistrates, and the Secretary-at- 
War, in ordering General Taylor to advance to that river, 
waiTis him of the Mexican military establishments on this 
side of it. If no hostile foot had found rest in Texan ter- 
ritory for sis or seven years, then most certainly the Eio 
Grande territory was not in Texas. Mr. Polk, moreover, 
tells Congress that, in December, 1836, a Texan law de- 
clared "the Rio Grande from its mouth to its source to 
be their boundary, and by the said act they extended 
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their civil and political jurisdiction over tie country up bi 
that boundary ;" and yet in this very same Message be 
announces to Congress that, "by rapid movements the 
province of New Mexico, with Santa F6, its capital, has 
been captured without bloodshed." But Santa Fe was on 
the East of the Rio Grande, and far below its source, and 
therefore, according to the President, included withia the 
Territory of Texas. And why was it captured if no hos- 
tile foot rested in it ? 

Let us now inquire with what boundaries we received 
Texas,. The terms of the joint resolutions were, " Con- 
gress doth consent that the territory properly inclvded 
vntUn and rigJitfully belonging to the Bepuhlie of Texas, 
may be erected into a new State to be called the State of 
Texas, &o. ; " said State to bo formed, subject to the ad- 
justment hy this Government of all questions of boundaries 
that may arise mtk other governments." Here is no sanc- 
tion of the act of 16th December, 1836, no claim of title 
founded on it, but an indirect admission that Texas Las 
made unfounded claims, and we mean to take not what 
she claims, hut what she rightfully owns ; and this we 
will settle with Mexico of course by treaty, the President 
and Senate being "this Government" mentioned in the 
resolution. The resolutions embracing this language were 
officially approved of by Mr. Polk, immediately on his 
accession to the Presidency ; and yet, notwithstanding 
they thus rejected all title to territory founded on Texan 
claims, reserving to the President and Senate the decision 
of what should be " our Western frontier," Mr. Polk re- 
solved not merely to decide that question of his own will 
and pleasure, but to mtuntain his decision at the point of 
the bayonet, without any consultation with the Senate, 
and without waiting to discuss it with Mexico. For many 
years a question existed between Great Britain and the 
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United States, respecting the North-extern boundary of 
the latter. No President assumed the responsibility of 
plunging the country into war hy taking military posses- 
sion of the disputed territory, and the question was finally 
settled by treaty. Mr. Polk, on his accession to the 
Presidency, found another and most important question of 
boundary pending betneen the same parties respecting 
t!ie territory of Oregon. lie expressed, in his inaugural 
address, the opinion, that the title of the United States to 
tlie whole of that vast region up to 64° 40' of North 
latitude, was clear and unquestionable ; and he refused 
all offers of compromise, and all reference of the question 
tn arbitration. Yet he sent no army to defend what he 
declared to be our Northern frontier. On the contrary, 
he entered into negotiation with Great Britain, and sur- 
rendered five degrees and forty minutes of territory, which 
he had himself asserted belonged to «s " by iirefragable 
facts and arguments," by a treaty which General Cass 
declared in the Senate was " prepared by the British 
Government," and which was ratified by the Senate with- 
out " the crossing of a (, or the dotting of an !, untouched 
and unchanged." Great Biitain was a powerful nation, 
and Mexico a feeble one ; the territory surrendered was 
in the North, and would for ever be free— tliat which was 
seized was in the South, and was intended to be for ever 
a slave re^on. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

OOUMBNCEMENT 01' WAR AOAIMBT MEXICO BV OESERAL 



Ma. Poik, haying decided oh war, in case California could 
not be had by negotiation, commenced his preparafions for 
waging it, even before the annexation with Texas was con- 
summated. On the 8th July, 1 845, the Secretary of War 
wrote to Taylor, " This department is informed, that 
Mexico has some militaiy estublishments on the east side 
of the Eio Grande, which are, and for some time pa^t 
have been, in the actual occupation of her troops. In 
carrying out the instructions heretofore receiyed, you will 
be careful to avoid any acts of aggi*ession, unless a state 
of war should exist. The Mexican forces at the posts in 
their possesion, and which have been so, wilFnot be dis- 
turbed so long as the relations of pesice between the Uni- 
ted States and Mexico continue." An invading army is 
sent into a territory in military possession of Mexico ; ter- 
ritory which had never been out of her possession since its 
conquest from the aborigines. But no attack is to be 
made on the Mexican forts ; let the first blow he struck 
by the Mexicans, and then the war will bis one of defence, 
and therefore more popular. On the Cth August, Taylor 
is informed that the seventh regiment of infantry and three 
companies of dragoons have been ordered to Texas, and 
10,000 muskets, and 1,000 rifles. A few days after he is 
told, he will have " a force of four thousand men of the 
regular army." In addition to these regulars, requisitions 
were made upon the Governors of Alabama, Mississippi, 
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Louisiana, Tennessee, and Kentucky, to furnish Taylor 
with as many volunteers as he might require. Tlie Sec- 
retary of War, in thus ualliiig for an indefinite number of 
troops, ra.ites the following candid and extraordinary con- 
fession : " It is proper (o observe, that the emergency ren- 
dering such assistance from the miUtia of your State neces- 
sary, does not appear to have been foreseen, by Congress, 
and consequently no appropriation was made for paying 
them." Truly indeed Congress had not foreseen that Mr. 
Polk meant to invade Mexico, and had made no provision 
for the intended war. 

The President having thus made, on his own responsi- 
hility, ample pi^ovision for the commencement of the war, in- 
structed Taylor how he might biing it on in case Mexico re- 
mained passive. On the 30th August, he was told, " Th& 
assemhiing a large Mexican army on tlie borders of Texas, 
and crossing the Kio Grande with a considerable force, will 
he regarded hy the Executive as an invasion of the Umted 
States {.') and the commencement of hostilities. An at- 
tempt to cross the river with such a force will also he con- 
sidered in "the same hght. In case of war, either declared 
or made manifest by hostile aets, your m^n object will be 
the protection of Tesas ; but the pursuit of thb object will 
not necessarily conSne your action within the territory of 
Texas. Mexico having thus commenced hostilities, you 
may in your discretion cross tJie Bio Grande, disperse or 
capture the forces assembled to invade Texas, defeat the 
junction of troops uniting for that purpose, drive them 
from their positions on either side of the liver, and, if 
deemed practicable and expedient, take and hold posses- 
sion of Metamoras and other places in the country." 

Thus we find the President in time of peace, and without 
the knowledge or expectation of Congress, ordering the 
invasion of a territory in the actual and exclusive posses- 
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won of Mexico, a territory -having Mesioan villages under 
the anthority of Mexican magistrates, a port of entry, 
a custom-house, and various " military establishments," 
Should the Mexicans, prompted by tlie natural dictates 
of patriotism and self-defence, assemble a body of troops 
which in General Taylor's discretion might be deemed 
"large," and attempt to cross the river to reinforce their 
military establishments, to protect their villages, to secure 
the collection of their customs, to watch the motions of the 
invading army, then General Taylor is to regard their 
cpnrfuct as an invasion of thg United States, and is 
to begin a war of defence, although not a Mexican shot 
has been fired, and is to capture the city of Metamoras, 
and to carry the war into tlie interior of Mexico.* 

So confident was Mr. Polk of the success of his plan, 
that, as we have seen, the Governors of no less than five 
Stales wei'e ordered to supply Taylor with an unlimited 
number of troops to commence the intended campaign 
with eclat. 

The pretended apology for this most unwarrantable as- 
sumption of power in thus plunging the country into an 
unexpected, unprovoked, and unnecessary war, was that 
Texas was in danger. None were more sensible than the 
administration of the utter inability of Mexico to wage an 
ofiensive war against the United States. Since the com- 
mencement of the Texan rebellion, the Mexican Govern- 
ment had been uttering inflated threats against its revolted 
province, yet no hostile force bad entered it ^nce the di- 

• The followiER from the Union of the 11th Sept., 1845, the 
official paper of the Administration, showa how well the editor 
underskiod the designs of his employers, "If Arista (the Mexican 
General at Metamoraa), darea to carry ont his braggart threats, 
if he ventures to eross the Rio Grande mith Tein/nrcemenls to any 
lillU axiatd posts, which the Mexicans may occupy on the cast 
side of the river. General Taylor will attempt to prevent him-— 
blood must flow— war wili. ensui:." 
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sastrous conflict at San Jacinto: A vast desert extended 
between the Nueces and tlie Eio Grande ; and in tlie db- 
trict along th,e east of that river not one Texan dwelling 
was to be found. The population of the country invaded 
by Taylor, was exclusively Mexican. There was no hu- 
man probability that Mexico, feeble, disorganized, and 
distracted as she was, would dare to invade Tesas, now 
protected by the whole power of the American con- 
federacy, when nine years before a handful of adventurers 
had destroyed her army, and taken captive her President. 
The pretence was no less absurd than fsdse ; and, had 
danger been indeed apprehended, there was jio necessity 
to send an anny 200 miles in advance of the Texan set- 
tlements, when no hostile movements of the Mexicans in- 
dicated an intention to cross the intervening desert and 
te T T p te 
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s proper, and Oct. 4th, 

" Mexico having as yet 

', or committed any 



Ifueces, the extreme point of T 
J845, wrote to the Secretary, ' 
made no positive declaration of ■? 
overt act of hostilities, 1 do not feel at liberty under n 
instructions, particularly those of July 8th, to make a for- 
ward movement to the Eio Grande without authority from 
the war department." He alluded to hia instructions to 
take a position on the Rio Grande to lept 
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to avoid acts of ag-gression unless an actual state of war 
existed. As there was no invasion to repel, and as hia 
march_ into the Mexican territory in time of .peace would 
be an act of aggression, he prudently waited for further 
orders. 

Under these circumstances and considering that all waa 
now ready for commencing hostilities, the administration 
deemed it on. (he whcle mo'it prudent to wait the result 
of the proposed negotiation to be opened at Mexico, mea- 
sures for that purpose ha\ ing already- heen taken. If our 
cliums could be bartered for C'ilitomia, it would not bo 
necessary to compel Ti)lor to raaich to the Eio Grande. 
We have seen that the order to Taylor to invade the terri- 
tory of the Rio Grande the reqwMtions upon five States 
for troops and the instnjctions to Taylor how and on what 
pretences to commence the wir and to capture Metamo- 
raa, &c., were all prenous to the appointment of Slidell; 
and therefore, that the actual march to the Rio Grande 
and the war that ensued, were only the Tesumption of a 
policy that had merely been suspended to allow lime to 
ascertain whether California could possibly be obtained by 
negotiation. The suspension 1 ow er wa hnef We 
have already noticed the avowal of Mr Bu hanan Secre- 
tary of State, that in case of t\ e efustl of Me\ co to re- 
ceive Mr. Slidell, "nothing con reman b t to take the 
redress of the injuries of our t z ns and the ults to 
our Government, mlo our own hands, in other words, 
to go to war. On the I2th January, 1846, the firet 
dispatch was received from Shdell, from which it ap- 
peared probable that, although the Government had not 
yet refused to receive him, it would enter into no negolj- 
alJon with birti, except in reference to Texas. Of course 
there was no hope of a cession of California ; and the very 
iiext day peremptory orders were sect to Taylor to ad- 
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vanoe to the Hio Grande ; an order unquestionably dio- 
(ated by the avowed determination we bave mentioned. 

It seems, therefore, that the Government resolved <jp 
war professedly fox two ca,\isB&; 1st, The injuries to our 
citizens, all of which were estimated in dollars and cents. 
To collect a few millions of alleged debts, it acknowledges 
it willingness to commence the work of human slaughter, 
and that, too, at the very moment when no less than sis 
States of the ITnion were indebted in the prodigious 
amount of $j2 000 OOO of which they paid neither prin- 
cipal nor infere^L The s ery idea of collecting two or three 
millions of dollars by ppnding a hundred or more in mur- 
daiing the debtors is so utterly absurd and diabolical, 
that we must be eicnsed from believing Mr. Bnchanan 
when he pretends that '^uch was the intention of the Cabi- 
net. The second canse assigned is little less credible. 
The insults to our Croieinment which were to be revenged 
by killing MexjcaOs, are the imputations of bad faith cast 
by their rulers upon the Government at Washington for 
its conduct towards Tesas ; imputations which, however 
disagreeable, were unhappily supported by facts, and 
which had already been most abundantly repiud with in- 
sult and injury. The acquisition of California, and the 
extension of slavery, aiforded motives for war which tho 
pretended causes assigned by Mr. Buchanan failed to 
supply, 

It was not sufficient that Taylor should march to tho 
Rio Grande ; the Secretary tella him, " points opposite 
Metamoras and Mier, and the vicinity of Laredo, are sug- 
gested for your consideration." The object was to pro- 
voke a collision, and, if possible, induce the Mesacans to 
attack our forces ; and benco the American standard was 
to be insultingly displayed in the immediate vicinity and 
in fijl view of these Mesiean towns. It would he hard 
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indeed if our troops, stationed in the suburbs of these 
three places, did not bring on a quarrel, and thus enable 
Mr. Polk to announce to Congress that " War existed by 
tBe net of Mexico." 

General Taylor, in pursuance of orders, commenced his 
march into the Mexican territory. Not an American, ilot 
a Texan was to be found South of Corpus Christi. After 
prooeeiJing through the desert about one hundred miles, 
he met " small armed parties of Mexicans who seemed 
disposed to avoid ua," 

On approaching Point Isabel, a Mexican settlement, and 
the site of a Mexican Custom House, he found the build- 
ings iivflames. At the same time he received a protest 
from the " Prefect of tlie Northern District of Tamauhpas'' 
against bis invasion of a territory "ivhkh had never be- 
longed to th^ Colony seized upon" (Texas), an invasion of 
which no notice had been ^ven to the Government of 
Mexico, and for which no reason had been assigned. The 
protest concluded with assuring Taylor that, so long as 
bis army " shall remain in the terrritory of Tamaulipas, 
the inhabitants must, whatever professions of peace you 
may employ, regard you as openly committing hostilities, 
and for the melancholy consequences of these they who 
have been the invaders must be answeraWe in the view 
of the whole world." The inhabitants of Point Isabel 
fled before the invaders, and sought refuge in Metamoras, 
Taylor announced to his Government, that he considered 
the conflagration of Point Isabel "as a decided evidence of 
hostUity." To understand the purport of this declaration 
of opinion, it must be recollected that in his orders of the 
13th January, 1846, he was instructed that, should Mexi- 
co assume the character of an enemy " by a declaration 
of war, or any open act of hostility towards us, you will 
not act merely on the defensive." 
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On the 28th March, Taylar, ivitliout having met with 
the shghteat opposition, planted his standard on the bant 
of the Rio Grande. On the 6th April he wrote home 
that the guns of liis hattcry " bear directly upon the puh~ 
lie sqtiare of Metamoras, and within good range, far demo- 
liskinff the town ; their object cannot be mistaken hy the 
enemy;" and he tells the Secretary of War, " the Mexi- 
cans sliJl retain a hostile attitude, and have thrown up 
some works to prevent us from crossing the river."* No 
declaration of war had been issued on either side, and the 

* During the prngresa of this invasion, and wliile the army 
was before Metamorna, various letters from the officers foTind 
their way into the publio jonrnala. A few eitracts from these 
will tie t&und inatruotive. " West of the Nnecea the people are 
all Spaniarda, The country ia uniababitable excepting the 
■rolley of the Bio Grande, and that contains a pretty denaepopa- 
lation, and in no part of the country are the people more loyal 
to the Mexican Government." 

" Camp opposite Metamaras, April \9I&, 1S4S. Onrsitultlionhere 
isaneitraordinaryone. Bight in the enemy'scountry, and actu- 
ally ooonpying their com and cotton fieltla, the people of the 
ioil leaving their homes, and we with a small handful of men 
maroblDg, with colors fiying, and dmma beating, right under 
the very guna of one of their principal cities, displaying the atar- 
miangled banner as if in defiance under their very nose, and 
Uiey with an army twioe our size at least, sit qiiiotly down, and 
make not the l^nst reaistance, not the least effort to drive the 
invaders off. There ia no parallel to it." Capt. Henry, the 
writer of thia letter, seoma not to have been aware that be was 
in the United States, and that the people o/ <*e soil were h:a fel- 

Another officer writes, 3l8t April, " Our flag wavea over the 
waters of the Rio Grande, and we have a battery of eighteen- 
poundera that can spot ttnythiDg in Metamoraa." To under- 
atajid this last operation, it must be recollected, that the city 
was on one ban];, and the American fort on the other. Cap- 
tain Henry, of the U. S. Army, in his " Campaign Sketchea of 
the War in Mexico," says, that on the evening of the dsy tlio 
army reached the river oppoaite to Metamoras, " I walked down 
to the bank, and found it Imed with citizens {on the other side), 
attracted, no doubt, by the arrival of so many strangers. Strol- 
ling along, and seeingaomegenteel-looling young ladies upon the 
bank, X took off my hat, and aaluted them with ' Buena Senoritas.' 
The river at this point was so Tuirrouf, that I cmdd hope tirsiea a 

' 12- 
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Mesioans, although they saw their country invuded, and a 
battery planted withia good range for demolishing the 
principal city in that pait of their Republic, had not flred 
a musket, yet General Taylor chooses to style them " the 
enemy," and asserts tliat they retain a hostile attitude. 

Five daiys after our arras had thus threatened and in- 
sulted MetamoiBS, General Ampudia reached tlie city 
■with reinforcements, and immediately addressed a letter 
to the American General, oomplmning that his advance to 
the Rio Giande had " not on!y insulte'S but exasperated 
the Mexican nation," and requiring him within twenty- 
four hours to remove hia camp, and retire beyond the 
Nueces ; adding, " If you insist on remaining upon the 
soil of tte department of Tamaulipas, it will clearly result 
that arms, and arms alone, must decide the question," 
As Taylor )iad been sent to Tamaulipas expressly to pro- 
duce this very result, he took occasion of this letter to 
hasten the desired ciisis. Tiie Mexicans had shown a for- 
bearance amounting almost to puallanimity. Should this 
forbearance continue, and the enemy remmn on the other 
side of the river, how could the war he commenced ? He 
must wait for some pretext for crossing the river to attack 
them. The fact that the inhabitants of Point Isabel had 
fired, their own houses, would hardly justify him in bom- 
barding Metamoras. He chose therefore to consider Am- 
pudia's notice to quit as an hostile act, but not one to be 
resented ivith powder and shot. He therefore resorted 
to an expedient which would compel Ampudia to fire 
the Jirnt shot, and thus, according to the wishes of the 
Cabinet, to make the intended war, one of defence, "a 
war by the act of Mexico." There were two American 
armed vessels at Brazos Santiago, and these he ordered to 
blockade the mouth of the Kio Grande, thus cutting off all 
commuication with Metamoras by sea. Soon after a ves- 
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fiel with a cargo of grain for the city, was prevented by 
tlie sijuiidion from cnteiing tlie liver, and m consequence 
of tlie alann excited by tJie blocliade, flour rose, as stated 
in tlie papers, to forty doUare a barrel. Taylor, with a 
frankness bordering on indiscretion, thus avows his reason 
for ordering the bloebade: "It will at any rate compel 
the Mexicans to withdraw their army from Metamoras 
where it cannot be sustdned, or to assume the offensive on 
this side of the river"* 

Yet in this very letter he reports that since his last 
of the 15th, "the relations between me and the Mexicans 
have not changed," that is, the Mexicans had not com- 
menced hostilities. Notwithstanding the blockade, the 
Mexicans did not attack Taylor; whereupon he deter- 
mined, it seems, not to remain any longer idle. Accord- 
ingly, the very day on which he informs the Secretary 
that the relations between himself and the Mexicans re- 
mained the same, and when not a single shot had been 
fired by the latter, he reports, " with a view to check the 
depredations of smell parties of the enemy on this side of 
the river. Lieutenants Dobbins of the 3d Infantry, and 
Porter, 4th Infantry, were authorized hy me a few days 
since to scour the country for some miles with a select 
party of men, and capture and destroy any such parties 
that they might meet. It appears they separated, aqd 
that Lieutenant Porter at the head of his own detachment 
surprised a Mexican camp, drove away the men, and took 
possession, of their horses." In this afiair, Porter and one 
man were killed — whether any, or how many Mexican 
lives were sacrificed, does not appear. 

Thus it seems, that notwithstanding all the contri- 
vances of the admmistration to compel the Mexicans to 
strike the first bl(V, it was in fact given by ourselves, 
• Letter to Secretary of War, April 23, 1846. 
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Ihp idea of small pirtn,& coramittm^ depredations, is a 
].8ltry apolo^^ lor commLHomg a war There were no 
Aiueiitans no lesins e^uejt the \meriLan army in the 
CountiT iipjn whom these smtll pirties ijuld commit 
deprcdvtjons What ■were the depredatiois complained 
of and who were the buffirers the General did not think 
prripi„r to specify Put mjreoier thp dctathmeats were 
a t authorized to arrest the depredators but to capture 
and destroy any small parties they might meet, guilty or 
innocent. The General was instructed not to molest " the 
military establishments" on this side of the river; yet he 
resolves that any small parties from these establishments 
who miglit leave their barracks, were to be captured and 
destroyed. His next letter, 26th April, reports, "that a 
party of dragoons sent out by me on the 24th instant to 
watch the course of the river above on this bank, became 
engaged with a very large force of the enemy, and, after 
a short affair in which some sixteen were killed and 
wounded, appear to have been surrounded and compelled 
to surrender." The very peculiar phraseology used to 
express this battle, "became engaged," was not perhaps 
accidental. Did the party of dragoons gallantly attack 
the ver^ large force of the enemy, and were they in conse- 
quence of their ratkne^s taken prisoners after losing siK- 
iiem in killed and ■noundfd ' Or did the large party 
commence hostilities by aiiicling the dragoons? . To 
these very natural mamriei no rtsponse is f und in the 
Genei-al's despatch Ihe pai-ticulais rf the case were, 
however, disclosed m letteis from t! e aimy and published 
in the newspapers. It appears that ITiornton the com- 
mander of the party, discovering a mnall body of Mexi- 
cans on the summit of a rising ground, " immediately 
charged upon, tliem ;" but the main body who were on the 
o'^er side of the hill, and therefore unseen, coming up. 
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capmred the assailants.* Another letter, published in the 
PliiJadelphia Inquirer, says, "Captj^ Thornton, when 
about twenty-five miles above the army, discovered some 
Mexicans on a hill, when he imrMilialely charged upon them. 
When he got to the top of the hill, ho found himself in a 
t]ap. The Mexicana were on the opposite dde of the hill 
in a field. "t 

General Taylor, after mentioning the afiair in the worda 
we have given, announces to the Cabinet the attamment 
of the Jong desired result. "HoErrLiriES may now be 
COKSIOBBED AS cosiMBNCED." Upon the strength of this 
despatch, the President announced to Congress and the 
world, "Mexico has . passed the BOUNDAiiV of the 
UsiTED States, has invaded odr TERHrrOKV abd shed 
Ambuican blood upos the Amerioah boil. Site has 
proclaimed thai hostilities have commenced, and that the 
two nations are now at war." How far the unqualified 
assertions contained in the first sentence of the passage 
quoted, are in accordance with truth, those who have 
read the preceding pages are qualified to judge for them- 
selves. The following facts may tend to test the veracity 
of the last averment. 

Genei-al Arista arrived at Metamoras on the 24th April, 
and finding the supphes intended for the army cut off by 
the blockade of the river, the great square of the cky 
commanded by Taylor's cannon, American parties scour- 
ing the country, breaking up Mexican camps, and seizing 
(heir horses, he gave notice that he considered, as well he 
might, hostilities commenced, and that he should prose- 

• Seo New Orleans Picaytaie, Maj 2(1, 184S. 

t Naarly a jear ofter the cmnmeacBmBnt of tlie wnr, Thorn- 
ton'H official report of this affair was made public. It difera 
in some particulars from the newspaper aooonnts, bnt the fiwt 
of the tiufire is admitted, though nndec tliB plea of eelf-defenoo. 
The charge was made before the Mexicans had fired o ehot. 
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cute them. He tlius plainly disavowed commencing the 
war. How far j^'sta's declaration, that he considered 
hostilities commenced by the Americans, justifies Mr. 
Polk's solemn asseveration that Mexico had '■ proclaimed 
that hostilities had commenced, and that the two nations 
are now at war," the reader will decide. Should the no- 
tice of the 24th April, fail to establish the veracity of Mr. 
Polk's announcement to Congress, the friends of that gen- 
tleman call to his defence an order issued by the Presi- 
dent of Mexico on th"e IStii April, more than a month 
after Taylor had left Corpus Christi, and commenced his 
invasion <ii the Mexican territory ; " From this day," says 
the order, " begins our defemim war, and every point of 
our territory attacked or invaded shall be defended." As 
the invasion continued, a proclamation was issued by the 
Mexican President on the 24th April in which he says, 
"The flag of the stars waves on the left bank of the Rio 
Bravo del Forte, opposite to the city of Metamoraa, after 
taking possession of the river with their ships of war. 
The to\Tn of Laredo was surprised by a party of their 
troops, and a picket of ours on the watch was disarmed. 
Hostilities then have been cmrtmenced hy the United States 
of America, in making new conquests upon our territories 
within the boundaries of Tamaulipas and New I^on. I 
have not the right to declare war. It is for the august 
Congress of the nation, as soon as they assemble, to take 
into conaderation all the consequences of the conflict in 
which we are involved. But if, during this interval t^.e 
United States should without notice, attack our sea coasts 
on the Texan frontier, then it will become necessary to 
repel force by force, and a beginning once made by the 
invaders, to make fall upon them the immense responsi- 
bility of disturbing the peace of the world." 

It will be observed that in no instance is the annexation 
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of Texas cited as an evidence of the existence of hoa- 
tilities; but solely tte invasion of the Rio Grande, and the 
acts of General Taylor connected with the inyasion. 

General Taylor lost no time in prosecuting' the war with 
hia utmost energy without waiting for further orders. On 
the I'Zth of May, only four days after Confess had de- 
clared, " that war existed by the act of Meidco," and of 
course before he had received advices that the war lie had 
commenced had been recognized by either government, 
General Arista'sent a flag of truce to him requesting an 
armistice for six weeks, giving as a reason, his wish to 
communicafe with his own government. But General 
Taylor was too well acquainted with the designs of Ins 
own government to accept a proposition so much in ac- 
cordance with the dictates of humanity, and which possi- 
bly might have led to the restoration of peace. The 
armistice was rejected ; and the next day he crossed the 
river and took possession of the city of Metamoras.* 

In the fierce strife of contending factions, the awful 
guilt of cotnmertcing an offensive and unnecessary war, 
will bo imputed to different parties ; hut the punishment 
due to guilt so enormous will be awarded by a tribunal 
before which all hearts will be open, and from which no 
secrets wiil be bid. 

• General Taylor, informing the War DcpHrtmeot of Ms re- 
jection of tii3propOBa.l,st(itea,thatlie replied to Arista, "I was 
rooeiving large reinforoemeols and oould not now suspend ope- 
rations wliich I had not initiated nor provoked — that tlie possession 
of Metomorns was a sitie qua nan." II ia to be supposed that the 
General reconciled this eitroordinary declaration to his con- 
acienoe, on the principle of jki facit per alittm, facU per se, and 
liat, being a. mere instrnmont, the war Was initiated and pro- 
voked, not bj himself, but the President. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

SEIZURE OF CALIFOENIA. 

Befobb proceeding to detail the part taktn by Mr Polk 
Rcd Congress, on the receipt of Taj lor's announi-ement 
that hostilities had comraenced, we ndl call the attention 
of the reader to the early and provident measures devised 
to secure, as speeddy as possihle, the object of these hos- 
tilities, the ACQUISITION OF California. On tlie 24th 
June, 1845, by order of Mr. Polk, ■■ secret and confiden- 
tial" instructions were given to Commodore Sloat, com- 
maadmg the United States naval forces in the Pacific. " If 
you ascertain with certainty that Mexico has declared war 
against the United States, you will at once possess your- 
self of the port of Saint Francisco, and blockade and oc- 
cupy such other ports as your force may permit."* This 
naval force consisted of five vessels, and for months it was 
kept on the California coast, ready to make the coveted 
piize at a moment's warning, and without waiting for ad- 
vices from home. The Commodore with his own and 
.another vessel were wmling at Mazatlan, at the entrance 
of the Gulf of California, two more were stationed off 
Monterey, and the fifth was at St. .Francisco. So admira- 
bly had all been arranged for an immediate conquest. On 
tJio 7th June, and of course within less than four weeks 
affei- the declaration of war by Congress, the Commodore 

' See documcnta Bnbmitted by the Presidont, in obedience to a 
cull from tlio House of RcpreseotatiTCa, for instruotiona to offieera 
Paoffio, communicated Dec. 22ii, 1846 



:o Cong. Globe, 2 Ses3. 29 Cong , page 45 
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heard of Taylor's conflicts on the Eio Grande. The long 
expected moment had arrived, and the next day he weighed 
anchor and sailed for Monterey. On the 7th July, that 
place was once more, without resistance, seized by our 
forces, and Sloat, like his predecessor, Jones, forthwith 
distributed his proclamations in English and Spanish. 
Where or when they were prepared, and whether they 
were in manuscript or print, does not appear. Two days 
after, St. Francisco was likewise in our possession, gloat's 
proclamation reflected the determination of his employers 
— "Henceforward California will be a portion of tht 
United Slates." 

On landing at Monterey, tie Commodore addressed a 
general order to Lis men in which he told them, " It is 
not only our duty to take California, but to preserve it 
afterwards as a part of the United States, at all hazards.' 
It is the duty of commanders to mate conquests, but not- 
to anticipate the terms of a treaty of peace. Yet here 
we find a nava! captain solemnly proclaiming that the con- 
quest he has made is never to be restored. He foresees 
and proclaims the annexation of California, without appa- 
renily knowing the wbhes and intenljons of his own gov- 
emment,-oi; without speculating on the fortunes of war. 
On the 13th August, Pueblos des los Angelos, the capital 
of the province was taken, and on the l7th August, Com- 
modore Stockton, who had succeeded Sloat, and who 
styled himself "Commander-in-Chief and Chvemor of 
i/w Territonj of California," announced in a proclamation, 
" The flag of the United States is now flying from every 
commanding position in the Territory, and California ia 
entirely free from Mexican dominion. The territory of 
California now belongs to the United States." On the 

• For the dooumenta here quoted, seo Ei. Dao. 29 Cone. 3 
SesB. Houae of Kep., No. i. * 
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28th of the same month, ha wrote home, " this rich and 
beautiful country belongs to the United States, and is for 
EVER free from Mexican dominion." All this, it must be 
admitted, was quick work. On the 7th July, Monterey 
was tak«n, and in six weeks the object of the war was 
accomplished, '' the rich and beautiful country belonged 
to the United States." Not a life appears to have been 
lost in the conquest. The Mexican govei'nmcnt had made 
no declaration of war, and ita whole attention was en- 
grossed by the defence of its territory on the EJo Giande. 
The inhabitants of California were utterly unprepared for 
war, and were as ignorant as Commodore Sloat himself of 
the action of Congress. 

The rapidity with which the conquest of California was 
effected, was not however, entirely owing to the adroit 
measure of stationing armed vessels on different points <if 
the coaat, ready to make their descent the moment Taylor 
had Buoceeded in provoking hostilities on the Rio Grande. 
It will bo recollected that the Mexican Government had 
been alarmed some years before at the ingress of Ameri- 
cans into that province, and had passed an order requiring 
their departure. Nor will it he forgotten that, intimidated 
by the bullying demeanor of Mr. Thompson, and his 
threat to demand his passports, the order had been 
revoked. The reader will call to mind that gentleman's 
confession of hb " compunctions viaitings" on the occa- 
sion, well-knowing that these foreigners were intending to 
re-enact the Texan game. The alarm of Mexico was 
well founded. The conquest of the province was prepared 
and facilitated by the treasonable course of the American 
settlers previous to their knowledge of the existence of 
the war. The history of the rebellion in California is hut 
imperfectly known. The only information respecting it, 
disclosed by the Cabinet at Waaliingtoa, is contained in 
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the report of the Secretary of War, made 5th December, 
1840, and from this document wc gather the following 
narrative. In May, 1845, shortly before " the secret and 
confidential" instructions were ffiicnto Commodore Sloat, 
Captain Fremont of the United States Army, was des- 
patched by Govemracnt on d tour ol suentiEc oxplora- 
don beyond the Rock} Mounfains He bad sixty-two 
mea under him; but the Secretary declares that the 
eipedilion was not of % military ehardtter, and that the 
attendants did not belong to the army. On reaching ibe . 
frontier of California, the Captain proceeded alone to 
Monterey to solicit permission from the Commandant, 
General Castro, for himself and party, to pass through* 
portion of the province. The desired permission was 
granted, but after the party had entered California, Fre- 
mont received information from Americans, that Castro 
was preparing to attack him with " a comparatively large 
foree of aHillery, cavalry and infan^i/, upon the' pretest 
tbat, under the cover of a scientific mission, he was excit- 
ing the American settlers to revolt." Tliis was indeed mar- 
velous inteiiigeace, and most marveiious means did tho 
scieniJSc Oapiain take to remove the groundleas suspicions 
of the Californian General, Instead of making Lis way 
out of the province as fiist as he could, and proceeding 
upot) the business entrusted to him by Ms Government, 
" be took a position on a mountmn overlooking Monterey 
at a distance of about thirty miles, entrenched it, raised 
the flag of the United Slates, and with bis own men 
sixty-two in number, awaited the approach of the Com- 
mandant-General." But the Captain, bowever valiant, did 
not depend solely on his sixty-two men to resist the artil- 
lery, cavalry, and infantry of Castro ; for the Secretary 
tolls v^, " the American settlers were ready to join him at 
all hazards, if he had ■ been attacked ;" and hence we 
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discover liSS^otive for taking; a military position at a con- 
venient distauco from Monterey. Tliis was in March, 
1846. After waiting sometime for the anticipated attack, 
but nothing occurring to funiish a pretext for commenc- 
ing hostilities, he proceeded, witliout tlie slightest molesta- 
tion irom the Government, on bis route to Oregon. 

In Oregon, he was annoyed by hostile Indians, who, as 
the Secretary informs us, but without condescending to 
furnish a panicle of proof, " had been excited against him 
by General Castro." Again the Captain received alarm- 
ing intelligence, hut from what source jioea not appear, 
" that General Castro, ia addition to his Indian allies, was 
advancing against him with artillery and cavalry at the 
head of four or five hundred men !" He also heard 
that " the American settlers in the valley of Sacra- 
mento were comprehended in the scheme of destruction, 
meditated agdnst his own party," — " Under these cir- 
cumstances (continues the Secretary), he determined to 
turn upon his Mexican pui-suers, and seek safety both for 
his own party and the American settlers, not merely in 
the defeat oE Castro, bui is the total c 
TRB Mexican Goyebsmbkt is CAUFORsii, 

IN IKDEPESDENT GOVERNMENT 



Here let us pause a moment, to reflect on the utf«r 
atrocity and profligacy of a design which the Secretary 
of War ostentatiously parades before the world. -Admit- 
ting the truth of the ridiculous rumors said to have 
reached Fremont, it is very evident, that he was perfectly 
confident that the combined strength of his own party 
and that of the American settlers, was abundantly suffi- 
cient for their own protection, since he relied on it to 
overturn the Mesican authority and to establish an inde- 
pendent GoTcmraent. He, a ooaitnissioned ofSoer of the 
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United States, without any known authoiity from his own 
Government abandona the olject of liit. miaaun and 
returns fram Ore^oa iiiti Cilifornii fui the express 
purpose of organizing a rebellion and ■b resting from 
Mexico with wliora we « ere at pea e an extensive 
department." It la cutainly a remaikible comciJencej 
tliat while we had a squadron off the porta of Cahfornia 
with orders to seize them at a moment's warning, Captain 
Fremont was opportunely exciting rebellion and a civil 
war in the interior. Tlie Secretary himself foolishly puts 
the stamp of iniquity upon this adventure hy declaring, 
" it was on the 6th of June, and before the commencement 
of the war between the United States and Mexico could 
have been htoxim, that this resolution was taken, and by 
the 5th July it was cayied into effect by a series of rapid 
attacks by a small body of adventurous men under the 
conduct of an intrepid leader." We are t.ild that on the 
11th Jime, a convoy of two hundred horses for Castro'^ 
camp with an officer and fourteen men were surprised 
and '■apturcdhy twehe of Fremont's p 11 1\ On the 15th, 
the military post of Smoma wis jIso surprised and 
taken, with nine brasi cannon, two hundi^d and iifly 
stand of muskits, and "^e^enl officers and some min, 
with munitions of war "Leaving a small g^lrlBon in 
Sanoma Colonel Sremont ■went to the Sacramento to 
rouse (he American settlers , hut, scarcely hid he arrmd 
when an expiess reached him that Castro'a whole lorce 
was trosBing the bay to attack that place. On the mom 
ing of the 2Sth, he arrived with ninety riflemen from the 
American settlers in that valley. The enemy had not yet 
■appeared — scouts were sent out to reconnoitre, and a 
party of twenty fell in with a squadron of seventy dra- 
goons, attacked and defeated it. The country north of 
the Bay of San Francisco being cleared of the enemy, 
13* 
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Colonel Fremont returned to Sanoma on tlie evening' of 
the 4tli July, and on tlic niorninaj of tlie 5lli called the 
people together, explained to them the condition of 
tilings in the province, and recommended an immediate 
declaration of independence. The declaration was made, 
and he was selected to take tlie chief direction of aflairs," 
The new-bom Republic of California existed but for the 
biief period of four days, being then strangled by its 
parent, on receiving, as the Secretary t<?lla ub, " the 
gratifying intelligence ofthewir h Mex o Frem nt 
and his followe b together w 1 tl e A ne lean settlers 
immediately co-openled Lh the na al fo e ind en the 
departure of Oommodo e Sto k on the cap a n of the 
scientific exploring pi ty be ond thp R cl.3 Mounta ns 
became Governo of the Ambr c*v teuritokt op Cali 



Such is the account tl e j4 B«r ca ffo emmenl thougl t 
proper to give of t! e C 1 forn 1 rebcll n thro ng the 
whole responsib 1 ty of tl s atroc a affa r on F e nont 
Fortunately for the character of tl at ofTce transa t oijs 
which the Secretary d d not deem t exped ent to eport 
have since come to 1 „U On 1 s ret rn to the U t d 
States, Colonel F emont pre ented ce ta n pecun a 7 
claims growing out of tl e conqueiit of Ctl forn a The 
subject was invest ijat d by a comm tt e of the Sen te 
and their report d pate n u 1 of tl m sterv vii ch 
had hitherto resttd o Fre nont s e\traord nary conduct * 

It seems that, on the Snl Nov., 1845, aftei' Taylor had 
been ordered U> the Rio Grande, and while he was wait- 
ing with the army at Corpus Chrisii, five States Laving 
been required to furnish him with whatever troops he 
might need, a messenger was despatched by the Cabinet 
to Fremont, This messenger was Lieutenant Gillespie of 

' See Report, Senate Doc , ?fo. 75. 30th Coag., tst Sass. 
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the naiy. He was sent to Vera Cruz, and tliencc travel- 
led through Mexico to Mazatlan, in California, in the dis- 
guise of a merchant. After an interview with Comicodore 
Sloat at Mazatkn, he proceeded to Monterey, having 
been inti-usted at Washington with a letter of instraotions 
to the American Consul. The contents of this letter have 
been withheld from the public, and no doubt for sufficient 
cause, since we find from Gillespie's own confession that, 
before landing in Mexico, he destroyed (he letter, having 
first committed it to memory. This letter to the Consul 
he was instructed to communicate to Fremont also. 
Hence we find that Gillespie was charged with instruc- 
tions of such a charactpr, that he deemed it imprudent to 
carry the paper ahoui his person, and that these instruc- 
tions, although addressed to the Consul in Monterey, were 
equally intended for Fremont. After reciting to the Con- 
sul the commands from Washington, the agent penetrated 
into Oregon in pursuit of Fremont, and found him a little 
beyond the California frontier. He delivered to him a 
note from the Secretary of State, composed in perfect 
keeping with the fictitious character assumed by the 
bearer. It consisted of a few lines, addressed to J. C. 
Fremont, Esquire, and telling him that Mr. Archibald H. 
Gillespie, akout visiting the North-west coast of America 
o» btmnesa, had requested a letter of introduction to him ; 
a request with which the Secretary complies, because the 
bearer was a gentleman of worth and respectability, and 
worthy of Mr. Fremont's regard. This, it must be con- 
fessed, was a novel mode of introducing an officer of the 
navy to another of the army. But as one party was for 
the time being a travelling merchant, and the other a 
man of science, it was proper the introduction shouW be 
adapted to the parts they were playing. Of <jourse, the 
cote was to accredit Gillespie as a confidential agent of 
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the Govemmeiit, and to intimate to Fremont that he was 
to obey the instructions orally communicated to liim, 
Gillespie, in his examination before the Committee, re- 
marked, " I was dhected by Mr. Buchanan to confer 
■with Colonel Fremont, and make known my instructions, 
which, as I have previously stated, were to watch over 
the interests of the United States, and counteract the in- 
fluence of any foreign agents who might bo in the coun- 
try with objects prejudicial to the United States. I whs 
also directed to show Colonel Fiemont the duphcite of 
the despatch to Mr. Larkin, Consul At, Monterey, apd tell- 
ing him it was the wish of the Government to conciliate 
the feelings of the people of California, and encourage a 
friendship towards the United States " 

The Government, of course, knew as i.ell as Mr, 
Thompson that the Californian settlers woie anxious to 
re-enact the Texan game. It 13 not to be supposed that 
so much secrecy and pains were taken to Iiave agents on 
the spot to watch over our interests, and encourage friend- 
ship towards us, witTiout intimating the means to be used 
in effecting their object. An independent republic in 
California, composed of American citizens, would, should 
peace continue with Mexico, inevitably result in annexa- 
tion : should war ensue, it would greatly fBcilitale th( 
conquest of the territory. 

The messenger from Washington reached Fremont on 
the 9th May. Immediately all his scientific pursuits were 
abandoned, and he and his party, together witli Gillespiu. 
hastened to tlie American settlements in California. 
These were reached, on the Sacramento River in thirteen 
days. And now opened another scene in the plot. The 
gentleman "about visiting the North-west coast of Ame- 
rica on business " proceeded down the river to Saint 
Francisco, off which port a United StAfos' ship-of-wat 



iLvGoO^lf 



BEV EV or THE »EX CA-J WAR 153 

\na It ng ready to seize upon the place t a moment's 
wa n ng The Arae an commander G He p e telis us, 
h g e t k dness p on2t ess and ei ergy furnished 
n th all 1 e suppl s he uld hpa f o n h vessel, 
OS alho ha g sup 1 d C j a n F eraont w tl a small 
*. m ol money \\ 1 t tJ e e &u] pi es ere we are not 
told but m V e d ly m g nc espec ally as thej were 
se t n the sh p s ha g u der the command of a I euten- 
ant G llesp e accorap n d the suppl es up tl e river, 
and on tl e 13 h ejo ned F emont He found that the 
n rrect on had alrea 1 commen ed the se tiers rising, 
as he says to sa e themsel es and the r crops from de- 
Bt u ton 

tl e 16 h Captain Men tt one of the settlers " ar- 
rived with a small escort, bnnging with him Geneisl Val- 
lejo, Colonel Salvador Vallejo, and Colonel Prudon, pri- 
soners ; a party of forty of the settlers having surprised 
and taken Sonoma, the first military garrison in that part 
of the country." Tbus we see a war agaipst the Califor- 
nians was commenced after the arrrival of Fremont, and 
without one single act of hoKtility having been committed 
against them. Of course, we have assertions in abundance 
of the intuitions of General Castro, the commanding offi- 
cer, while the result proved his utter inability even to 
defend himself. Fremont and his party zealously coope- 
rated in the war, and were presently masters of that part 
of the country. The force at his disposal was a battalion 
of 224 men, and on the §tli July he rmsed the standard 
of the Republic of Califoknia. 

On a c^m review of the facts before us, it is impossible 
to reast the conviction, that Fremont was given to under- 
stand, but in a way not to compromit the Government, 
that the abandonment of his exploration in Oregon for the 
purpose of exciting and aiding an insurrection in California, 
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would not expose him to censure. On no.oVher supposi- 
tion would it be possible for bim to escape tbe personal 
application of tbe principle laid down by Geaeral Jackson, 
that " any individmil of any natibn making war against tbe 
citizens of another nation, they being at peace, forfeits his 
allegiance, and becomes aji outlaw and a pirate." If he 
acted, as there is little reason to doubt, as the agent of tbe 
President, and in accordance with his wishes, upon that 
officer rests the perfidy and turpitude of secretly instigat- 
ing this rebellion and civil war, *bile professing friendly 
intentions towards Mexico, and soliciting a renewal of 
diplomatic intercourse with her. Had Mexico pmdall our 
cl^ms to the last cent, had she yielded the Valley of the 
Rio Grande without a murmur, and had there conse- 
quently been no war, still, Fremont's "Republic of Cali- 
fornia,'' like Houston's " Republic of Texas," would have 
become oura by "joint resolutions" of annexation, and 
Mr. Polk, or some other President in his words would 
have congratulated Congress that " This accession to our 
territory," like that of Texas, " has been a bloodless achieve- 
ment. No armed force has been raised to produce the 
result. Tht sword has had no part in the victory." 

It is curious to observe with what wonderful clairmy- 
anee the naval officers in CaUfomia understood and exe- 
cuted their instructions, long before Ihoy were received. 
It appears officially* that the despatcli of the 13lfll May, 
1846, announcing the declaration of war, did not reach 
the Squadron till about the 28tli of August ; and of course 
up to that time these officers had been acting on thar own 
discretion. Let us now see what instructions were sent to 
them after the war, and how exactly they had been anti- 
cipated hefare tlieir receipt. 

■TJ. 
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On the 15th May, two days after ivar was declared. 
Commodore SWt was directed to "consider the most im- 
portant ohject U> be,, to take and hold possession of San 
Francisco." On the 10th July, San Francisco was taken. 
and the inhabitanU were hiformed by proclamation, that 
•' henceforth California will be a jjorlion, of the United 
States." 

The next despatch, June 8.J1, iastriicts Sloat to " take 
such measures as will best promote the attuchment of 
thw people of California to the United States." Sloat, 
in ilia proclamation, dated 7th July, assui-es the Cali- 
fomians that " peaceable inhabitants will enjoy the same 
rights and privileges as the citizeoa of any other por- 
tion of that territory (the United States), with all the 
rights and privileges they now enjoy, together with the 
privileges of choosing their own magistrates and other 
officers for the administration of justice among themselves, 
and the same protection will he extended to them as to 
any other Slate in the Union." Thus the proclamation 
had already annexed them to the United States. 

On the I2th July, Sloat is told, "The object of the 
United States is, under its rights as a belligerent nation, to 
possess ifsei/" entirely of Upper Califoniia," and if* at the 

•ThatOuBhj'pc.thetical statement was mere affectation, is ev i den t 
from the indiBcreet disolosui'es of the intentionB of Mr. Polk, 
containecl in the instructions to Stocliton, of 11th January, 
1847 : " At present it is neediesa, and mijcht be iujurlona to the 
public interests, to ngitate the question in California, how long 
tbose persons who have been elected for n prescribed time, will 
hftveoffieial authorit_y. If our right of possassJon shall become 
absolute, audi an inquiry is needless. And if by treaty or 
otherwise, we lose the possoBsion, those who follow oa will govern 
the emintry. The President, however, aiitioipatea no such re- 
salt. On the contrary, he foresees no eontingeney in wliich 
the United States will ener sarrender or reKnyttirt tie pussessiim of 
Califimia." Of course Mr. Polk liad thus early, and witliout 
consulting the Senate, detennineci at all darards to make the 
csEsioD ofCiiliforma the liiie jjio nmi of a ti-eatj of peace. 



iLvGoO^lf 



156 REVIEW 0? THE MEXrCAX WAli. 

conclusion of peace, " the basis of the uli possidells shfill 
be established, the Government cspects thraugh your 
forces to be found ia actual possession of Upper Califor- 
nia. This will bring with it the necessity of a civil ad- 
ministration— Sucft a Government should be established 
under your protection." Sloat had retired on account of 
ill health, and been succeeded by Commodoie Swckton 
who, long before the receipt of this despatch, issued a 
proclaaalioQ making " Known to all men," that the terri- 
tory known as Upper and Lower CaKfomia, is a territory 
of the United States, under the name of the teiTitory of 
California. " I do, by these presents," continues the pro- 
clamation, " further order and decree, that the Govern- 
ment of the said territory of California shall be, until 
altered by the proper authority of the United States, con- 
Blituted in manner and form as follows ;" and then follows 
a form of Government consisting of a Govauor, Secre- 
tary, Legislative Council, &c. 

On the iVth August, Commodore Shubrick was sent to 
relieve Sloaf, from whom not a word had yet been receiv- 
ed. He was ordered to take immediate possession of 
Upper California, especially of the three porta of San 
Francisco, Monterey, and Sao Diego, if not alieady cap- 
tured, — and also, "to fake possession, by an inland expe- 
dition, of Pueblos de los Angelos." All four places were 
captured before a line was received from Washington, and 
Pueblos de los Angelos was taken by an inland expedi- 
tion four days before the date of the instructions. Shu- 
brick was farther directed that "all United States vessels 
and merehandize must be allowed by the local authorities 
of the ports of which you take possession, to come and go 
free of duty ; but on foreign vessels and goods reasonable 
duties may be imposed." But Cony^odai'e Stockton had 
already anticipated this instruction two days before it was 
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written. On tlie I5th August, he hait imposed a duty 
of fifteen per cent, ad Yaloj-em on all goods imported from 
foreign porti ind a tonnage duty on foreign vc'^els of 
fifty cents per ton but no duties ntre imposed on Ameri- 
can lessels and merchindize 

On finding tiiese ■variou'i instrucfnns so CTictly intici- 
pated so nmuttli fulfilled bj ofiicers wbo hid not re- 
ceived one line of inte!lit(pnce from their goTPrnm(,iit sub- 
sequent to the commenrement of the war it is impossible 
lo resist the conviction th-it tht seizure of CAlifo-nia had 
long- bef ire been delibentely p! mned nnd ttaf the inten- 
tions and wi'iliea of the Government hid been fully made 
known Xy the officers the plan of proceLdmg igreed on, 
and the squadron statiDntd off the Californiati ports await- 
ing nens from the Rio Grande as a signal for mstanlly 
seizing and securing the prize for which the war was to Ite 
commenced on the Rio Grande. 
14 
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CHAPTER XXir. 



Thb receipt of Taylor's letter of the 20tli April, relating 
to the capture of Thornton's party which had, as we have 
seen, " become enijaged " with the Mexicans hy attacMng 
them, gave the administration its first intelligence that the 
march to the itio Grande had led to its intended result. 
The letter reached Washington on Saturday the 9th May. 
Its contents ■mere speedily made Inown, and on Sunday 
evening a meeting of members of Congress, partisans of 
the President, was held, and war was decided on.* On 
' morning, the President sent a war message to 
ss, wluch from its lengthj must either have been 
written on tbe day devoted by the Creator to holy r^t, 
or else prepared some time before in anticipation of the 
success of Taylor's mission. In this message, after ad- 
verting in the usual style to the grievous wrongs perpe- 
trated by Mexico upon our citizens throughout a long pe- 
riod of years, he closed the mournful aitalogue by an- 
nouncing to the representatives of the nation, "Mexico 
THE United States, hab 



IHE Americai 

TfLrriES HAVE 

* Speech of C, J. Ingersoll. App. tio Cong. Qlobe, 29tli Oong., 

2 Seas., p. 1^. 
t Occupying ais pages in print. 
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ABE AT WAR." " I involte," said Mr. Polk, " tlie prompt 
action of Congress to recognize the existence of the war, 
and to place at the disposition of the Executive the means 
of prosecuting the war with vigor, and thus hastening the 
restoration of ^aee (,')" Thus emulous was this gentle- 
man of tlie blessing promised to the peace-maker. 

Let ua now see how this invocation to make peace by 
commencing with vigor the work of human slaughter, was 
received by the American Congress. This body was the 
grand inquest of the nation. The President appeared be- 
fore them as a prosecuting officer, accusiiig the Govern- 
ment of Mexico of high crimes and misdemeanors, and 
demanding from his auditoi-s a judgfnent which would be 
eqvuvalent to a sentence of death against thousands and 
tens of thousands of human beings, including multitudes 
of their own countrymen. We might suppose that Con- 
gress, impressed with the awful responsibility thus im- 
posed upon them, would apply themselves with calm, 
patient, and prayerfid consideration to the duty before 
them ; that they would rigidly scrutinize the evidence 
submitted to them, and most earnestly seek for expe- 
dients to rescue their own and a neighboring country from 
the tremendous calamities impending over them. They 
were informed hy the Pre^dent, that a party of Ameri- 
cans and Mexicans had " become engaged," and sixteen of 
the former had been killed and wounded. Thus a colli- 
sion had occuiTed. But such a collision does not amount 
to war. A British frigate had some years since assaulted 
an American national ship, killed a portion of iier crew, 
and forcibly impressed another portion. No war ensued ; 
but* explanations were given, and redress made. Still 
later an American steamboat was seized in our own waters 
by a British force, and destroyed, and one of the crew 
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killed. Still Tio war ensued. An examination of LLe tes- 
timony submitted by Mr. Polk might possibly show, that 
tlie recent collision was accidental, or provoked on our 
part, or unauthorized by Mexico. Explanations, if de- 
manded, miglit lead to a pauifii; result, and the effu^oa 
of blood be prevented. Of all crimes, 'the commence- 
ment of an unnecessary war is the most atrocious, the 
most deserving- the wratJi of God, and the execration of 
mankind. 

Melancholy and humiliatiasf is the fart thit the American 
Congress passed a decree whiuh they tnew would occa- 
sion wide-spread wmling and lamentation and woe and 
death, with a reckleisness, a precipitation and a disregard 
of evidence, which no court of judicature in our land 
would dare to manifest in consigning to the penitentiary a 
man charged with petit larceny. Shocking as is such aa 
assertion, its truth is still more so. The Message of the 
President was accompanied with manuscript copies of the 
conoepondenee between the Government and Mr Shdell 
and General Taylor; and this correspondence contained 
the evidence on which he rested his momentous chaises 
against Mexico ; the testimony on whn,h alone Congress 
could pronounce on the truth or falsehood of the charges 
We will let one of the members relate the proceedinga of 
the House of Representatives on Monday the 11th May, 
1846, on the receipt of the message. " It was proposed 
by a whig memher (Mr. Winthrop), that the documents 
accompanying the Message be read. By a strict party 
vote this MOTION was rejected. Tiie House went im- 
mediatehj into a committee of the whole. The Commit- 
tee rose in a very short time, and reported a bill accord- 
ing to the President's wishes. The previous question 
(preventing all debate), was called and carried, and the 
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Hcu>:e bioj^ht toa>ote without one wird of exjlna 
tion proof or argumcnf on the amendment which a e ts 
the eMi,tence of war by the act of Mevico On this 
question the vctc atooa— ayes 123 to 67 noes Tie 
amendments haiin^ been gunc through and the i ill on 
grossed the [uestion came on its finai passage Atrim 
the pieviou^ question wis moied and seconded and 
after some lueffettual eflorts on the part of vtnous mini 
bers to enter thtir protest against thi3 very preamble Iho 
lote-w^s forced under the qaq and the bill carred by 
ai es 1 "4 nays 1 i The whole proceeding from be^rin 
mnfif to end ocuipied hut a small portion of a single day 
The preuoi, question was applied at evei^ step and all 
debate explanation and e.ery attempt to get mformi 
tion WIS put down by pirty votes of the dom mnt 
party * In the Senate the Me%age wis teteriud to a 
Committee which the ««( daj instead of report.ngyoc/ 
contented themsehes with repoiting the bill from the 
House, and this was passed by a vote of 50 to 2 '■ We 
had not," said Mr. Calhonn, alluding to this precipitate 
action. '■ a particle of evidence that the Eepitblic of Mexico 
had made war atrainst tl Unit d 8 "f b 

declaring that wa b h M p d 

the army and nav d p 'ia h P d 

vided for the emp m fi h d ee 

and* appropriated mi d h n 

tion of the war. Th w-ia a y m h m h v 

commenced witho nam w h m J. 

• Speech of Mr. P y a F s 

App. to Cong. Globe '^ 

pIitH thua repndiates the idea that the wa? was oommen™] 

14* 
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out listening to one word of tbe evidence ofFai'cd, and 
without even the pretence of a desire to avoid or delay 
the awful calamity. 

Whatever opinion may be eatertwned of the lawfulness 
of defensive war, the moral sense of mankind, iiTespec- 
tive of religious creeds, condemns as most iniquitous an 
offensive and aggressive one. Such a war differs from 
murder and robbery only in the stupendous enormity and 
extent of the crime. ■ The vast military power and 
resources confided to the President, were to be employed 
not in enfoi-cing rights, not in obtaining redress for inju- 
ries. Congress discliiimed, by their acts and the preamble 
of their bill, all idea of commencing hostilities. A motion 
to declare war was rejected by an overwhelming majority. 
It was deemed expedient to declare, that it already existed 
bff the Oft of Mex co thus representing lo tl e nati t and 
the world that the war \vas on our side [urelv a delen 
si\ e one undertaken to repel in in\ admg en n y 

And what was the power that had diicd to invade the 
United States and by i s i sault had th own this great 
conledei-ai,T into such immiient danger that Ccngress 
found It necessiry to proMde fifty thousand troops m 
addi ion to the regular arm} m such haste as not to 
allow thtra time eceti to read the despot h arnounc ng Ijit 

The Rejulhc ol Mcm o had long been the prey of 
imlitay chieftin= w! 3 m their stru^^i^les for power and 
the perpi'tual revoluti ns they had eicited had exhausted 
the resources of the tountrj Without money without 
credt without a s n^le frigate without commerce with 
out umon and with a feeble population of seven or ei^l t 
mdhons compo'ii.l i,hiefly of Indims and mixed breeds 
sua tered over immense regions and f r the most part 
sunk m jjUorai (, and loth 'Mli 1.0 was oerla ily not 
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n very fomHable enemy to the United States * It waa 
impos.ible for any Moiiean force to re.eh as by sea • and 
to reach us by land, her armie. mnid have been obliged 
to cross an uninhaljiled desert nearly two hundred miles 
m breadth, before they arrived at the Nueces, the boun- 
dary of Texas. The people of that tevolted p.-ovince had 
for years mainlaiaed their independence in spile of 
Mexico, and no doubt can be entertained that their mili- 
tia were amply able to drive back any army Mexieo miikt 
send into her territory Tiiere »as not a female m Sur 
counlrj .hoeslambci^nere brolcn through a'pprehen- 
sion of the pretended im.u n ,f the Um„d Stales Hot 
« lleMcn s)|d, r had trod on >oJ™ned Iv anAmerioan 
eitmn-not a shot had been lu,d mtl m a hundred miles 
of an Amencan dwelling 

The apparent ^wwc therefore under which Congress 
toted fifty thousand additunal troops for de/mce was not 
teal but feigned The war a, wo have -een was not 
commenced to rcco.er the am»nt of ou, ckim. and 
procure rediess of g.ietancos but a.owedly for dtfat, ■ 
a motile so palpably fal e and absuni that although 
oftciallv profes«.d by the Pre ident and m the preamble 
of the Act of Congiess but one single member of 
Congress i is helieted had the hardihood to urge 
It m justihcation of his vote. The In, oijat of the war 
M.'.le?b™3 SSir"'"" ■'•l!M»™l '— »= worl .. 

S?i?,"," I'&'mS 

»cS™, ■-"-".-.-. '-"SS 



Eiporl. froa, M.rico in 1842. .„1„1„ of ''°"'-''°° 

Gold anii Silver SI lOfl noo 
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was thus frankly stated by Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, as Chair- 
mfLQ of the Committee of Foreign Relations, in a report 
be presented February, 184'?: " Complaints of theresort 
to terntuiial conquests from Mexico are disarmed of 
itpionth bj the undeniable facts, that Mexico, by war, 
constrain:, tjje United States to take by conquest what, 
e\er sinco ^e Mexican independence, every American 
admmihtration has been striving to gel by purchase ; and 
th^t the eiecutive orders, and military and naval execu- 
tion of them for the achievement of conquest, \iwt con- 
formed not merely to the long established policy of our 
Government but wise principles of self-preservation indis- 
pensable to all provident Government." This otnoial 
language of the report was but a repetition of sentiments 
advanced by the chairman, in a speech in the House, 19th 
January, 1 Ml : " War as often waged," said Mr. Inger- 
soll, " is a theme of copious lamentation ; and so it should 
be. But what the old women of both sexes are ^ven to 
deplore as the calamities of war, whem have they been 
yet felt in these hostilities with Mexico ? Never n-ns the 
country more Drosperous, or so powerful as at present. I 
mean to show unanswerably that all parties in the United 
States, all administrations of this Government since 
Slexico ceased to be a Spanish Province, have united in 
the policy of getting from her by fiiir means precisely 
ihim territories which, and only which, she has now con- 
strained us to take by force, though even yet we are dis- 
posed to pay for them, not by blood meiely, but by 
money too."* In other words, if Mexico will j^et consent 
to sell us these coveted territories — at our own price, we 
will cease to murder her cilj^ens in order to acquire them. 
This avowal explained the extreme and apparently ludi- 
crous solicitude expressed by Mr. Polk for peace. The 
* App. to Cong. Globe, ISIT, p. J35. 
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wai- being iraged solely for territory, the more vigorously 
it was prosecuted, the sooner would Mexico be compelled 
to purchase peace by making the desired cession. Tlie 
dismemberment of another, not the defence of its own 
country, was the object of the American Government. 
Why such dbmembeqnent was desired, will be seen 
id the sequel. 

The object we have assigned for the war, does not 
esplain why of two hundred and forty members of Con- 
gress, only sixteen were found who voted against a bill 
containing in its preamble an assertion unsupported by 
proof, and appropriafing great supplies for defence wheii 
no danger tbirat^^oei}. 

Few, if any, of the Northern members had a direct . 
interest in the conquest of California ; but all wei* inter- 
ested in the ascendency of one or the other of the two 
great political parties. Mr. Polk and his Cabinet were 
the leaders and representatives of the democratic part)', 
and the dispensers of the vast patronage wielded by the 
Federal Government. To vote ag^nst the war would 
have been, in the democratic members, an act of rebellion 
against their own party, and an exclusion' of themselves 
for the future from all participation in the favors of the 
administration. It would, moreover, alienate the South- 
em Democrats from their Northern brethren, and by tho 
division thus occasioned would most probably, at the next 
elections, transfer the political power of the nation, with 
all its emoluments, into the hands of the rival party. 
Not a solitary democratic vote in either House was given 
against the war. 

The Whig party was placed under very diffsrent cir- 
cumstances. They were in the minority, and were striv- 
ing to gain the seats occupied by the present incumbents. 
Hence it was their policy to cast the utmost odium upon 
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the administration, and to represent its r 
wise and dishonest, and injuiious alike to the interests 
and the morals of the country. Hcuco no denunciations 
of the course by wliich the administration had involved 
the nation in the calamaties of war, were too violent or 
too unmeasured. The conduct of Mr. Polk, in particular, 
was all that was false, base, and wicked. The war was 
the Preitdent't war ; and the assertion, that it was the act 
of Mexico, a palpable falsehood. But the multitude are 
ever fascinated with military glory, and ever ready to 
enjoy the spoils of war. It was, tlierefore, deemed most 
politic to make a distinction between the war and its au- 
thors. The latter were, if possible, to be hurled from 
office for commencing an iniquitous war; but the patriot- 
ism of the Whig party was to be manifested in their 
vigorous prosecuUon of this same iniquitous war, for the 
glory of the nation. Had the Whigs voted against sup- 
plies after they were told that war existed, they might 
have been charged at the pcJb with dereliction to the 
cause of their country. It was, therefore, deemed more ex- 
pedient to concur in sending fifty thousand men to rob 
Mexico, and murder her citizens, than to hazard the loss 
of votes at the approaching elections. The excuse gene- 
rally made hy the Whigs for supporting the war bill was, 
that General Taylor and his army were in dimger of being 
destroyed or captured by the Mexicans. The excuse 
was not only false, but it was palpably ridiculous. The 
very despatch in which Taylor announced that hostili- 
ties had commenced, demoQstrat«d his entire security. 
After stating the calls he had made on the governors of 
Texas and Louisiana for troops, he adds, " This will con- 
stitutJj an auxiliary force of nearly five thousand men, 
which wil! be necessary to prosecnf* the war with energy, 
sud csrry it, as it should be, into the enemy's countri/." 
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So that, at the very moment he wrote, instead of heing in 
danger of captivity, he was making preparations for ad- 
vancing into Mexico, and for this purpose, he deemed one- 
tenth of the force so liberally allowed him hy the Whigs, 
amply sufficient. Seven days after the fifty thousand 
men had been voted, Taylor, without even waiting for the 
five thousand for which he had called, entered the city of 
Metamoras, the Mexican ivnny flying before him. 

But had Taylor indeed been in danger, the Whigs well 
knew that his fate would be decided long before a corpo- 
ral's guard raised under the act could possibly reach him. 
They were, moreover, told by the President himself, in 
Lis Message, that Taylor was authorized to call for and 
accept volunteers from no less than six of the nearest 
Slates. The Administratiim. foreseeing and intending the 
war, had already, without any authority from Congress, 
most amply provided for Taylor's security. Well was it 
said on the floor of Congresa^ in reply to this pitiful apolo- 
gy, " Compare the provisions of the bill with the object 
avowed of affording relief to General Taylor and his 
army; and what a picture does it present? Tiie bill 
provides that the militia, array, and nnvy of the "United 
States, together with fifty thousand volunteers, shall be 
pliiced at the disposal of the President for the purpose of 
prosecuting the war to a speedy and successful termination. 
Thus upon the face of the bill b its object clearly, dis- 
Unctly, and explicitly set forth and declared." The asaer- 
tion, therefore, made by the Whigs, that their vote was 
given for the protection of General Taylor, is of a similar 
character with that which they so bitterly denounced in 
the preamble of the bi}!, that war existed by the act of 
Mexico. Their apology for voting for this assertion, which 
tjiev acknowledged to be a falsehood, was, that they had 
i?M(voted against it. However consistent such an apology 
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may be with tbe morals of politics, it will certainly not be 
deemed satisfactory by those who regard tbe Sciiplures as 
the standard of ethics. The vote of the Whig members 
WIS probably tbe most extraordinary and humilia.ing ex- 
hibition of moral cowardice ever witnessed in the national 
LfETishture nor did it escape exposure and castigation. 
bdrcBims and rt.proaches, which it was impossible to elude 
or to answer, were showerpd upon the Wiiig members 
without stint by their opponents The following is a 
sample of the rebukes they received Mr. Brocken- 
borough of Florida thus exposed the false and unhappy 
po itnn m which the Whigs had plar-ed themselves by 
then unscrupulous c iloulalions. of expediency — " The 
verj tenn unjust war iniolves rapine and bloodshed, 
robbery and murder Lverystep is infamous, a crime for 
which the country should shroud itself in mourning. But 
yow rejoice and glory in it. You send forth the poor 
soldier, for whom you affect such syrapatby.-and tell him 
to slay — but it is murder r to fall fighting valiantly — but 
it is a felon's death. You bid the American mother send 
forth her child at her country's call, to stain himself with 
crime — to retura a robber, red and reeking with innocent 
blood. You cai] your soldiers heroes, and write on their 
monuments ' rapine, murder.' You vote swords and 
thanks, and medals and land, and money and pensions, 
for what you say is crime ; and crime so black that indi- 
viduals committing it, without your sanction, receive only 
ignominy, a prison, or a halter, 

" We (democrats) believe, before God and the world, 
that the war is just on our part. If we err. we err after 
full deliberation and argument, with the best judgment 
Heaven has vouchsafed to us, in the belief fbat we are 
discharging a patriotic duty redounding to the honor and 
character of our country. If there is any infamy — any 
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crime, it is not ours. Gentlemen clwm it all. We havt 
no intention of wickedness. We act throughout aa we 
profess. But you declare war and denounce itas infamous, 
but vote all supplies, and urge its vigorous prosecution. 
You preach that it is murder, and boast how many Whigs 
there are in it — how many friends, how many constjtuenfa 
you ha t wh 1 nteered to go. 

" Yo lag th t t is a crime, and complain that 
more D mxirats th Whigs have been appointed to 
carry o tl 11 y d speak of the chief man in the 
gang (tr 1 T 1 ) for the Presidency. You vote 

monum t t h d d — trophies, thanks, emoluments, 
bountie t tl h — to entice people to imbrue their 
hands i b! d— f my. 

" If th w 13 J t gentlemen are not absolved hy 
the cry of ' Mr. Polk's war." They voted fm- it. Declama- 
tion against Mr. Polk will not screen them from their own 
denunciations of the horror, the sin, and crime, and mur- 
der, of unjust war. If crime and infamy, the record 
beara conviction of the actors upon its face, and there it 
will stand, indelible and imperishable, as the Republic itself. 
It will adhere, like the shirt of Nessus, to its authors. 
Like the garment .Media wove for Jason, it will cleave and 
hum into the flesh until they perish. Enhancing the 
crime, they only mvoke more fearful punishment upon 



Rarely, indeed, has any deliberative body listened to 
sarcasm so withering, or invective so powerful taiA so just. 

Still the leaders of the Whig party in Congress clung 
with fearless tenacity to a policy which, although immoral, 
liey believed to be advantageous. They continued through 
the whole existence of the war to denounce it as unjust, 
wicked, and unconstitutional, but nevertheless evinced 
Ibdf patriotism, by voting the supplies required by the 



iLvGoO^lf 



J70 BtVIEW OP Tllli MB-VIC,VN- WAR. 

President for ensuring a ciirainal tnutopli. It is, how- 
ever, due to tlie parly at large to aclinowledge, that its 
Bubmission, especially at the North, to this policy of its 
leaders, was partial and reluctant. The American Review, 
a very ahle journal devoted to the interests of the party, 
thus honorably confessed and condemned the m&titea 
which actuated the Whig memheis of Congress who voted 
for tiie war ; " The vote for fifty tliousand volunteers and 
ten millions of dollars was all but unanimous. The reso- 
lution asking for these means were preceded by a lying 
preamble, which imputed the war to the act of Mesiuo. 
The resolution, preamble and all, was eagerly swallowed. 
So mach more solicitous seemed even the WhigK about 
personal popuhrili/, which might be jeoparded by wliat 
would be represented as an abandonment of the cause of 
a gallant but beleaguered a; my. in refusing or delaying to 
TOte for this bill, than for the cause of TariH and fight." 

The Whig Legislature of Mas'.acliusetts emphatioatly 
rebuked the course pursued by some of the Wbig repre- 
sentatives from that State in Congress, by adopting a 
resolution declaring : " That such a war of conquest, so 
hateful in its objects, so wanton, unjust, and unconstitu- 
tional in its origin and character, must be regarded as a 
war against fieedom, against hulnamty. against justice, 
against the Union, and against the free Stales , and that 
a r^rd for the true interests and highest honor of the 
country, not less than the impulses of Chnstian duty, 
should arouse all good citizens to join in efforts to arrest 
Ihis war, and in every just way tuding the country to 
retire from the position of aggression which it now occu- 
pies towards a weak, distracted neighbor and sister Re- 
public." 

That only sixteen members out of two hundred and 
forty should have voted against the war, while a very 
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large minority admitted its injustice, and the falsehood of 
the assertion tbat it liad been commenced by Mexico, is a 
melancholy proof tliat mora! courage and independence 
were not charactcrietics of the American Congress of 
I84G, And yet these qualities invariably attract confid- 
ence, esteem, and influence, even from those against iviiom 
they are exercised, " I admire," said one of the leaders 
of the war party, " I admire the sincerity, I reverence 
the consistency of the immortal fouhiekh (in the House 
of Representatives) who voted agiunst the declaration of 
war Their judgment was convinced that tlie war was 
wrong and they voted as tlieir judgment dictated. Tliey 
violated the laws neither of God nor of man. But he 
wiio denountes the war as unjust, and yet votes for it, 
Molates God's holy law and every principle of ethics." 
Let the names of these lioneat, consistent men, who feared 
God more than man, and looked rather to the Day of 
Judgment than to tiie day of election, be borne upon the 
aflectionate remembrance of the Christian community. 
They were': 



Thomas Clayton 
John Davis, . 



!■ REPRESENTATIVES. 



John Quincy Adams, 
George Ashmun, 
Joseph Grinnelf, 
Charles Hudson, 
Daniel P. King, 
Henry Y. Cranston, 
Erastus D. Culver, . 



Delaware, 
JMassachusetls, 



Rhode Island. 
New York. 
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Luther Severance, . 
Jolm Strahftn, 

Columbus Delano, . 

Joseph M. Eoot, . . 

Daniel R. Tilden, . 

Joseph Vance, . , 
Joshua R. Giddings, 



■: MEXirjiS WAR 



Maine. 
Pennsylvania, 
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CHAPTKR XXIII. 

THB ■WAR PROBEouiEft FOK cosaoasT. 

liT utter disregard of the multiplied proofs to the con- 
trary, Mr. Polk Ihought it eipedient, in his Message to 
Congress of the 8th December, 1946, to hazard the ex- 
traordinary assertion, " The war has sot seen ■waobd 
wuh a view to cosqcest" ! He added, " But having 
been commenced by Mexico, it has been carried into the 
enemy's country, tmd mill be there vigorously prosecuted, 
with B view to obtain an honorable peace, and thereby 
secure ample indemnity for the expenses of the war, 33 
well as to our much-injured citizens, who hold large 
pecuniary demands against Mexico." We have seen Mr. 
Polk's early and persevering effcats to secure CaHfomia, 
and hb official declaration, in the instructions to Stockton, 
that he could foresee no contingency in which the United 
States would ever surrender or relinquish that province. 
What abuse of langni^e can be greater than to fight for 
territory with the declared intention of holding it for 
ever, and yet to pretend that we fight not for conquest 
but indemnity ? But, independent of this most wretched 
quibbling about a word, let us pause for a moment to 
consider the avowal made by the President of the United 
States to a Christian people. It is no longer pretended 
that the war is one of defence. We are, it seems, to con- 
tinue fighting till we are paid for our trouble in staugh- 
tering. We killed Mexicans on the Rio Grande; but, 
recdving no pay, wo bombarded Vera Cruz, and killed 
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more. Tliis swelled our demand for compenpation. Not 
receiving it, we marclied hundreds of miles to the City of 
Mexico, and killed some thousands more. This added 
another and a heavy item to our bill ; and thus we were 
to proceed, spreading misery and death, till we were fully 
indemnified for the money, and trouble, and hlood, we 
had expended in filling a sister Republic with wailing, 
and lamentation, and woe. The idea of thus killing other 
people, and sacrificing the hves of our own citizens, for 
the purpose of getting pay for fighting, is original with 
Mr. Polk ; at !east, he finds no precedent for such policy 
in the histoiy of his own country. Our revolutionary 
fathers rejoiced to lay down their arms the moment the 
object for which they had been taken was accomplished. 
Not a voice was heard recommending a continuance of 
hostilities till Great Britain indemnified us for fighting her 
the last seven years. In 1815, we again rejoiced in mak- 
ing peace with Great Britain, without asking any indem- 
nity for killing Englishmen, capturing British vessels, and 
carrying the war into Canada. Jt is onlv poor, feeble, 
exhausted Mexico, who must bleed on, till she pays us 
for letting blood. 

But we are to conlimie the work of slaughter, not only 
till we are paid for our powder and shot, Ac., but also 
till Mexico discharges a debt of a few millions, which she 
ia said to owe certiiin of our citizens. And thus, at a day 
when it is deemed inhuman even to imprison an insolvent, 
Mr. Polk recommends that Mexican bonds shall be steep- 
ed in human gore, and that we shall proceed fo collect 
our debts by murdering the debtors. And all this to 
indemnify our " much-injured citizens." But how will 
Mr. Polk indemnify the vast multitude of women and 
children whom his policy has made widows and orphans ? 
What tariff will he establish for broken hearts and blasted 



iLvGoO^lf 



hopes ? What indemnity would he claim from Mexico 
for all the crimes and hlsaphemies, for alt the horrors of 
the hospital and the battle-field, for all the desolation and 
misery in this life, and in that which is to come, engen- 
dered by the war? 

In justice to Mr. Polk, we acquit him of the horrible 
atrocity of wishing to continue the slaughter of the Mexi- 
cans for compensation for the cost of killing them, and of 
the consummate folly of expending a hundred millions of 
dollars in collecting three or four of alleged debt. Poli- 
ticians often think it wise to conceal their real motives by 
assigning false ones. The war was to be continued, not 
to obtain a reimbursement of its expenses, not to collect a 
paltry debt, but solely for conquest. We have already 
seen that it was the President's determination to annex 
California to the Union. Let us now listen to a few of 
the frank avowals of the partisans of the war in Congress. 

Mr. Staktob, of Tennessee, declared that, "The an- 
nexation of California to the United States, was the great 
measure of the age."* 

Mr. Bedingeb, of Vir^nia — "Was this to be a war of 
conquest ? He answered, yes ; trusting in Heaven, and 
on the valor of their arms, tbis should be a war of con- 
quest, "f 

Mr. Sevier, of Arkansas, speaking of the territories to 
be acquired from Mexico, observed, "He supposed no 
Senator would think that they ought fo be less than Ne^v 
Mexico and Upper California. He did not suppose that 
a treaty of peace with less than this would ever pass that 
body. "J 

Mr. Giles, of Maryland — " I take it for granted, that 

we stall gain territory, and must gain territory, before we 

* Cong. Globe, lOth Dbc,, 1846, p. 23. 

f Cong. Olobe, 6th Jan., 1847, p, IfflJ, 

t Coug. Globe, 2il Feb.. 1847, p. 806. 
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shut the gates of the temple of Janus. We must have it. 
Every consideration of national policy calls upon us to se- 
cure it. We must march right out from ocean to ocean. 
We must fulfil what the American poet has said of us, 
from one end of this confederacy to the other, 
' The broad Pacific chafes our straad. 
We hear tlie wido Atlantic roar.' 
We must march from Texas straight to the Pacific 
ocean, and he hounded only by its roaring wave. We 
must admit no other government to any partition of this 
great territory. It is the destiny of the white race, it is 
the destiny of the Anglo-Saxon race ; and, if they fail to 
perform it, they will not come up to that high position 
which Providence, in his mighty government has assigned 

In January, 1847, a resolution was offered in the House 
of Representatives, declaring that the war "is not waged 
with a view to conquest ;" but the House was too candid 
to endorse the words of the President, and rejected the 
resolution. In the same Session, it also rejected, by a 
Tote of 126 to 76, the following amendment proposed to 
the supply bill, viz. ; " Provided farther, that these appro- 
priations are made with no view of sanctioning any prose- 
cution of the existing war with Mexico for the acquisition 
of territory to form new States to be added to the Union, 
or for the dismemberment of Mexico." 

These disclaimers of all intention of making conquests 
came from the Whigs, who were unmeasured in their de- 
nunciations of Mr. Polk's obvious policy. 

In his next message of December, 1847, that t^ntieman 
adroiUy revenged himself upon his opponents, by remind- 
ing Congress, that only sixteen members had voted against 
the war ; and that ('ongress, including, of course, the Whig 
members with the exception of the asteen, '* could not 
• Cong. Globe, 11th Feb., 1847, p. 387. 



iLvGoo^lf 



R. 177 

have meant, when in Mij 184fi, the\ appropriated t«n 
millions of dollars, and authonzed the President to em 
ploy the military and ni\al forces of tlie Unit«.d States, 
and to accept the sernLts of iim veoifAM) lolunteera 
to enable him to prosp(,ttte the war and when it their 
last Session, and after our irra^ Ind iniaded Mexico, 
they made addition il appropriati ns and authoiized the 
raising of additional troops for tin, ';ime purpose — that 
no indemnity was to be obtained from Mexico at the con 
elusion of the war." It was impossible for the Whigs to 
elude the force of this sarcasm. If the war "was not 
waged with a view to conquest," with what new did they 
vote for an army of fifty thousand men ? 

Puerile as is the distinction made by Mr. Polk between 
conquest and territorial indemnity, it appears from his own 
showing, that it is a distinction without a difference ; a 
mere quibble on words. The President, informing Con- 
gress what territories he had claimed of Mexico as condi- 
tions of ppacc, remarks, " as the territory to be acquired 
by the boundary proposed, might he estimated to be of 
greater valiie than a fair equivalent for our just demands, 
our Commissioner was authorized to stipulate for the pay- 
ment of such additional pecuniary consideration as was 
deemed reasonable." Here we see that Mr. Polk meant 
to take more territory, than he even pretends we are enti- 
tled to for indemnification. And how did he mean to ac- 
quire it ? By conquest '? Oh no, but by a forced sale, 
negotiated by a Commissioner at the head of a victorious 
array, ready to enter the city of Mexico ; and for this sur- 
plus territory he would pay such a price as he deemed 
reasonable, and, if the Mexicans refused to make the bar- 
gain on his terms, they refused at the peril of their lives, 
and the loss of their capital ; their blood was to flow, 
till they accepted, for territory to which we had no just 
iliiras, tlie piice we might plea-i; to pay. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

r REQUIRED 7ROK 



"Wb have already admitted that Mr. Polk's frequent and 
earnest asseverations of his desire for peace were sincere, 
becaose in his mind the term peace included the acqui&i- 
tjon of all the territory he wanted. The ptace he desired; 
was not a just, and therefore an honorahle one, but a hold; 
rapacious spoliation. If we use strong terms, it is because 
(hey are warranted by strong facts. After we had obtain- 
ed military occupation of the country on the Rio Grande 
and all the sea-ports on the Atlantic and Pacific ; after 
the Mexican armies had been routed in three genera! en- 
gagements ; after the efforts of the Mexicans had f^led 
to protect their capital, and General Scott was ready to 
enter its gates, peace was again offered Merico. In the 
time, place, and terms of this offer; we can see no iadica- 
tion of generosity, no desire for justice, no feeling of 
honor. Mexico, utterly prostrated, could obviously make 
no successful resistance, and it was certainly within the 
power of the United States to take military possession not 
merely of the capital, but of every city and strong place 
in the republic. Such, however, was not the desire or 
the interest of the Administration, or of the country. To 
hold the entire of Mexico by force of arms, would occasion 
an expenditure of treasure and an imposition of taxes 
which would soon Imrl Mr. Polk and his partisans from 
office. Nor would a continuance of the war give us that 
qtrit-claim to the coveted territories which was required. 
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to enable us to convert them with facility into skv-ehold- 
ing States with a repi-esentatiou in Congress. The object 
of the viar could be most advant^eously obtained by a 
treaty of peace, giving us undisputed possession of New 
Mexico and California. Hence the desire for peace ; Mid 
the prostrate condition of Mexico induced the hope that 
ehe would be conipelkd to make the cession we de- 
manded. And what was iliat cession ? Why, all tlie 
territory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, toge- 
ther with the whole of New Mexico, and all California, 
boLh Upper and Lower ! An inspection of the map of 
Mexico will show that these demands, exclusive of Texas 
proper, are estimated at upwards of eight hundred thou- 
sand square miles, while the whole area of the Republic 
is supposed to contain one million six hundred thousand. 
Tims did Mr. Polk seek for a "just and honorable peace" 
in the seizure of one half of Mexico !* 

Such was the territorial indemnity we attempted to 
extort from a vanquished and almost unresisting enemy. 
Napoleon, in the career of conquest, never indulged in 
wilder rapacity. Mexico, humbled and disabled, offered 
to cede all Texas proper, beyond tlie Nueces, and all of 
New Mexico and California Nortii of the .37th degree of 
latitude ; an extent of territory equal to nine States of the 
size of New York ! It is true, that in the Mexican pryet 
of a treaty confining this proposed cession, there was a 
stipulation for compensation for injuries done by the Ame- 
rican troops, a mere matter of discussion, but not repre- 
sented as a sine qua non. The negotiation was broken 
off not on account of that or other exceptionable proposals, 
but because Mexico refused to cede the whole of New 

* These Gstimatss are t^ken from an official statement of the 
areas of the different provinces, published by the Mexican 
" 3nt, and attached to Diatncneira map of Mexico. 
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Mexico and California. Mr. Polk, in his Message to Con- 
gress, declared, " the boundary of the Eio Grande, and 
the cession of tlie States of New Mexico and Upper Cali- 
fornia constituted an ultimatum which our Commissioner 
was under no circumstances to yield." It may seem 
etrange that Mr. Polk refused to accept the proffered ces- 
sion. The solulion is easy, and will be j^ven in the sub- 
Bequeat chapter. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



HOTIVB FOK ACQUIBINO 

The possessions of the United States estended from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the 40th to the 30th 
degree of latitude. Independent of the thirty States, 
comprising the Federal Union, the national teiritories em- 
braced 1,335,398 square miles— an area equal to about 
half of all Europe. The American Republic, anterior to 
the Mexican war, possessed one of the largest regions in 
the world under one Goverument, and at the same time 
one of the most thinly inhabited. It will not, therefore, 
be pretended, that additional territory was required for 
the conveujeuce of our population. It is said a port was 
wanted on the Pacific. The portion of California north 
of the 37th degree of latitude, which Mexico offered to 
cede, contains the harbor of St. Francisco, the best and 
most capacious on the Pacific. Mr. Polk had officially 
declared, that oiu: title to tlie whole of Oregon was " clear 
and unquestionable ;" yet, with the consent of southern 
Senators, he surrendered to Great Britain no less than 5° 
40' of what he insisted was territory belonging to the 
United States. Why give away northern territory which 
is ours, and lavish blood and treasure for the conquest of 
southern territory to which we have no title ? It was 
known, that from natural and other causes, slavery would 
be for ever eicluded from the territory yielded to Great 
Britain, but would find in California and New Mexico a 
genial soil and climate ; and that these Slates, when sub- 
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divided and aonesed, would give to the slaveholding inte- 
rest a predominating and resiatJess influence in the Federal 
Government. 

Were other proofs wanting of the real object of the 
war, it might be found in the avowals of the southern 
press: ''We trust," said tli« CharleHon Patriot, "that 
our southern representalivea will remember that this is a 
80UTHERH WAR." Said tho Charleston Courier: "Every 
battle fought in Mexico, and every dollar spent there, but 
insures the acquisition of territory which, must widen the 
field of southern enterprise and power for the future. 
And the final result will be to adjust the whole balance 
of power in the Confederacy, so as to give ds the control 
over the operations of the Government in all time to 
come." 

The Federal ITnMn, a Georgia paper m the interest of 
the adnuniatraljwi, remarked, " The Whigs of the North 
oppose the war, because its legitimate effect is, as they 
contend, the extension of southern territory, and of south- 
em slavery. It is true, this is a war in which the South 
is more immediately interested. Its vast expenditures 
must he mskde within her limits. During its continuance. 
New York, the great emporium of commerce, must be 
shorn in part of her greatness. Exchange, usually in her 
favor, must now be reversed, and in favor of New Orleans, 
where the supplies are furnished for the army. Let the 
SoDia now be true to herself, and the days of her vasaal- 
age are gone, and gone for ever." 

Said the MoUk Herald : " The natural tendency of the 
slaves under our humane policy is to mcrease. The effect 
follows that, if we have no outlet for them, no soil to put 
them on, they will be huddled within the extreme south- 
em hmitu o£ the Union." After showing that insubordi- 
natioB, and loss of profit, would result from a too crowded 
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Blave population, the editor proceeds, " These evils may 
be avoided by taking: n^w t«rTitory in the direction of 
Mexico. The profitahie existence of slavery ia by no 
means iiwompatible with a more temperate region, but it 
is inooinpatible with a very dense population. We need 
plenty of »oil to render it profitahie." 

As the war was w^;cd only for territttry, Mr. Polk was 
anxious to secure its object as speedily as possibie ; and, 
thinking it probable that money judiciously distributed in 
Mexico might hasten the cession of Oaiifornia, recom- 
mended to Coiigress, August 8th, 1848, an appropriation 
of two millions of dollars, to be placed at his disposal, for 
the purpose of facilitating a peace. The very proposal 
utterly destroyed the pretext upon which he first justified 
the war, that it was one of defence. " MilUons for de- 
fence, not a cent for tribute," was once tlie proud rally- 
ing cry of the itepublic. Now he proposed two milSons 
to bwy a peace. Had it not been known that the money 
was to be employed in gaining territory, the very proposi- 
tion would have excited universal abhorrence and indigna- 
tion. A bill granting the desired sum was mtroduced 
into the Lower House, but to the extreme mortification 
and alarm of the administration, and the pro-slavery party, 
was passed with a proviso offered by Mr, Wilmot exclud- 
ing slavery from aH territory that migh* be ceded by 
Mexico. The bill was reported to the Senate on the last 
day of the Session, and, for want of time, no question was 
taken upon it. At the ensuing Session, Mr. Polk asked 
for three millions for the same purpose, and a law was 
passed appropriating this sura " to enable the President 
to conclude a treaty of peace, limits and boundaries, with 
the Republic of Meiico, to he used by him in the event 
that said treaty, when siglied by the authorized agents of 
the two Governments, and duly ratified by Jfefflco, shall 
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call for the same, or any part thereof." It will be ob- 
served that the law contemplated not merely a treaty of 
peace, but of limits and boundaries, in other words, a 
treaty ceding California and PJew Mexico. The condition 
of the appropriation is unexampled in the history of diplo- 
macy. The money is to be paid not when the treaty is 
consimimated, but as soon aa Mesico consents to the terms 
Mr. Polk may demand. Mr. Tyler found that a contract 
entered into by the authorized agents of two Governments, 
did not constitute a treaty without the ratification of the 
Senate ; but, in this most extraordinary law, such a ratifi- 
cation is wholly disregarded. As soon as Mexico binds 
herself to cede territory, the money is to be paid, never to 
be returned, whether the Senate reject or confirm the bar- 
gain. Never before, probably, did a civilized nation stipu- 
late to perform in advance, a condition required by an 
unratified and therefore uaobligatory treaty. Viewing 
the appropriation in the least oflensive light, it is an offer 
to pay the consideration money of a purchase in advance, 
whether the title-deed may prove valid or not, with per- 
mission to retwn the money, although the deed should be 
refused. There must have been some weighty reason for 
this procedure. The credit of the United States was not 
so low, that it was necessary to pay in advance. Louisi- 
ana and Florida had been purchased by treaty ; but the 
consideration money in neither case had been paid before 
the treaties were ratified. The departure in the present 
ease from the ordinary course of negotiation was caused 
by the butnbg desire to acquire additional slave terri- 
tory. 

The war was expensive, and might prove hazardous to 
the popularity of the administration. Mr. Polk had no 
wish to kill Mexicans, provided they would surrender their 
lands.. It was hoped our invasion, and the fearful array 
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of fifty thousand men, would liave instantly frightened the 
enemy into the desired cession of her territories ; but, in 
the language of the administtalion presses, Mexico was 
*' mulish," was " obstinate." It was thought a large sum 
of money, judiciously distributed, might be more success- 
ful than intimidation had proved. The Mexican leaders 
were supposed to he mercenary ; the army was known to 
be necessitous. Three millions distributed among the 
officers and soldiers, either secretly as bribes, or openly 
under color c£ an instalment in advance for the purchase 
of territory, might induce the Mexican Congress through 
military coercion, to consent to the dismemberment of 
the Republic. This payment in advance of so la'ge 
a sum, might be useful, ako, in compelling the American 
Senate to ratify the treaty. If they declined, the mcney 
paid would be lost, and the responsibility of sacrificing the 
people's money would rest upon the Senators, wlio should 
dare to vote against the treaty. The attempt to re-annex 
the Wilmot proviso to this bill, and the long debate it 
occasioned, rent asunder the transparent veil with which 
the pro-slavery party had attempted to conceal the true 
object of the war, and provoked the southern members 
into unusual frankness. 

The northern Democrats had long justified the character 
given to them, of being " the natural allies" of the slave- 
holders. Anti-slavery sentiments had recently made rapid 
progress at the north, and the tone of the elections in 
various States, warned them that their devotion to slaverj-, 
■was undermining their own power. The grant of three 
millions, afforded them an opportunity of strengthening 
their waning popularity at home, without,' as they con- 
tended, dissolving an alliance, from which they hiid 
derived so many pecuniary and poUtical advantages. As 
Democrats, they were bound to support the war, and 
16" 
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to g^ve the PresiJent the appropriation lie had asked for. 
But to this appropriation, they attached the Wiimot pro- 
viso. This uow famous proviso was in these terms : "Pro- 
vided alwajs tl at the e shall be neither slavery nor invo- 
luntary se t de n a 1 territory on the continent of 
America wb 1 1 all he eafter he acquired by or annexed 
to the Un ted '^ tes by rtue of this appropriation, or in 
any other manne wh t oever, except for crimes whereof 
the party sli 11 h e been duly convicted." To this was 
added, a p □ on lor he return of fugitive slaves found 
in auch te to y In th s attempt to prevent the exten- 
sion of lavery, the no hern Democrats endeavored to 
shelter themselves from the reproaches of their southern 
friends by calling their proposal " the Thomas Jefferson 
proviso,"* it3 language being copied from the ordinance 
for the Government of the North-Western territory, orig- 
inally drafted by Mr. Jefferson, in l'Z84.t The northern 
Whigs gave the proviso their cordial support. It may, how- 
ever, be asked with what propriety they could vote for an 
appropriation even with the proviso, which they themselves 
cont«n(ied, was to be used for the purposes of bribery and 
corruption. To this question they gave a far more satisfac- 
tory answer, than thuy ever returned to the question why 
they voted for a war which tliey denounced as iniquitous. 
Mr, Stewart of Pennsylvania, thus ably vindicated the policy 
and duty of voting for the appropriation with the proviso : 
" As a friend of peace, present and prospective, I am in 
favor of this proviso. The object of this war being the 
acquisition of southern territory, as long as there is a hope 
of accomplishing tiiis object, there wiil be no peace. Put 
an end to this hope ; and you at once put an end to the 
war, by defeating its object. The moment tlie President 
finds this proviso accompanying this grant of money, he 

• Speech of Mr. Brinkorlioff. Feb. 10, 1847. Cong. Globe. 
■t See Journul of Ciiiigief.--, April 19, ITM. 
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will be for making peace, and so will alt the South. They 
want no restricted tcrrikiry. If the restriction is imposed, 
and the territory acquired is to be free, from that moment 
the President would -pay Mexico to keep her territory, 
rather than bring it in on such conditions. I am for the 
proTiaO, therefore, because it will bring us peace. Im- 
pose this restriction, and Mr. Polk will say he wants no 
territory, the South will say they want none; we say, 
agreed,, we want none. Then, if Mesico is to lose no 
territory, she will be for peace ; and, if we are to acquire 
none, what are we fighting for? Then impose this 
restriction, and the war will he promptly ended to the 
great benefit and joy of both Republics." 

The avowals of southern members, the messages of 
southern Governors, the action of southern Legislatures, 
and the language held by slayeholders assembled in 
popular meetings, all hear witness to the wisdom, foresight, 
and truth, of Mr. Stewart's remarks. 

The alai-m and irritation of the south caused by the 
introduction of the proviso, was greatly augmented by 
the circumstance of its originating with the northern 
democracy ; with that party which bad heretofore cheer- 
fully sacrificed the right of petition, and the freedom of 
dehat«, and had consented to the annexation of Texas, 
through suhserviency to southern interests. The slave- 
holders felt that they were now in their utmost need 
descried by the friends, who had hitherto professed devo- 
tion to their cause.* In their exasperation they, for the 
• In 1843, Mr. Buohanftu, Senator fl-om PennsylTania, opposed 
tha ratification of tiie treaty with Great Britain settling die 
North- East boundary, beenuse it did not provide compensation 
for certain slaves Uborated in the West Indies. He remarked : 
" All christtndom is lei^ued against the South, upon the qaes- 
tion of domestic slavery. They have no other allies to sustain 
their eonstitutional rights, except the qemucbac* of the 
NoniH In my own State, we inscribe upon our party banners 
kosHBii tn aMUioji. It is tliere one of the cardinal principles 
of the' ilem 00 ratio party." 



iLvGoO^lf 



'OO BKVIKW OF TJIK MEIrCJS WAR 

ba time, »vow.d the le.l objeet of the wsr to be tl. 
eooqueit of lerritorj for the extansion of .laTerv 

Mr^Smoo., of Yirginia, deelared the proviso a " mss 
aod olfen,,,, proposition, „„i,^h,g a, ,j^,, '„d 

.pmt of the Coratitution. Tie South neve, would „ve, 
could praxut, »»,„,» ,hi„h were to be made the in 
Mrument, of direct attaek upon her io.tilutious. She 
neve, .odd acquiesce in the acqui>i(ion of torritorv from 
wh.oh her K,ns, «« ,Ur pr,^,,, „„ ^ ,,. ,j„„ 
eieludcd. In „„„„, ,ifl, n, ,jj„^ ^, ^^^ ^^^ ' 
provuio), the q.eMion of th. prosecution of the war of the 
•cquMou of the moel e,ten«ve territori... .hrini. into 
.n.,gn,licance. It is lo involve the «„„„,„ i„, ,f ^ 
Union of these Slates." ^ 

..q^'.^.t'T' "^ ^^"''"- '" exceedingly f„nk : 
S.J 10 the South that they ar. „.l, jgM to make 
™» .„m,..v, that it i. „.,, f„ tki. that the b„ve 
men of Carohna, Georgit and Alabama, are periling their 
kve... and dr., wiU demand the .ettlement of thialuer 
IT;/", ""^ " 'VMli^pfosssulio, of ti, m, » 

.1™°"h Tt!"""" "*'""' *" 'I" '»-■«» " 
.t™v ahonld b,per,„ted in, .^ A«M prevail, the 
Sou h m.M aand .. .elf-d.fence , for they coild no and 
would not submit to it." 

Da^n,. I the people „f ,h. s„.,h are to be told that 
.« acqm„.g tm.^, ,„ ^g^ n^j, j,,^^ ,_ 

and hentenaure. expended, the, .re reahrf.j J ~ 
for other, ,n which the, are ,o have no ahare, and ha 
heyare.™ efe.,,o h. „,^^^ ,„^ territo, ,S 
.h.,r own Wood and ,™.aur. have helped to win.'thenl 
am agamst hsfnn, on, foot of Uak.n l.rrit„,-l .„ 
o"posed to „rry,-,j „ a;, „, „ „j ,^^ „ 
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Mr. Calhoun, in gjeat excitement, erckimcd : "I am 
a Southern man and a slaveliolder, a kind and merciful 
one I trust, and none the worse for being a slaveholder, 
I say for one I would rather meet any extremity upon 
earth than ^ve up one inch of our equality — one inch of 
what belongs to us as members of this great RepubHc. 
What ! aetnowiedge our inferiority ! Tbe surrender of 
life is nothing to sinking down into acknowledged infer- 
Yet this kind and merciful slaveholder had devoted the 
-energies of his life 'to keeping in acknowledged inferiority, 
i^orance, and degradafion, millions of his fellow-men and 
fellow-countrymen, and was at tbis very moment oppoang 
Bn effort to prevent imniense regions being peopled with 
beasts of burden in human form. 

Mr. Baoby, of Alabama, averred, "If the time should 
come when this principle was to be acted upon, that no 
wore territory was to be acquired lest Soiitkem instttu- 
iions should exist in such territory, he would say. Away 
WITH THE Union." This gentleman, the more effectually 
to secure the object of the war, introduced into the Senate 
» reaolntion declaring that, "If territory is hereafter ac- 
juired by Che United States, either by treaty or conquest, 
a shall not be competent for the treaty-making power or 
Congpeaa to ex lude slavert from such territory, either 
Ijy treaty stipulation or by act of Congress." 

Mr. Bltlfr of faouth Carolina, "Would, before God, 
warn gentlemen if the South was to be regarded and 
treated with meqwality they would tear up the instru- 
ment (the Conatuution) to which they had subscribed in 
good failh 

Mr. Kaiffma-j of Texas, declared "Should the pro- 
posed amendment be adopted, all hopes of aeqairing ter- 
rilwy in that quarter are (mnejbr ever. The South would 
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never consent, under sucli a state of things, to add a,ny 
territory to what we now possess." 

Mr. TuoMpsOH, of Mississippi, denouncing the proviso, 
aEGrmed that its passage would be the dissolution or 
THE Union. 

Mr. Mangum, of Korth Carolina : " There are now 
three millions of slaves penned up in the slave States, and 
they are an increasing population, increasing faster than 
the whites, jind are the daces to be always confined to 
Hieir prison States?" 

Thus we find from their own avowals that the acquisi- 
tion of SLAVE TERRITORY was the Sine qua ntm on which 
the slaveholders would continue the w;ar; and that for 
fluch acquisition they were ready, if necessary, to dissolve 
the Union. Hence, the honor of the nation, the griev- 
ances of the claimants, the shedding of American blood 
upon American soil, were hollow, and false pretexts for the 
,s true and,sole object being the extension of human 



To the confessions of the slaveholders may be added 
the following decisive testimony of General Cass, then a 
member of the Senate, given in a private letter of 19th 
February, 1847, but which found its way into the news- 
papers : " The WiJmot Proviso will not pass the Senate. 
It would be death to the vrfn—deatk to all hopes of get- 
ting an acre of territory — death to the Administration, 
and death to the Democratic party." 

The reference made \iy the slaveholdere to the Missouri 
compromise, and their alleged wilhngness to apply that 
compromise to the conquered terntories, utterly stultified 
their argument against the conitifufionality of the Proviso. 
If Congress had a right to exclude Slavery from territory 
purchased of France, and conquered from Mexico, north 
of 36" 30, they had surely an equal nght to exclude it 
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from every part of New Mesico and California. By the 
Constitution, Congress is constituted tte Legislature of 
the t«rritories, and of course possesses the same power 
over slavery in them, that a State legislature does within 
its own jurisdiction. 

The bill appropriating three millions of dollars was, 
after a severe struggle, carried in the House of Represent- 
atives, with the Proviso, by 115 to lOG. In the Senate, 
the Proviso was stricken out 31 to 21. The whole in- 
fluence of the Government, and all the appliances of party 
discipline, were now put in requisition to induce the House 
to concur with the Senate, and the Proviso was finally 
rejected, 102 to 97. It will be observed that the total 
vote on the adoption of the Proviso was 221, and on its 
rejection 199. Of course no less than 22 members found 
it convenient to be absent at this important crisis, and 
SIX who had supported the Proviso found motives for 
changing their votes. 

The Proviso had indeed been rejected for the present, 
but it might he renewed at the next session ; and, even 
should it fwl in the Senate, yet a treaty, ceding an im- 
mense territory to be consecrated to slavery, might not 
command in that body the vote of two-thirds necessary 
to its ratification. The very possibility of thus losing the 
prize for which the war was commenced, exasperated and 
alarmed the South, and vigorous efforts were made to 
induce the North to abandon the position it had taken in 
behalf of human liberty, by the usual threats of dissolv- 
ing the Union, and by appeals to the interests of selfish 
pohticians. Many of the governors of the slaveholding 
States brought the subject before their respective Legis- 
latures. The Governor of Virginia, in his Message, re- 
marked that it was " unquestionably true that, if our 
slaves were reitrkted to our present UmiU, they would 
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greatly diminish in value, and thus seriously impcur the 
fortunes of their owners. The South never can consent 
to be confined to prescribed limits. She wants and mml 
have spact, if consistent with honor and propriety." 

The Governor of South Carolina objected to the re- 
sli-iction as tending to diminish the political influence of 
the South, in the Federal Government, and insisted on 
strenuous I'esisfance. The Legislature of Virginia, setting 
at defiance the power of Congress, " Resolved unani- 
mously, that under no circumstances will this body 
recognize, as binding, any enactment of the Federal Gov- 
ernment which has for its object the prohibition of slavery, 
in any territory, to be acquired either by conquest or 
treaty." The Legislature of Georgia resolved, " That any 
territory acquired by the arms of the United States, or 
by treaty with a foreign power, becomes the common 
property of the several States composing this confede- 
racy ; and whilst it so continues, it is the right of each 
citizen of each and every State, to reside with his pro- 
perty of every description, within such territory." 

The Legislature of Alabama " Resolved, That under 
DO circumsfancea will this body recognize as binding, any 
enactment of the Federal Government wliich has for its 
object the prohibition of slavery in any territory, to be 
acquired either by conquest or treaty, south of the line of 
Ihe Missouri compromise." 

A public meeting in Richmond, Tii^nia, declared not 
into 
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A meeting in Charleston, S. C, declared it would be dis- 
honorable and debasing to submit to the prohibition of 
elsvery, " beyond what is alrfadt/ yielded by the Missouri 



But it was not enough to threaten the North with a 
dissolution of the union, and with civil war. These are 
evils which, when they occur, will not fall exclusively 
upon the people of the free States. It was thought ad- 
visable to threaten the politicians of the North with the 
loss of political power and emolument — a menace far more 
influential than any other. A Presidential eieetion was 
approaching, and northern aspirants were wai-ned that no 
opponent to the extension of slavery should receive the 
votes of the South. A similar warning had secured the 
annexation of Texas, and the election of Mr. Polk. 

The Legislature of Georgia " Resolved, that the people 
of Geot^ia, at the ensuing Presidentjal election, should 
not and will not support any man for. the Presidency or 
Vice- Presidency, who favors the principle of the Wilmot 
proviso." The deffirroinaljon thus officially announced, 
was reiterated by various meetings and t>n various occa- 
sions, and had a sensible and immediate effect in coohng 
the zeal of northern politicians in behalf of the proviso. 
General Taylor was a cotton planter, and, the owner of 
numerous slaves ; and the popularity he had acquu-ed by 
hia victories, pointed hira out as a mo=t avaUable southern 
candidate. He was accordingly early nommated, and his 
interests were so thoroughly identified with slavery, that 
it was deemed unnecessary to demand from him any 
pledge of opposition to the Wilmot proviso Said the 
Richmond WIdg : — " Why ask pledges of him on the 
subject of slavery, when the fact that his whole estat« 
coi^ts of land and negroes, and that when they go, be 
]7 
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must be a beggar, is tiio very strongest pledge he could 
possibly give V 

Ihe frankness and determiuaUon of the southern Wliigs 
left to their northern brethciTi the niternative of uniting 
with them in raising General Taylor to the Presidency, 
or of resigning to their political opponents the favors of 
official patronage. They adopted the former, and Gene- 
ral Taylor received the nomination of the party. 

The northern Democrats claimed a candidate selected 
from among themselves. The claim was p"owed by their 
southern brethren, on condition of a satisfactory pledge 
ag^nst the Wilmot proviso. Four prominent nortbcni 
Democrats entered the lists, to bid against each otlicr for 
the votes of the slaveholde.rs. General Cass's bid was 
accepted, and he was duly nominated, haviiig decliired 
the proviso unconstitutional. 

Notwithstanding the hostility of the South to the pm- 
viso, they anlicfpated the possibility of being compelled 
to yield to the "North, so far as to renew the Missouri 
compromise, and to consent to the exclusion nf slavery 
north of 36" 30' — and here we ' find a solution of Mr, 
Polk's rejection tif tht cession proposed by Mexico. 
Great and raluahle as was that cession, it was chiefly 
nwtk of the qompromisc line, leaving space for scarcely 
more than two dove States. The territory offered was 
not far enough south to secure the object of the war, and 
hostilities were to be continued for conquests, belom the 
Missouri line. 

In August, ISiV, negotiations were opened fo p 
and Mr. Trist was appointed by the President to nd t 
them on the part of ihe United States. Tl M x 
CommisMoners were instructed to procure a t p lat 
by which " The United States shall engage 1 1 p nn 
slavery in that part of the territory which they may ne- 
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Virt bytre.!,." Jt b, ,„ bo p„,„„ed ttol Mr. Trisl 
wa. well acquainted with tlie view, of U,e Cabiaet at 
Washington, on tl™ subject. In an offlcial despatch to 
tte Secreta,, of Slate, of 4th September, 1 84J, he thus 
descnbes hU conference with the Jleiiean Commissionera 
on this point of their instructions :—" In the course of 
their remark, „„ this subject (eielu.ion of slave.y), I 
was told that, if it were proposed lo the people of the 
Uniled State, to part with a portion of tliei, territory in 
order that the isquisition sliould be therein established 
the proposal could not excite .troager feelings of abhor- 
renco than those awakened in Meaco, by the prospect of 
the introdueuou of slavery in any territoij parted with by 

'■ I concluded by assnring'then, that the Jar, nttio, of 
the subject in any treaty to which the United Slates was 
a party, was an absolute impossibility ; that no President 
of the Uniled States wonld dare to present an, .uch 
tot, to the Senate ; and that, if it were in their power to 
offer me the whole territory described in our project, in- 
creased ton-fold in value, and in addition to that, cowrrf 
a/oot thief: oil over with pvre rjotd. ujim the single oon- 
nmo, mA, srAV.,, snontn ., .„o„nED th,mfr„„, I 
could not entertain the offer for a moment, nor think even 
of communicating it to Washington." 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

ESPEDIENT3 FOR PACILITATINO OONQUEBTg. 

General Santa Anna had been one of the ablest and 
most popular of the Mexican cliieflains. A political 
revolution had deprived him of power, and driven him 
into exile— and he had taken refuge in Havana. Shortly 
before the commencement of hostilities, an officer of the 
United States navy was despatched to that city. The 
object of his mission has not been officially disclosed ; but 
it was asserted Jn tlie newspapers, and generally believed, 
that it was to confer with the Mexican General. Aa 
American squadron, in antkipatim of the war, had for 
some time been stationed off Vera Cruz, mi the very day 
war was declared, "privat* and confidential"' orders were 
sent to the commander not to obstruct the return of 
Santa Anna to Mexico. The distinguished exile, it was 
well-known, had wrongs to resent; and it was no doubt 
taken for granted, and perhaps expressly stipulated, tliat, 
being indebted to Mr. Polk for the opportunity of wreak- 
ing his vengeance, he woidd foment an insurrection, kmdie 
the flames of civil war, recover his former power, and 
exercise it in concluding a peace with the United States, 

* " United States Navy Department, 
May 13li, ISia. 
"Com^dore —If g)bta Aana endeavors to enter the Maiionn 
ports, yon will allow bim to pass freely. 

" Respectfully yours, 
.. n . „ •' GEORGE BANCROFT." 

" Commodore David Conner, 
Commanding Home Squadron." 
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bj the cession of Cftlifornia. He i!id return tlirougli 
favor of Mr. Polk's order,* and, as was expected, effected 
a revolution, and assumed the reins of Government ; and, 
by his wonderful energy and perseverance in behalf of 
his country, rebuked the artifice of the American Presi- 

To aid in fomenting tlie civil dissensions whiuh, it was 
hoped, would result from Santa Anna's sudden appear- 
ance in Mexico, General Taylor was required to distribute 
a proclamation prepared for him at Washington. In this 
Strange document, the General is made to tell the 
Mexicans, " Your Government fs in the hands of tyrants 
and usurpers. They have abolished your State Govern- 
ments ; they have overthrown your Federal Constitution ; 
they have deprived you of the right of suffrage, destroyed 
the liberty of the press, despoiled you of your arms, and 
reduced you to a state of absolute dependence upon the 
power of a military dictator. We come to obtain indem- 
nity for the past, and security for the future. We eome to 
overtkT<m the tyrants who have destroyed your liberties, bat 
■we come to make no war upm the people of Mexico, nor 
upon any form of free Government they may choose for 
themselves. It is our wish to see you liberated from 
despots, to drive back the eavage Cajnanehes, to prevent 
the renewal of their assaults, and to compel them to restore 
to you from captivity your Inng-lost wires and children .'" 
Not satisfied with forcing General Taylor to distribute this 
mendacious proclamation as his own act, he was expressly 
instructed {9tb July, 1846), to pursue a course of deceit 
and fraud. He was directed by the Secretary of War, 
" to take occasions to send officers to the head-quarters of 
the enemy for the military purposes real or ostensible 
' CommodorB Conner announcing to the Secretary of the 
Navy the urnval of Santa Anna at Vera Crni, added: "I 
JiaTB nllQweil hini to enlpr without moleatation." 
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ants, apd inducing them to wish success to 
■which has no desire to injure their country, and ivhich, in 
overthrowinf their oppressors, may benefit themselves. 
Between the Spaniards, who monopolize the weaUh and 
power of the country, and the mixed Indian race who 
bear its burdens, there roust he jealousy and animosity. 
The same feelings must exist between the the lower and 
higher orders of Hie clergy, the latter of whom have the 
dignities and revenues, while the former have poverty and 
labor. In all this field of division, in all these elements 
of social, political, personal and local discord, there must 
be openings to reach the interests, passions, or priaciplcs, 
of some of the parties, and thereby conciliate their good 
will, and make them co-operators with us in bringing about 
an honorable and a speedy peace. Tlie management of 
these delicate movements, are confided to your discretion." 

There is no evidence that General Taylor ever engaged 
in these " delicate movements." He bravely fought the 
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Mesricans ; but there is no reason to believe that he ever 
condescended to corrupt them. 

It was very true that Mr. Polk would rather acquire 
territory by negotiation than by fighting ; and hence 
it was his aim to disqualify the Mexicans from fighting, by 
promoting treason and rebellion ; and hence Taylor vaa 
instructed to encourage the departmmta to declare them- 
selves independent of the central Government. Hence 
also Commodore Sloat.was instructed (June 8th, 1846), 
'■ to encourage the people of that re^on (California), to 
enter into relations of amity with our country." Hence, 
General Kearney, four days after entering Santa Fe, 
informed the inhabitants by proclamation (22d August, 
1846), that it was the "wish and intention of the United 
States, to provide for New Mexico a free Government, 
with the least possible delay, similar to those in the United 
States." He moreover required those who had in loyalty 
to their country " left their homes, and taken arms 
against'the troops of the United States, to return forth- 
with to them, or else they will be considered as enemies 
and TRAITORS, subjecting their persons to punishment, and 
their property to seizure and confiscation." But these 
Mexicans who were to be punished as tr^tors for resisting 
the invaders of their soil, owed the same alleg^nco to 
their Government, as the General did to his. To remove 
this difficulty, the Brigadier assumed the prerogative once 
exercised by the Papal See. " The undersigned," con- 
tinued the proclamation, "hereby absolves all persons 
residing within the boundary of New Mexico, from all 
further allegiance to the Republic of Mexico, and hereby 
CLAIMS them as citizens of the United States." 

The absolution and the claim were of equal validity. 
I'he General had been instructed to establish a tempo- 
raiy civil Government, " tliercin abolishing all arbitrary «- 
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strictions" and well knowing the ultimate purpose for which 
liis conquest was made, he ordained that the right of 
suffrage in New Mexico, should be exercised by " every 
free male,'' thus preparing the inhabitants for the arbitra- 
ry restrictions of the peculiar institution to be hereafter 
introduced. From Santa Fe, this gentleman proceeded 
to California, and there again assumed the powers of the 
Roman Pontiff and the American Congress. Addressing 
the Californians in a proclamation of 1st March, 1847, he 
declares : " The undersigned, by these presents, absolves 
all the inhabitants of California, of any further allegiance 
to the Republic of Mexico, and regards tbem as ciiizHNS 
OF THE United States." Not content with wielding the 
attributes of ecclesiastical and civil sovereignty, he 
assumes those of a prophet : " The stars anistripes now 
float over California ; and, as long as the sun shall shed 
his light, they will continue to wave over her, and over 
the natives of the country, and over those who shall seek 
a domicile io her bosom ; and under the protection of this 
flag, agriculture must advance, and the arts and sciences 
wil! flourish like seed in a fertile soil. Americans and 
Californians, form henceforth onb fsoPLK." 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



W*R, being always waged for the immediate purpose of 
inflicting misery and death, necessarily calls into action 
the malignant passions of our nature. It is impossible 
that those who are contriving the ruia and death of their 
enemies, should exercise towards them that love, and kind- 
ness, and forgiveness enjoined by Christianity, Hence the 
profession of arms has a strong tendency to blunt the sen- 
sibilities of the soldier, and to render him callous to the 
Bufferings of his victim. Military glory, which is the prize 
that stimulates the ambition of the soldier, founded, as it 
is upon his bravery, skill, and success in destroying bis 
enemy, and totally disconnected from all reference to the 
Justice of the cause in which his victories are achieved — 
has necessarily an unhappy influence in perverting the 
moral sense. In those qualities which twine the laurel 
around the brows of the warrior, there is no one clement 
of moral goodness ; nothing which has not been often ex- 
hibited by tlie most depraved of mankind. It has been 
well said, that when the soldier has vigorously assaulted 
the enemy, when though repulsed he returns to the con- 
flict, when being wounded he continues to brani^h his 
sword till his grasp relases in death, and he falls on the 
field " covered with glory," he has attained to the naoi*al 
rank of a bull-dog. Hence the thirst for mihfary fame, 
by diverting the mind from the contemplation and pursuit 
of objects reajly virtuous, renders the soldier peculiarly 



iLvGoO^lf 



! ME.XICAN WAR. 



exposed to tbe allurements of vice. His ordinary life, 
moreover, js on various accounts unfavorable to the culti- 
vation of those benevolent and virtuous affections which 
adorn and bless society. Banished from the softening 
and humanizing influences of domestic associations, exiled 
from wife and children, without other occupations than 
the monotonous routine of the camp or the bajrack, and 
with no companions but such as are suhjeoted to similar 
privations, both his mind and his heart are left without 
wholesome aliment. It is true that the army has had its 
smnts ; some good men have passed through its furnace 
without the smell of fire on their garments, hut the at- 
tention excited by their wonderful deliverance attests the 
greatness of the peril they escaped. 

The officers of an army are, with few esceptions, far su- 
perior in education and refinement to the privates, and are 
therefore rarely guilty of that vulgar motiveless ferocity 
.which too often marks the conduct of the common sol- 
dier. Nevertheless, it would be unreasonable to expect, 
that their education and refinement should generally shield 
their hearts from the indurating influence of their pro- 
fession. 

The foregoing remarks are, it is believed, founded on 
the acknowledged principles of human nature ; thev are 
most abundantly vciified by all military history ; and the 
conduct to which we will now call the attention of the 
reader, proves that they are applicable to American, as 
well as to other armies. 

During the horrible bombardment of Vera Cruz, and 
after a day of indiscriminate slaughter of men, women, 
and children, the French, Spanish, and English Consuls in 
the city, addressed on the evening of the 24th March, 
iei7, a joint note to General Scott asking a suspension 
of hostilities for a time " sufficient to enable their respeo- 
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tire compatriots to leave the place with their women anil 
childieD, as well as the Mt\ican women and children." 
How far the emcigency of the else justified this applica- 
tion, may he learned from the report of the chief of the 
artillery, made the "Jame eiemngtothe General — "We 
have been i^strained fiom the mnt of shells from thiww- 
ing more than one every Jii-e mmufes darhig the day ;" he 
adds that a full supply would be sent to the batteries that 
night for the ensuing day. The next day the 2-5th, Gene- 
ra! Scott sent to the consuls a peremptory refusal of 
their request — the neutrals might have left the place 
previous to the bombardment ; and as to the Mesinan 
women and childrpii, his summons to the city had been 
disregarded, and now no truce would be allowed ap<irt 
from suirender. Some excuse for this btcrn dcninl of 
mercy to foreigners, and to innocent women and childi-en, 
might have been found if the capture of the city would 
have been liazarded by the intermission for a few hours of 
the fiei-y deluge which was overwhelming it. But Scott 
well knew that he had it in his power to reduce the whole 
city to one mass of ruins. So also, had a reinforcement 
of Mesicans been approaching, a motive would have exist- 
ed for compelling a surrender before their arrival ; but 
the beleaguered city had no hopes of relief, and the por- 
tion and force of the American army precluded the possi- 
bility of succor. Scott's army, moreover, were so safely 
ensconced in their entrenchments, that he had no reason 
to fear, that the boon that was asked would prove mju- 
rious to the assailants ; since in his operations against tie 
castle and city, his total loss, out of 10,000 men, 'did not 
exceed sixty-five killed and wounded. Before replying 
to the Consuls, he wrote to the Secretary of War the same 

morning. The effect is ao doubt very great, and I think 
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the t an t h H out hiyond to-day " Hence, by bia 
wn nf d by tlie fact tlmt the city did surreu- 

<i th 20tl he slaughter of women and children ou- 

cas d bj tl vful activity of Ids batteries during tlie 
wl 1 f th th, there being then a "full supply" of 

5 11 w tt 1 unnecessary. To the horrors of this 
b Va dm may advert hereafter, and at picsent 

ly ff tb f Uowing as a commentary on General 
fe t f 1 'I heaid a great many heart-vendmg 
t 1 wh h w told by the survivors with breaking 
1 t b t I h 'e neither the inclination nor the tim« 
t p t tl ni One, however, I will name. A Freneh 
fainily were quietly seated in their parlor the evening 
(night of the 25th), previous to the hoisting the white flac, 
when a shell from one of our mortars penetrated the 
building, and exploded in the room, killing the mother 
ANn FOUR cHiLDKKN, and wounding the residue."* 

Truly, indeed, said Sir Harry Smith, in a speech at a 
late military dinner in London, "It must be confessed, 
gentlemen, that ours is a damnable profession," 

The refusal of General Taylor to accede to the request 
of the Mexican General for an armistice, before he knew 
that either Government had recognized the war he had 
commenced, has been already mentioned. During the 
attack on Monterey, the Governor sent a flag of triice to 
the General, stating that " thousands of victims who, from 
indigence and want, find themselves now in the theatre of 
war, and who would be uselessly sacrificed, clium the nghta 
which, in all times and in all countries, humanity extends." 
He asked that orders might be given that fomilies might 
be respected, or else that a reasonable time might be 
granted thera to leave the city. The General refused to 
permit any to leave the city ; and, however much we may 

• Letter jiubUalied in tlie Altua T^^grapi. 
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lament his decision, it must be acknowledged, tlmt owing 
to the circumstances in whicft he was placed, his refaaal is 
not open to the same animadversions as that of Scott. 

It is an impulse of our nature to regard scenes of suf- 
fering and of cruelty with aversion ; but war, by the im- 
portance it attaches to victory, renders such snenes sources 
of pleasure, when their subjects are enemies. General 
Lane, in his despatch (22d October, ISiT), thus describes 
.his night attack upon Allixuo : " I ordered the artillery 
to be posted on a hill near the town, and overlooking it, 
and open its fire. Now ensued one of the most beautiful 
siffhls conceivable.' Every gun was served with the utmost 
rapidity, and the crash of the walls and the roofs of the 
houses when struck by our shot and shells, was mingled 
with the" roar of our artillery. The bright light of the 
moon enabled us to direct our shots to the most thickly 
populated part of the town." 

This beautiful scene, so gratifying to the taste of Gene- 
ral Lane, was most horrible to the inhabitants of this little 
town. The moining sun beheld, amid the ruined dwel- 
lings and encumbered streets, two hundred and nineteen 
Mangled corpses, while three hundred of its men, women, 
and children, were suffering from wounds. "After 
searching the nest morning," says the General, with won- 
derful coolness, " for arms and ammunition, and disposing 
of what was found, I commenced ray return." As lie 
makes no other allusion to the result of his- search, we in- 
fer he had no reason to be proud of the trophies acquired 
by this beautiful moonlight massacre. 

Several of the general ordeis, issued by American offi- 
cers in Mexico, are palpably unjust, and exhibit a painful 
disregard for human life. ' Of this nature is the following 
given by Colonel Gate's at Tarapico, Nov. 29, 1847 : "As 
the gueriileros or armed enemies are employed by orders 
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to rob all persons who may be eiignged ijj the lawful pur- 
pose of trading with the inhabitants of this town, instruc- 
tions have hccn given to all oiEcers of the United Statei 
army or navy within this department, to take or kjll every 
person of that character found ao employed against the 
peace of the community." Tampico was occupied by^ a 
detachment of the invading army. For Mesicans to sup- 
ply the place, while so occupied, with provisions and 
the necessaries of life, would indeed be domg what Jlr. 
Polk charged upon the Whigs, " giving aid and comfort to 
the enemy." The guerillas, or armed militia, had there- 
fore a perfect right by the laws of war to seize and con- 
fiscate all supplies on their way to the enemy. It was 
doing no more than wa.'i constantly done by the Ameri- 
cans in the Revoluljon, when their cities were occupied by 
the invader. These " armed enemies" might indeed be 
killed in battle ; but Colonel Gates's order has no refer- 
ence to fightiniff. In tie plenitude of his pftwer, he gives 
.every naval and military officer the option of capturing or 
slaying any armed Mexican who may he_ found attempting 
to intercept supplies for Tampico. 

Unhappily the conduct of Colonel Gates was sanctioned 
by high authority. The Commander-in-Chief, seated in 
the conquered Capital of the Republic, issued an order on 
the 12th December, 1847, which adds no honor U> hia 
character as a man or a soldier. The b^gage_ trtdns of 
the army bad often been attacked by guerillas, in the long 
route between Vera Cruz and the city of Mexico, and 
the General now attempted to keep open his communica- 
tion with Vera Cruz, from which place alone he could 
receive ammunition, &c., by a system of severity towards 
those who had scarcely any other method left of annoying 
the invaders. The preamble to his prder betrays not only 
hia object, but his consciousness that some apology was 
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needed for his sanguinary decree. " The highways used, 
or about to he used by the American troops, being stiil 
infested in many parts by those atrocious bands called 
guerillas and rancheroa who, umkr mutrudions from tke 
late Mexican anikwiCies, continue to liolate every rule of 
warfare ohsetved by civilized nations, :t has become neces- 
sary to announce to all, the views and instruQtions of 
General Head Quarters on the subject." We are then 
informed, " No quarter will be given to known murderers 
or robbers, whether gaerillaa or rancheros, and whether 
serving under Mexican (wmmissions or not." Offenders of 
this eharacter " accidentally falling into the hands of Ame- 
rican troops, will be jn/imeatarily held as prisoners, that 
is, not put to death without due solemnity." This dua 
Bolemnity is to he the sentence of three or more officers 
who are to sentence to death or lashes, on proof that the 
pris<»ier belonged to any gang of murderers or robbers, 
or had murdered or robbed any one belonging to or fol- 
lowing the American armv. By murder, is here obviously 
meant, killing any of the guard accompanying a baggage 
train, and by robbery, carrying away any property belong- 
to the enemies of Mexico. 

. The vigor displayed in these orders by " General Head 
Quarters" was far surpassed by one of his subalterns. 
Colonel Hughes, civil and military Gkivemor of Jalapa, on 
the lOth December, 1847, issued the following order, viz: 
" All persons who may in any way attempt to prevent 
supplies from reaching this port, will be sent to a military 
Commission for trial, and if convicted of that offenw, will 
be SHOT." Here we find a capital offence which is not 
alleged to be either robbery or murder. Any Mexican, 
priest or layman, who by persuasion or force, or in any 
other way, attempts to prevent his countrymen from com- 
mitdng the crime of furnishing supplies to the enemy, is to 
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be SHOT — to be put to death in cool blood by American 
soldieis, at the command of an American officer ! We 
greatly doubt whether the history of modern warfare re- 
cords an order so utterly at variance with the pliunest dic- 
tates of patriotism, justice, and humanity. 

We now turn to another laelancholy but forcible illua- 
tralion of the remarks in the commencement of this chap- 
ter. A large number of Irish emigrants to the United 
States bore arras in the invading army. These men were, 
of course, mere mercenaries. They fougJil, as others of 
their countrj-men have labored on our canals and rail- 
roads, for money. They knew and cared nothing about 
the claims of "our much-injured citizens,'' nor did they 
trouble themselves about " our western boundary." On 
reaching Mexico, they discovered that they had been liired 
by heretics to slaughter brethren of their own church. 
The Mexicans, moreover, published appeals addressed 
directly to their consciences, in which was set forth, in 
strong language, the sin they were committing in fighting 
agMnst men who had never injured them, and who were 
united with them in a common fiuth ; and liberal offers 
were made of land and money, if they would abandon the 
American standard, A portion of the emigrants accepted 
the invitation ; and it is reasonable to suppose that they 
were influenced both by religious and by pecuniary mo- 
tives. Upwards of fifty of these men were taken prisoners 
m battle. They had unquestionably committed a crime in 
violating their pledged faith, and by the ordmary rules of 
war, were justly liable to punishment. A few of these 
men escaped death on account of some technical objec- 
tions," and a few others on account of some unspecified 
mitigating circumstances ; but a general order of the 22d 
of September, 1847. contained the appalling announce- 
ment : " After eveiy eifoit of the General-in-Chief to save. 
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by judicious discrimination, asmanjof these miseiable con- 
victs as possible, fipiy of them have paid for their trea- 
chery hy an ignominious death upon the gallows." 

•We have here a most extraordinary confession. The 
Commander of a victorious army acknowledges his inabJhty 
to rescue fixim death one of these fifty men. Instances 
have occurred of whole i-egiments going over to tlie enemy 
on the field of hattle. In such a case would General Scott 
feel himself constrained to hang a thousand men, if again in 
his power ? Was he ignorant, that where large numbere 
had rendered themselves amenable to punishment, where 
policy demanded an example, and where humanity forbade 
a general slaughter, others had resorted to decimation and 
the lot? The death of five or ten of these men, and the 
corporal punishment of the rest, would have answered the 
.atemcst demands of miUtary policy It seems tlij,!: the 
execution of thirty out of the fifty wis inliu-ited lo a 
Colonel Harney. Accordmg to the newspipeii. he htd 
them brought out with haltets around their netks and 
aiTBijged them imder one common gibbet in si^hl of 
the Mexican fortress of Chepultepec, which the AmuiLita 
troops were about to storm. He then told them that they 
should hve till they saw the American flag raised upon 
the battlements. The fortress was carried, the flag at 
last appeared, and the doomed men expired. This act of 
Harney's has been characterized by a foreign writer, as " a 
refinement of cruelty, and a fiendish prolongation at once 
of the ecstacias of revenge and the agonies of despair." 

Desertion is a crime which, in military ethics, it is law- 
ful for each party to encourage and reward in the otlier, 
bat to denounce as atrocious, and to punish with death, 
when committed agamst itself. General Scott, in hi:i 
orders, spoke of the Irish deserters as " deluded wretches 
■ — miserable convicts." Says the correspondent of the 
18" 
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New Orleans FifMywM, "TLe clerijy of San Angei 
pleaded bard to save the lives of these men, but, in vain. 
General Twiggs told them that to Ampudia, Arista, and 
Santa Anna did thtse men owe their deaths, for they 
stooped to the low business of soliciting desertion fram 
our ranks, and had succeeded in seducing from duty and 
allegiance the poor wretches who had to pay so deaily 
for tlieir crimes." This was in September. On the 13th 
of the next month, we have an officid despatch "to General 
Scott, from Colonel Childs, dated at Puebla, in which he 
says, "I should be unjust to myself, and the Spt Com- 
pany under Capita Pedro Aria, if I did not call the 
attention of the General-in-Chief to tiieir invaluable ser- 
vices. From them I received the most accumte informa- 
tion of the movements of the enemy, and the designs of 
the citizens; through them I was enabled to apprehend, 
several officers aud citizens in their nightly meetings, to 
consummate their plans for nusing the populace. The 
Spy Company /ouyAi gallantly, and are now so compro- 
mised, that they must leave the country when our army 
i-etii-es." Says the New Orleans Picayune, " The Mexi- 
can Spy Company is described as a rough-Iooliing set of 
men. They fight with ropes about their neots, as the 
sayinc is, and therefore they fight gallantly. We under- 
sta-nd that we hai-e altogether about 450 of "this descrip- 
tion of men in our pay." Thus it appears, we had in our 
army a corps of Mexican scoundrels — and, as the news- 
papers state, organized and taken into pay by order of 
General Scott himself. These men joined the invadera of 
their native land^betrayed their fellow-citizens into the 
hands of a foreign enemy — went with tliat enemy into the 
battle, and gallantly mded them in sUugbfering their 
neighbors and countrymen, and all this for jmy ! " They 
fight with ropes about their necks." Should any of them 
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be heretrfter suspended by these ropes, may they not 
be told that thej owe their death to the GcDcral, who 
" stooped to the low business of seducing them from duty 
and allegianoe?" Fifiy Irish deserters are hanged as 
miserable convicts; but a gaag of 450 Mexican spies, 
traitors, and murderers, are recommended by an American 
Colonel to the attention of the Oommander-in-Chief, for 
their " invaluable services." Such are the Jjonor and mo- 
rality of war. 

In May, 1848, during the armistice, and while negoti- 
ations for peace were pending, a party of American 
officers and soldiers, ten in number, were arrested for 
the Clime of burglary and murder, committed in the city 
of Mexico, It was probably owing to the peculiarly dis- 
graceful character of the outrage, and its perpetration 
during a suspension of hostilities, that it was deemed ex- 
pedient to institute a judicial inquiry. Four lieutenants, 
two corporals, and one private were tried and convicted 
by a eourt-martial, and sentenced to be hung. A fifth 
officer " belonging to one of the old infantry ret,iments," 
is said to have been implicated in the aflair, but he eluded 
arrest. On the conclusion of the peace, all the culprits 
were pardoned by the commanding officer, and set at 
liberty. It is not surprising that so large an assembly of 
men as an army, should include some thieves and murder- 
ers. This case is important only because, with multitudes 
of others, it tends to dispel the popular illusion, that there 
is some mysterious undefitied connection between gallantry 
and lionor, and that a brave soldier must be both honest 
and merciful. One of these four officers was, it seems, a 
graduate of the West Point military academy ; and of 
another, a newspaper says, " It is a fact worthy of notice, 
that Lieutenant Hare was one of the most valiant spirits 
of the army, during ' the battles of the valley,' and that 
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oa account of liia unconquerable courage, he was selected 
by the commaniiiog ofgcer to command one of the ' forlorn 
hopes,' at the storming of the Castle of Chapultepec. 
He was allowed to select fifteen men to accompany hun. 
and out of these fifteen, only five escaped the deadly fire 
of the enemy; and the Lieutenant conducted himself 
throughout with the utmost coolness and higii-toned 
courage." And yet his brother-officers who composed the 
court-martial,* adjudged him to be a thief and a mur- 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



The remarks already made respecting the general im- 
moral tendency of the military profession, are of course 
more peculiarly applicable to the rank and file of an 
aiiny. A prudent, intelligent, industrious, pious recruit 
is a prodigy. The great mass of all armies, it is well 
known, is collected from the ignorant, reckless, and 
vffloua. When such men are brought into close contact 
with each otiier, and at the same time removed from the 
restraining influeaces of domestic life and social observa- 
lion, their vicious propensities are of course strengthened 
by mutual example and countcaajice. Discipline may 
prevent the commission of some gross crimes, but can in 
no degree improve, or even guard the moral chai'acter. 

If it be, indeed, true, that the profession of a soldier is 
peculiarly haM,rdous to Lis well-being, exposing him and 
those within his influence, to crime in this world, and to 
misery in the nest, we discover a new item of the awful 
responsibility which rests upon those who involve their 
country in war. In our contest with Mexico, 80,000 or 
more Americans, and probably three times as many Mexi- 
cans, have been exposed to the moral and physical inju- 
ries of military service. Could we foiiow the survivors 
on their return to their homes, what a mass of wretched- 
ness should we discover, caused by the habits they had 
acquired, and the moral contamination of their example. 
All esperience bears witness to the fidelity of the 'picture 
drawn long since, of the discharged recriiit, who 
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" His tliree years of herosliip esf ireil. 

Returns indignant to tlie aiigUtel plough. 
He liates the field in which no fife or drnni 
Attends him;— drives his cattle to a mirch. 
And sigJia for the smart comrades ho has left. 
'Twero well, if his citenial change were all; 
Bnt with his clumsy port, tlie wretch haa lost 
Hia ignorance and harmless manners too. 
To awear, to game, to ilrinlt, to show at home 
By lewdness, idleness, and Sabbath- breach. 
The great proficiency he lias made abroad : 
To astonish nal to grieve his gaiing friends ; 
To break some maiden's and hia mother's heart- 
To be a post, where he was useful once, 
Are his sole aim, and all his glory now." 

There ia little I'eason for believing that Amei'tcan 
soldiers are more or less addicted than others to vice 
and outrage. The condnet of the soldier ia governed 
more by discipline than by national character. A large 
portion of the American force in Mexico consisted of a 
class improperly called' volunteers, since, where there is no 
conscription, every enlistment is voluntary. These volun- 
teers, being enlisted for a short period, and being permit- 
ted to choose their officers, their discipline was prohably 
less perfect than that of the regular army ; and hence it 
is, that tlie journals of the day have teemed with accounts 
of their atrocities. 

Of the 50,000 volunteers called into service, none per- 
haps have afforded a more instructive commentary oil 
military patriotism and .morality than the Massackl-sstts 
Regimbnt. These men belonged to a State surpassed by 
none for the intelligence, industry, and orderly deport- 
ment of its cifizens. They had, moreover, responded to 
tlie official assurance of the Governor of the State, that it 
was the dictate of patriotism and liumanity to save blood 
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and money by volunteering to shoot Meaicans.* I'assing 
by, therefore, the conduct of volunteers from other States, 
■we shall couflne our notice to these reputed descendants 
of the Puritaiis.f Although nothing has been heard of 
their martial achievements, a few extracts from the jour- 
nals of the day will prove thst they have attracted a 
large share of the pubhc attention. 

" For some days past, a strife has existed between a 
portion of the officers of the Massachusetts Regiment 
on the one side, and nearly all (he privites on the other 
Tliat eternal disturber of older John B uhijcorn stirred 
up the muss.' The officers alleged (hit the pruates 
drank to intoxication becaaii, di^ordoly and unfit for 
duty ; and to put a stop to the e\il thej advised closing 
the coffee-houses. The pniates on the other h md say 
they drank to no greiter excess than did the offii.ers in 
question. The war thus commenced roged fiercely with 
various success. At one time we thought the men de 
feated, from the number of pn oners we sd^v maiched 
off; but they managed to ctipe ind in turn sn ung up 
the leader of their enemie as high as Haman — i e his 
effigy. Tlie guards nere di missed fiom the postern tha 
defences put up to keep out the Mes.ii'ins,le\elliji to the 
earth, and the deuce playel gpnerally ' — Meta noras Flag 

" Major Abbott, by sundry acta, has made himself 

* " Whatever," snys the Ppoelanifutipn cailing fcir volnnteers, 
" may be the difference gf opitiion na to t!io origin oi- nccessitj 
of the war, the constitutional anUioritieB of the country have 
declared that war witfi a foreign country does OKJEt. It is nlik* 
the diorate of patthotism and humaijitv, thfit every means 
honorable to ourselvea and just to our enemy should be employ- 
ed to brinir said war to a apoedy and successful terminntion, 
and thus abh'ematt its cnlamikes and save tlu smrifi' e of hwman lift 
and the vKnting of publk titasiires. " The best comment we 
citn mnke on the iffiru: and mariUUi/ of this gubernatorial ilidum 
ia to eibibit the charactei' of the men who obeyed the dictain of 
pafnoiijOT and hvmanity, as ofBoially expMned. 

t The iralhor deems it just to say, that be has heard it assort- 
ed that many of thesp Tolunteeri were lbk-eigner«. 
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odious among the Americans in this pla«e. They hoot 
him whenever he passes them, and last night they went 
so far as to hang him in effigy. He had three privates 
whipped last night.'' — Letter from Metamoras, N. 0. Bee. 

" EscAPEB. — The Massaohusetts Volunteer, who 
some week or. two since stabbed to death with a bayonet 
the piirtner of Mr. Sinclair of our city, because he refused 
to give him what he had not — a glass of intoxicating fluid 
— escaped from the guard-house a few nights since. It 
is thought the sentinels on duty permitted him to escape." 
— Metamoraa Flag. 

Another paper mentions that three Massachusetts 
VoiuNTBERS had deserted, and a fourth had been march- 
ed thi-Qugh the streets of Metamoras encased in a whisky 
cask with the word " drunkard" written on it. 

The New Orleans Delta announces the arrival at that 
city of " a select lot of murderers, thieves, and villains of 
every dye," sent home by order of General Taylor, includ- 
ing '' three Massachusetts Volunteers." 

" Anothek Masly Act. — On Wednesday an la t 
after nightfall, several Massachusstts Volon bers ent 
ed the dwelling of a Mexican near the Uppe P3a73 and 
demanded whisky. A female who ofRciat 1 ma k d 
that she kept nothing but beer. After some rem n tran e 
one of the gentlemen drew a bayonet, which he wore m 
bis belt, and stabbed the woman to the heart." — Mela- 
moras Flag. 

It appears from the report of the Secretary of War,* 
that the deserters from this regiment, up to 31st Dec, 
1847, numbered 105. 

, ' " Head Quarters, Vera Crus, 15tli October, 1846. 

"The following named men {aixly-five in number) of 
1st Regiment Massaohusetts Infantry, being ineorrigibly 

• E%. Doc., 1st Sess., 80th Cong., No. 62, p. 72. 
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mutinous and insubordinaf*, will of course prove cowards 
in iJie hour of danger, and they cannot of course be per- 
mitted to march with the column of the army. They are 
disarmed and detached from the Regiment, and will re- 
port to Brevet Major Bachus, for such duty in the Castle 
of San Juan De UUoa, as may be performed by soldiers 
who are found unworthy to carry arms, and are a dis- 
j?race and a nuisance to the army. 

" By order of Brig. Gen. Cushibg." 

The following notices of these men, on their return, are 
taken from the periodicals of tlie day. A Boston paper 
says : " More than vne-tkird of these, though never in a. 
battle, were dead or missing before their return." The 
Editor of the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser, throuirh 
which city they passed, says : " We spent some hours in 
conversation with these poor fellows, endeavoring to un- 
derstand the meaning of such overwhelming squalor, 
want, and misery ; for we do not exaggerate when we 
say, that we never beheld its parallel except at the Irish 
emigrant sheds in Canada last summer. The condition of 
these poor creatures was outrageously offensive to every 
human sense, as well physical as moral." Another editor, 
after their arrival in Boston, remarked : " A more pitiable 
set of human beings we scarcely ever saw — with unshaven 
beards, unshorn hair, ragged and dirty clothes of all 
shapes, fashions, colors, and conditions, pale and sunien 
faces, and a cai-eless, unambitious saunter. They were 
truly objects of pity." A Boston editor, after visiting 
their quarters, exclaims: '-We must confess that the 
condition of the meastriickus with astonishment; it was 
wretched beyond conception. Rags and dirt were to be 
seen in abundance. Scarcely a man had a whole pmr of 
pantaloons on, and none a second shirt. Without any 
IB 
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ofFeDce to the soldiers, we njust caadJdJy coiif»s, tWy ai« 
not Bt to be seen in the streets of Bostou." 

To form a compretensive view of the evils of war, and 
of the tremendous responsibility of those who coijiinence 
it, we must consider iU various and complicated assaults 
upon human happiness and virtue. The miseries WC have 
inflicted upon Mexico will form the subject of a fulia« 
chapter. We will now advert to che retributive justice 
thus far meted out to the immediate agents by whom 
those miseries biive been inflicted. 

The groans of the conquerors themselves are usually 
drowned in the shouts of victory, and the glurc of the 
illumination fails to reveal the horrors of the battlo-field. 
or the more pi-olonged agonies of the hospital. Kighiy 
thousand American soldiejs, abandoning the comforts of 
home aud the pursuits of ordinary hfe, have been sub- 
jected to all the privations, sufferings, sind evil influences 
of military service in a foreign land. When we recollect 
their long marches, some of them of a thousand miles 
under a huming sun, and not unfrequently exposed to the 
deadly voniito, we may readily beheve that many lives 
have been lost through disease and casualties as well as 
in battle. Owing to the imbecility and ignorance of the 
Mexicans, the American lais m the field has been aston- 
ishingly small, not exceeding 5000 in killed and wounded 
in twenty-eight battles, as appears from official reports. 
Hut who can count the number who have died in military 
hospitals, and of others who, worn down by disease and 
vice, have found a premature ^ve io their own country ? 
From very partial reports from some of our mihtary hos- 
pitals in Mexico, i; appears that the deaths exceed those 
that occurred on the field of battle. 

A Hew Orleans paper, noticing the return of the Ten- 
neesee Regiment to that city, remarks : " Just one year 
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^ there passed through our streets as noble and splen- 
did a body of men ss ever went forth to battle. They 
were about nine hundred strong. On Friday last, the 
whole of this gallant regiment arrived in our city. It 
numbers just lUree hundred and ^y— about one-third 
the force with which it left ; and this loss it has sustained 
in a twelve months' campaign ! 'It lias lost on an average 
fifty men a-month." 

Of the Second Regiment of Mississippi Rifles, one hun- 
dred and sisty-seven died of disea.se. Said Mr. Hudson 
in Congress : " Our late associate. Colonel Baker, deuJared 
in his speech on tJiis floor, that of his regiment about ono 
hundred had left thur bones m the \ aJley of the Rio 
Grande, and that about two hunditd moie worn down 
by hardsluj = and emaciated ly di "ase had bpen dih 
missed to pemh by the -naj or to find thcr ^ra^es uith 
their friends at home that all this mo taity had taken 
place in about six month-^ and that this regiment hid 
never seen the fo. Ho also informed us th it what was 
true of hia regiment ^as gLuerally true of other rcgimi its 
of volunteer.. We are informed by the answer of tho 
Adjutant-Geneiul fo a resolution of t!iis House, that in a 
period of from sixty to ninety dnys after the volunteers 
liad joined the array in the field, their numbers Were re- 
duced by disease six hundred and thirty-seven, and by 
discharges, in consequence of siokness and disability, be- 
tween two and tliree thousand. This estimate does not 
include the sick which remain with the army."* 

"I call the attention of this body and of the country to 
tlie immense sacrifice of human life now making to carry 
on this war. The official documents before us show that 
twenty-three thousand nine hundred and ninety-eight 

• Speech. Feb. 13, 1847. App. to Cong. Qlobe, p. 869. 
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officers and meo entered the service during the first 
eight months of this war ; that fifteen thousand four hun- 
dred and eighty-six remained in service at the close of 
that time; that three hundred and thirty-one had de- 
serted ; tliat two thousand two hundred and two had 
been discliarged, leaving five thousand sihb hundred 
AND siSETEEN unaccounted for."* 

The Rev. Mr. McCarty, a chaplain in the army, wrote 
frois the city of Mexico : " I have now in the regular 
army eleven hospitals to vi^it, with one in the Quarter- 
master's department, which requires a great deal of my 
time. The numher on the sick report in this city exceeds 
t/iree thousand men !" " We all know," stud Mr. R. John- 
son in the Senate, "that at tlie commencement of the last 
Session of Congress, thejg! were actually buried on the 
banks of the Rio Grande, of those who had died of 
disease, twenty-five hundred men."t Col. Childs, in his 
official report, I3th Oct., 1847, states that on taking com- 
mind ol Puehla the Jiospi.^ls were fiUtd with 1,800 
sick A New Orleans paper noticing the return of the 
3d and 4th Tennes'.ei. legiments says that they lost 360 
by dtath although neither regiment had been in action. 
The samo paper declares that of 419 men composing the 
Georgii battalion 220 die! in Mexico 

We could fall sheet-5 with extracts from the public jour- 
nals ^ving moumf d details of the ravages of disease in 
our Mexican ainn Let the following' from a southern 
paper and an ad^ocite for the ■mar fuffici At Perot* 
there were 2 000 Ameucan graie all MLtims of disease, 
and at the citj of Mexico fl e deaths nere m st of the 
time 1 000 a month The first rej,imi,nt that went out 
from Mississippi buried 15o mPn on the banks of the Eio 
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Grande before it went into battle, and finally brought back 
less than lialf of its number. Two regiments from Penn- 
sylvania went out 1,800 strong, and came liome ivith 
about COO. Two regiments from Tennessee without be- 
ing in any battle, lost 300 men. Capt, Naylor, of Penn- 
sylvania, took down a company of 104 men, and brought 
baok 17. He went into the battle of Contreras with 33, 
and came out of it with 19. But the most frightful in- 
stance of mortality was in the Georgia battalion. It went 
to Mexico 419 strong ; about 230 actually died ; a large 
number were discharged with ruined constitutions, many 
of them doubtless gone long since to their graves, and 
thus the battalion was reduced to 34 men fit for duty ! 
On one parade when a certain company, once^ustcnng 
more than 100 men, was calleii the call was answered hy 
a single private, its only jiving representative. From offi- 
cers of many other regiments we Have received details 
very similai- to the above, which may he taken as a pretty 
f^r average of the losses in the volunteer regiments — the 
regulars did not suffer to the same extent." 

Mr. Clav in a public speech, estimated the loss of our 
countrymen in the first eighteen months of tlie war as 
equal to one half the whole loss sustained in our seven 
years' revolutionary struggle 1 

Mr. Cauioun declared on the floor of Congress that 
the mortality of our troops could not be Ims than twenty 
per cent. 

If then we estimate the total mortality of our troops 
including these shin and such as afterwards died of their 
wounds, and those who have expired in Mexico and at 
home of diseases contracted in camp, at titenty thoi;- 
SAND, we shall be in little danger of exaggerating the 
amount. If we next turn our regards to the wives and 
children and relatives of these twenty thousand, we find 
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a still expanding raollilode upon whom the war hns 
bi^uglil lamentation and woe. 

Once more follow in imagination the snn-ivora, on their 
vetum borne. Jlark the germinating seeds of moral and 
plijaieal disease implanted by war in their consiitutioas, 
and about to bear bitter and deadly fruits. 

In that approaching day when the Judge of quick and 
(lead sliall make inquisition for blood, those who have kin- 
dled the flames of war, will be called to justify the num- 
berlffls and immeasurable evils both apirituat and tempo- 
ral tl»ey hare inflicted upon their fellow-men, upon their 
enemies as well &a upon their own countrymen. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

» OS MEXICO Ur THE WAK. 



TiiB extreme feebleness of Mexico, arising from the igno- 
rance and superstition of her inhabitants, was aggravated 
by the vast extent of her territories. Tliia great extent, 
by I'cndering it difficult to collect a formidable force at 
any eitreme point, rendered her whole frontier accessible 
to the invader. In about four months after the com- 
mencemeBt of hostilities northern Mesico, from Tampico 
on the- Atlantic to St. Diego on the Pacific, was a con- 
quered country. 

Tlie smallness of the forces by which the various con- 
quests were effectsd attests ihe helplessness of the Mexi- 
cans, and the vigor of their enemies. In a Uttle more 
than twelve months tlie Amencin sfandm^ waved over 
tiie famous castle of Vera Cruz, and the capital of flie 
Republic was gariisoned by American troops. From 
tbat capital a corps of one thousand men could probably 
have traversed the Republic in every direction, through a 
hostile, but almos.t unresisting population. After the cap- 
tuie of Thornton's party, which General Taylor announced 
as the coniraeneement of hostilities, not a battle, not a 
skirmish ocenrred in which the Mexicans were not de- 
feated, no matter how vast their superiority in numbers. 
The ancient promise, " ten shall cliase a thousand," seem- 
ed to be verified in the iriarvellous success of the Ameri- 
can arms.'* In ordinary cases, an invading army is neces- 
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earily confined to a narrow tract, and is restrained by fear 
of the cneray fiom dividing iisclf into detachments. But 
tlie unhappy Mexicans found the invaders spreading them- 
selves over the country in every direction, and small par- 
tics taking possession of populous towns. We may easily 
imagine the innumerahle and horrible insults and excesses 
endured by the Mexicans, from a victorious and scornful 
enemy, conscious alike of his power and his impunity, and 
far removed from the restriunt, however feeble, of public 
opinion. 

Unaware of the vast superiority of their enemy in all 
the dread machinery of war, the Mexicans unhappily ha- 
zarded the bombardment of Vera Cruz. Three thousand 
shells, each weighing ninety pounds were, it is said, thrown 
into that devoted city, besides about the same number of 
round 1 ot F r more than tbree days did this homble 
tempe t beat upon Vera Cruz. " The darkness of the 
n ht wa 11 minated with the blazing shells circling 
th ou b tl e a The roar of artillery, and the heavy fall 
of de endm hot, were heard through the streets of the 

THe Americana lost not n, single man, ond had bnt seven sliglitly 
wounded ; the MeKicuns were atUrlj routed, with a losa of 193 
killed and wounded.. 

The result of the battle of Sacrameuto ia thns described in an 
of&cial report : " The first shadows cast by the moon, found tlie 
Amarioaii army camped upon tlie battle-field, ailer having in a 
oontestof fourliours annihilated a force sil times their number, 
and driven tlie enemy from four poaitions of great natural 
strength, fortified by thirty-sii forla and redoubts, having 
taken fnw timea their strengtli in artillery, the whole trans- 
portation, Tood, and ammunition of the Mexicans, and performed 
a march of twenty miles without water." Col. Doniphan tells 
us, " The field was literally covered with the dead ana wounded 
from our artillery, and the nnorring flre of our riaemcn. Night 
put a stop to the oamage." The Meiicans had nineteen pieces 
of cannon, and were sheltered by forts and redoabts, while the 
Araerioans advanced to the attack on an open plain. The vic- 
tors, in a fight of four hours, bad ime man hilled, and eight 
wounded. Triumphs over iuch enemies, afibrd little cause for 
miUtary pride. 
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besieged latj-. The roofs of buildiDgs were on fire, the 
domes of churches reverberated with fearful eiplo- 

This Splendid scene, aiid the consequences accompany- 
ing it, must have been viewed with higli satisfaction, by 

" The foe to all hnppiness human." 
An otScer of tlie navy m an account written a few days 
after, says : " The bombardment laaUid three days and a 
lialf. The city was gieatlj mjuied the shells and round 
shot striking all oier ihe tcwn One jait near a small 
battery was utterly destroy ed and f om the stench in tho 
ndghhorhood, i^, is to be fta eJ tint the bodies of very 
many poor women and child tn ire buried in tiie ruins. 
I was in the Governors p Uce a leiy fine building, 
occupying one side of the Plaza, and was looking into 3 
very handsome room where it was eMdent a shell had 
struck, when a Mcxic n gentleman came up and offered to 
show me over the house I followed him and directly we 
came to what had tiidentlv been a supe b room, but then- 
dmost entirely lorn to pices He pouted to a place 
beside the door which was blown out — "there," said he, 
'■ sat a lady and her two children, they«tere killed by tho 
shell which has wrought; the injury you see." 

Another officer says, that during the bombardment, 
" manj' of our officers at night crawled up close to the 
walls to hear, and represented the screeching, crying, and 
lament of the women and children, and wounded, as 
being dreadful." 

A visitoi-, immediately after the surrender, tells na : "A 
shell struck the Charity Hospital where the sick inmates 
were lying, and killed twenty- thiee." Says Mr. Kendall, 
an eye-witness : " The city, or at least the northern part 
of it, has. been torn all to pieces— the destructicn i* 
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dreadful. It is impossible to get at the loss of the Mesi- 
cans by the bombardment ; jet it is certain that women, 
children, and non-combatants, have suffered the most. 
The National Palace on the Plaza, had Jive shells burst 
within it ; one of which, killed a woman and two children 
lying asleep in the kitchen." 

I rude to the town siiiis another wnter to see 
what effect our shells had on it I was prepired to lee 
much destruction hut was perfectly amj/ed The town 
IS on its south we-itLrly wde almost destroyed The 
titizens of Vera Cruz •ciy tlie bombs did th mo-,t 
injury They would fall on the houses their weight 
carryin^i; them from roof to CLlUr and then burst opening 
the houses from top to bottom and killmg al! ivithin ' 

Mr Hine thus dtscubeahis ^i-iit the diy ot the sur 
render. " Scarcely a house did I pass, that did not show 
some great rent made by the bursting of our bomb-shells. 
During my peregrinations, I came to a lofty and noble 
mansion in which a terrible bomb had exploded, and laid 
the whole front of the house in ruins. While I was exam- 
ining the awful havoc created, a beautiful girl of some 
seventeen came to the door, and invited me into the 
house. She pointed to the furniture of the mansion torn 
into fragments, and the piles of rubbish lying around, and 
informed me, while her beautiful tjes filled with tear-, 
that the bomb had destroyed her father, mother, brother 
and two little sisters, and that she was now left in the 
world alone I 

"During the afternoon I Waited the hospital Heie 
lay upon truckle-beds, the mangled creatures who had 
been wounded during the bombardment In one comer 
was a poor decrepid, bed iidden woman her head while 
with tlie sorrows of seventy jears One of her witheitd 
arms had heeu blown off by a fragment of a shell. In 
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another place mi^'ht be seen mangled creatures of both 
eeves bruistd aad disfiguied by the f dJing of the houses, 
and the bursting of ahelli, On the atone floor lay a little 
child m a complete state of nudity wlLIi one of its poor 
leja cut oft justabo\e the kuet ' Not e» en this abode of 
wretchedness Jiad been esenipled tiom the accursed 
scom^e of war A bomb hid Jef,c(;ad(,d through the 
roof and. jftei kndnig on the floor exploded, sending 
some twenty alreaU} mangled wreti,hes, to the " ' sleep that 
knows no waking 

The Mowing IS au extract fiom a Mexiean account 
written amid the rums of the city Ihe cncmi m 
accordance with hia character =ielected a bai barous mode 
of assiissinatiog the unoffendmg and defenceless citizens, 
by a bombardment of the city in the mo«t iioinl le man 
ner, throwing into it f ,ur thousand one hundicd bombs, 
and an innumerable number ot bills ot tim kigest size 
directing his shots to the powder magazme to the quaiter 
of hospitals of charity, to the hospitals for the wounded, 
and to the points he set on fire, where it was believed the 
public authorities would assemble with persons to put it 
out; to the baker's houses designated by their chimneys, 
and during the night rwning over the entire city, bombs, 
whose height was perfectly graduated with the time of- 
explosion, that they might ignite in falling, and thus cause 
the masimum of destruction. His first victims were 
women and children, followed by whole families, perisliin" 
from the effects of the explosions, or under the ruins of 
their dwellings. 

"At the second day of the bombardment, we were 
without bread or meat, reduced to a ration of beans, eaten 
at midnight beneath a shower of fire. By this lime, all 
the buildings from La Mercede to the Paeraguia, were 
reduced to ashes, and the impassable streets filled with 
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ruins and projectiles. The third day tlie enemy alternately 
scattered their shot, and now every spot was a place of 
daoirer. The principal biikc-houses no longer existed — 
no provisions were to be had. 

The details we have ^vcn of this bombardment, afford 
ua some intimations of the sufferings occasioned by the 
assaults upon the cities of Monterey and Mexico.* We 
enter into no particulars of the battles fought in Mexico. 
Kvery battle-field is necessarily one of horrors ; but, as 
the sufferers are those who came there to inflict upon 
others the very fate of which they are themselves the 
victims, they daira and excite less of our sympathy than 
the mothers and their mangled infants of Vera Oruz, 
whose shrieks of agony swelled the triumphal shout 
which greeted the Ameiican General. 

In all our conilitts in Mexico, the slaughter of the 
enemy has been tremendously aggravated, by their natural 
and military imbecility. Mr. Thompson, our former 
Minister, in his work on Mexico, remarks : "I do not 
think that the Slexican men hare much more strength 
than our women. They are generally of diminutive 
Btature, and wholly unaccustomed to labor or exercise of 
any sort. What must be the murderous inequality be- 
tween a corps of American cavalry, and an equal number 
of Mexicans?" He regards the superioiity of Americans 
to Mexicans as " five to one at least in individual combats, 
and more than twice that in battle." Hence it is, that 
the Mexican loss in battle has been prodigious. It 19 

* A letter from a Mexican pliblished in the newspapers, says : 
"In some cases whole blocks were destroy ocl, nnd agreat number 
of mGn,awme»,anrf oWWreJt, klled and wounded. The picture 
was awful. One deafening roar filled our ears— one cloud of 
smoke met our eyes, now oud then filled with flame ; nnd amil 
it all, we could hear the shrieks of the Bounded and dying, 
Alti^ether, we cannot count our killed, wounded, and missing, 
at less than four thousand, among wliom are many women ani 
chidren." 
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impossible to ascertain the araount of tliat loss with any 
precision, but there is little hazard in asserting that the 
action of Congress in May, 1S46, has con'.igned fifty 
fhovsafid Mexicans to a premature grave, and ten IJmea 
that number to poverty and wretchedness 

In the vast number of falsehoods of wliicli tins war has 
been so pi'oJific, may be included the general unqualified 
culc^ujns passed by its advocates upon the kamamli/ of 
the American soldiery. We are not aware of any peculiar 
trMt in our national character, that would I'ender our sol- 
diers remarkable for meekness and forbearanoe, or that 
would cecessaiily counteract that arrogance and selfishness 
which are the natural fruits of a bloody trade, and of mili- 
tary superiority. But national vanity is ever ready to 
believe a flattering lie, and demag(^ues equally ready to 
offe incense to every popular delusion. It is our object 
to lell Ibe Irulk, and hy so doing, to exhibit the odious and 
execrable cliaracter of war. American soldiers are like 
other soldiers, just what war, and discipline or the want 
of it, may make them. Human natnre is the same in 
every land, and its evil propensities are equally developed 
under amilar larcumstances. It would have boon an 
anomaly in the hbtory of mankind, if soldiers, flushed 
with victory and scattered over a conquered country, and 
holding the vanquished in utter contempt, had not been 
guilty of great atrocities. It would be but cumbering 
our pages to detail the various instances of cruelty and 
oppresMoii perpetrated by our troops, which have found 
tiicir way into the public prints. A few specimens, selected 
from journals supporting the war. and therefore not dis- 
posed to throw unjust odium on the American anny, will 
suffice to prove that our assertions on this point are not 
unsupported hy fact*: 

" Buma, Vista, August 20. — A ranger is missed, search 



iLvGoO^lf 



is made for him by his comrades, hb body is perhaps 
foimd, peihaps'not. The nearest Mexicans to the vicinity 
of his disappearance are required to account for him. 
They will not, oi' cannot. The bowie knife is called for, 
and deliberately every male Mexican in that rancho is 
Bpeedily done for, guilty or not guilty. But this is not 
enough to make an offset for the life of a Texan. Another 
rancho receives the fearful risit, and again blood flows." 

" Camarifo, January 8, ISi'T. — Assassinations, riots, 
robberies, &c., are so frequent that they do not excite 
much attention. Nine-tenths of the Americans here think 
it a meritorious act to kill or rob a Mexican," 

In Camp, Walnut Springs (near Monterey), April 25, 
1847. — "You have published accounts of the disgraceful 
outrage perpetrated before the battle of Bucna Vista, and 
will he no less shocked to learn that an equally sickening 
scene of outrageous barbarity has been perpetrated in 
this region by persons calling themselves Americans. It 
appears that near a little town called Guadaloupe, an 
American was shot two or three weeks ago ; and his com- 
])anion3 and friends determined to revenge his death. Ac- 
cordingly a party of a. dozen or twenty men visited the 
pkce and deliberately mardered twenty-four Mexicans.'' 

The correspondent of the Louisville Republican writ- 
ing from Aqua Nu^va, after mentioning that the body of 
a murdered Arkansas volunteer had been found, says 
"The Arkansas men vowed vengeance deep and sure. 
I'esterday morning a number of them, some thirty persons, 
went to the foot of the mount^n two miles off, to an arrego 
which is washed in the sides of the mountab, to which the 
' pisanos' of Aqua Nueva had fled upon our approach, and 
soon commenced an indiscriminate and bloody massacre of 
the poor creatures who had thus fled to the moimt^ns and 
fastnesses for security. A number of our regiment being 
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(rat of camp, I proposed to Colonel Biasdl to mount our 
horses and ride to tlie'scene of cimag^ where I knew 
from the dark intimations nf the ni^lit Iseloie, that blood 
was running freely. We had turned out as, ripidlj aa 
possible, but owing to the tliick cbippereln the work of 
death was over before we reachtd ihi- horrible scene and 
the perpetrators were returning to ihe camp glutted with 
revenge. God knows how many oi the unarmed peasantry 
have been sacrificed to atone tar the bk jd of pojr Co! 
quit. Tlie Arkansas regiment eay not less than thirty 
have been killed." 

This anonymous account of tlie massacre is sustained by 
the following order of General T lylor — " The Command- 
ing General regrets most deeply that eircnmstances agcdii 
impose upon him the duly of lasuing orders upon tlie 
subject of marauding and maltreating the Mexicans. Such 
deeds as have recently been petpetrated by a portion of 
the Arkansas cavalry cast indehble disgrace upon our 
arms, and the reputation of our country. The General 
lad hoped that he might he able, in a short time, to re- 
sume offensive operations ; but if orders, discipline, and 
all the dictate* of humanity are set at defiance, it b tain 
to expect anything but disaster aud defeat. The men 
who cowardly put to death unoffending Mexicans are not 
those who will sustain the honor of our arms in the day 
of trial." 

If the General meant to intimate that cruelty and 
b^-avery are incompatrble, he is contradicted by the unani- 
mous testimony of all military history. 

The correspondent of the Charleston Mercury, writing 
from Monterey after its capture, says, " As at Metamoras, 
murder, robbery, and rape, were committed in the broad 
light of day ; and, as if desirous to signalize themselves at 
Monterey by some new act of atrocity they burned many 
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of the thatclied huts of the poor peasants. It is thought 
_that more than Sne hundred of the inhabitants were mur- 
dered in cold hlood." 

It is not to be supposed that wheie human life is thus 
atrociously sacrificed with impunity, the decencies of so- 
ciety and the tights of propeily will be respected. A 
correspondent of the New Orleans Picayune writes from 
Ceralvo; "On arriving at Mier, we learned that the 
second re^roent of Indiana Troops had committed, the 
day before, outrages gainst the citizens of the most dis- 
graceful character, stealing, or rather robbing, insulting 
ihe women, breaking into houses, and other feats of similar 
character. Recently the people here have received treat- 
ment from men stationed hei'e, that negroes in a state of 
insurrection would hardly he guilty of. The women have 
been repeatedly violated (almost an every day a^r), 
houses broken open, and insnita of every kind have been 
offered to those whom we were bound to protect." 

The correspondent of the St. Louis Republican, willing 
from Santa Fe, Aug. 12, 1840, says, "I regret to say, 
nearly the whole territory has been subject to violence, 
outf^e, and oppression, by the volunteer soldiery against 
all alike without dis tine lion." 

When we reflect how extensively Mexico has been 
traversed by our troops, we cannot doubt that a prodia^eua 
amount of property has been most wantonly destroyed. 
We are told by one of the letters describing a Me^tican 
defeat, " Captain Morier followed up his advantage with 
decision, pursued the enemy, and devastated the valley of 
the MoTO, burning everything in hia path. The people, 
terrified, fled to the mountains where death in the shape 
of starvation awaits them." " Between Metamoraa and 
Monterey," says another, " nearly all the ranchos and 
towns are destroyed." 
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General Scott, when atout marching from Jdlapa, 
upon Mexico, issued an order which is a>f>ingulai illus- 
tration of military morality. He tells his at my that it 
can no longer receive supplies from Vera Cruz but must 
trust for them to the resources of llw country— that the 
people must be paid for provisious, or "they will with- 
hold, conceal, or destroy them, The people inoreoiei- 
must be conciliated, soothed and well-treated b) f\ery 
officer and man of this army, and by its followers " Tbis 
preamble b succeeded hy a declaration almost avowedly 
prompted by the fact, that supplies could no longer be 
brought from Vera Cruz : " Whoever maltreats unoffend- 
ing Mexicans, takes without pay, or wantonly destroys 
their property, of any tind whatsoever, will prolong this 
war, waste the means present and future of subsisting our 
men and animals, as they successively advance into the 
interior, or return to our water depot (Vera Cruz); and 
no army can possibly drag after it to any considerable 
distance, no matter what the season of the year, the 
heavy articles of breadstuff, meat, and forage. Those, 
therefore, who rob, plimder, or destroy the houses, fences, 
cattle, poultry, griun, fields, gardens or property of any 
kind along the line of our operations, are plainly the ene- 
mies of this army. The General-in-Chief would intinitely 
prefer that the few who commit such outrages would de- 
sert at once and fight aghast us Then t «o dd be (,a=y 
to shoot them down, or capture nni Inn ' tl n 

MiKtary discipline confines to the commanomg oil 
the prerogative of plundering the enem} and hew oil I 
no doubt wish to protect it from enctoachmont at all times 
On the present occasion the Gcneril thou£,ht pt pci t ) 
dissuade the army from indulging their larcenous piopen 
Bitieti, not from motives of justice and humanitj but the 
difficulty ofprocurinff supplies / 
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This same Genera!, in an order issued at Vera Cruz, 1st 
Apiil, 1847, deckrud that " many undoubted atrocities 
have been committed in this neijjhboiliood by a few worth- 
less soldiers, both regulars and volunteers." The army 
was about marcbing into the interior, and to conciliate the 
inhabitants, and remove the unfavorable impressions made 
by these "atrocities," he issued a proclamation promising 
protection to the Mexicans, and telling them, that for out- 
rages committed upon them, several Americans bad already 
been punislied by fine and imprisonment, and one " has 
been hung by the neck." "Is not this," said he, "a 
proof of good faith and energetic discipline ?" The Gene- 
ral did not tell t!ie Mexicans how very cheap a sacrifice 
he had offered to propitiate them. The one " liung by 
the neck," was a kbgko, and hence no military popalarity 
was lost by his execution, and being a free negro, iki pro- 
2)erty was destroyed. We have no evidence that during 
the whole war, a single soldier v/aa punished with death 
for any outruge committed on Mexicans, however atro- 

General Taylor, in a despatuh to the War Department, 
16th June, 1847, remarks, "I deeply regret to report 
that many of the twelve months' volunteers, in their route 
lience to the lower Rio Grande, have committed extensive 
depi-edations and outrages upon the peaceable inhahitanti 
There is scarcely a form of crime that has not been reported 
to me as committed by them." 

A great number of Mexican towns were captured and 
held by our forces. We may judge, from a single exam- 
ple, what kind of municipal government has most probably 
been exorcised by our officers. Twelve months afUir the 
capture of Monterey, its social condition was thus describ- 
ed by Oolone! Tibbats, in an official prockimation : " The 
undersigned, by virtue of an opder of the comnsmding 
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Genera!, Las assumed the office of military and civil Gov- 
ernor of Monterey. Finding the command assigned to 
him, virtually without law or order, and infested with rob- 
bers, raurderera, gamblers, vagrants, and other evil dis- 
posed persons, the worst of criminals going free, unscathed 
of justice, and rapine and even murder stalking abroad in 
open day without fear of punishment, insomuch that tbo 
peaceable inhabitants thereof have no- protection either of 
person or property," &c. 

Thi! following official declaration is of a character that 
forbids us to doubt, that the oppression of the Mexicans 
has been most aggravated. General Kearney, writing to 
the War Depai tment, 15th March, 1847, in reference to 
some insurrectionary movements, says : " The Californi- 
ans are now quiet, and I shall endeavor to keep them so 
by miid and gentle treatment. Had they received such 
treatment from the time our flag was hoisted in July last, 
I believe there would have been but little or no resistance 
OD their part. They have been most cruelbi and shame' 
full!/ ahiiaed by our own people, by vtdunteers {Ameri- 
can emigrants) residing in this part of the country, and 
on the Sacramento. JIad they not resisted, they would 
have been unworthy of the name of men.'''* 

To the individual sufferings arising from military vio- 
lence, has been added that general suffering in which 
the whole Mexican population has participated, necessarily 

' We do not know the particulara here referred to ; but the fol- 
lowing ittm from the news of the day givesussomeintimntionof 
tbe spirit tnanifesteii by tlio conquerors, " Lieuts. Deal, TaJ- 
bot and others, left Sun Diego rebrunry 25th, bringing impor- 
tant intoliigenoe. AtTnos, tlie Court-!i.t<i oondemneif a IjU'ge 
number of the insurgents. Eleven had been hung, nnd nianj 
whipped. Six wore hong the day Lieut. Talbot [BUtaod through 
Taos. These esecutions oreate<l great eieitement among tJio 
Mexicima, and efforts were making to stimalate insurrection, 
and raiM volunteers t<>T a rebellion." 
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resulting from tlie anniliilation of their commerce. Every 
seaport of the Republic, whether on the Atlantic or Pa- 
cific, has been occupied by American forces. Hence, the 
Mexicans have been denied the privilege of exchanging 
their surplus productions for the necessaries and conveni- 
ences they had been accustomed to receive from foreign 
countries. Wot a Mexican vessel floated on the ocean ; of 
course, all imports and exports were in the hands of for- 
eigners, and subjected to such duties as the invaders 
thought proper to impose. Those duties, moreover, in- 
stead of being appropiiated as heretofore to the common 
good, were seized by the conqueror for his own use. Nor 
was his rapacity to be thus satiated. The ordinaiy muni- 
cipal taxes became his spoil. Thus, for example, a Cop- 
tain commanding in the city of Metamoras, issued his 
rescript requiring " the ownei-s of all stores, groceries, bil- 
liard-tables, hotels, eating-houses, brick-yards, gambling- 
houses, ,cock-pits, and manufactories of liquors," to pay al 
hjs office, each month the taxes on their respective esta- 
blishments. The Commander-in-Chief thought proper 
personally to direct and control the squeezing process. 
On the 15th December, 1847, General Scott issued an 
order beginning with the portentous announcemept : 
'■ Tliis army is about to spread itself over and occupy the 
Republic of Mexico, unlii the latter shall sue for peace 
IB icnns acceptable lo the Qovemment of the United State*." 
He tben proceeds to decree that, " On the occupation of 
the principal point or points in any State, the payment to 
the Federal Government of this Republic of all taxes or 
dues of whatever name or kind, herel«fore, say in the 
year 1844, payable or collected by that Govcmraent, is 
absolutely prohibited, as all such taxes or dues will be 
demanded of the pmper civil authorities for the support 
of the army of occupation." Thus were duties on importo 
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and eiports, municipal, and all other taxes authorized by 
Mexico in time of peace and prosperity, to be extorted by 
a foreign army from the miserable impoverished people. 
One would have supposed that such exactions might have 
satisfied the AmericaoH. But no— Mr. Polk had, from the 
moment he commenced the war, been aghing for peach. 
General Scott had, indeed, conquered Me.\ioo, but he had 
not conquered a peace ; and an organized system of plun- 
der was to effect what his troops and bombs had failed to 
accomplish. Hence, a second order was issued on the 
81st December, 1847, from Head Quarters, imposing on 
several of the Mexican States a contribution amounting 
to A MILLION or DOLLARS. Tlie foUowing is an extract 
from this order : " On the failure of any State to pay its 
assessment, its functionaries, as above, will be sohed and 
imprisoned, and their property seized, registered, reported, 
and eonrerled to the use of the occupation, in strict accord- 
ance to the general regulations of this army. Wo resigna- 
tion or abdication of office, by any of the said Mexican 
functionaries, shall excuse any of them from the above 
penalties. If the foregoing measures should fail to en- 
force the regular payment as above from any State, the 
commandin" oflicer of the United States forces within the 
same, will immediately proceed to collect in money or 
kind from the v>eaithier inhabitants (other than neutral 
friends) witkin his reach, the amount of the assessment 
due from the State."* 

This was the same General who, in his proclamation 
addressed "to the Mexican nation," frora Jalapa, May 
11th, 1847, assured them, that "The army of the United 
States respects, and will always respect, private pro- 

n, thut he acted 
Ik, who, without 
Iter of imposing 
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pertj," He wLo directed officers of the United Stales 
forces, when assessments on Mexican Slates are not paid, 
to proceed to collect them from the wealthier inliabitanlfi, 
is tlie same Commander-in-Chief who, in his order of the 
preceding AprH, wished that such of his soldiers as stole 
poultry, grain, &c., from the Mexicans, would desert at 
once, as then it would be easy to shoot them down, or to 
capture and hang them. Among uther devices for ex- 
torting money, in connexion with the promised regene- 
ration (A the Mexicans, was the official allowance of three 
GAMING-HOUSES lu tile Capital, in consideration of the 
annual sum of eighteen thousand dollars, payable in 
monthly instalments.* 

We can understand why Mr. Polk and his southern par- 
tisans deemed it expedient to acquire Mexican territory at 
any cost of bbod tteasure and happbess ; but surely 
we may ask f northern DemDcrats and northern Whiga, 
why have i/ou brought piUige desolation, and death 
upon the people of Mexico " \^ hat offence had they 
committed which m the sight of God, tan ju^-tify such 
horrible retiibution at your hands' 'Why ha\e you, who 
have no inteiest in the e\t«nsun of human bondage, 
fought tlie battles not of fieedom, but of slavery? 
When summwied as you wil! 'ihortJy iviU be, before that 
dread tribunal nh h in another world, takes cogniz- 
ance of every act committed in this on what plea do you 
expect tOMJidicate thUstupt,nd3us mass of human misery 
and human wiLkcdneas which yoar agency has helped to 
accumulate ' 

•It nppeiirs fVoni die Eeport of the Secretary of the Treasury 
(Dec, 1&48), that the sura of #3344,000 was in these T.irious 
wnjfl extorted from the Meiicans, The vslue of properly do- 
sti'OjedJn the city of Mexico, haa been ostimoted at four mil - 
/ni....... ___ I. , ^^ property, caused by 
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Mr. Root, of Ohio, one of the '' immortal fourteen," in 
a speech delivered after the triumph of our anna, and the 
acquisition of the " indemnity " demanded hy Mr. Polk, 
thus expressed himself- on the floor of Congi-ess : — " But 
where shall the widow look for indemnity ? Whei'e shall 
tlie mother, made childless hy this war, look for lier in- 
demnity ? Wliere shall the orphan children, whose fa- 
thers have fallen in hattle, or by disease in that distant 
l-ond, look for their indemnity ? Can any of these new 
acquisitions, under this treaty, indemnify them ? It does 
seem to me, sir, that m all this bloody business, the men 
who have been most active in it, have regarded this war 
only in relation to the effect it is liltejy to have on future 
elections, and they have not once thought how it will he 
regarded hy the Judge of all. And when I think of 
these things, I thank my God, humbly thank him, that 
He gave me the nerve and the firmness' to stand up here 
in my place, and say " no " first, and " no " last, and " uo" 
at all times, on every mcasuie designed for the prosecu- 
tion of this accursed war. And, sir, I rejoice that, when 
I approach the last agony of earth, whatever other guilt 
may press me, none of the victims of this war can meet 
me and say, — 

■Let myftite^t b«a<r7 on thy soul to-morrow.'" 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

COST OF THE WAlt TO TilE UNITED STATES. 

Onb of the professed objects of the war, after the pre- 
tence of repelling invasion had been abandoned, was the 
indemjiifi cation of " our much -injured citizens," tliat is, 
the collection of a few millions of alleged debt. Our fleet 
and army were employed to collect this debt, and accord- 
ing to Mr. Polk, the costs of collection were to be added 
to the sum due. "We not only gave judgment in our own 
cause, but ta,3ied our own costs. Those costs, as nearly as 
can be ascertained, will, when finally settled, esceed onb 
iiusDRED MiLLioss OF DOLLAES. In civjl life, the Very 
attempt to compel a debtor to pay a hill of costs twenty 
times the amount of the debt claimed, would be deemed 
scandalous extortion. How far the determination of a 
powerful government, to extort ««ch a bill from a feeble 
eshansted State by slaughter and devastation is diie^ted 
of criminality on account ot its national chaiaLter is i 
question embarrassing only to those who bave persuaded 
themselves that statesmen and politicians aie under the 
jurisdiction of a peculiar and relaxed morality The idea 
that reparation is due to Mexico for a ruthless iniason 
the devastation of her cities the plunder of her provinces 
the slaughter of thousands and tens of thousands of her 
people, has been advanced orly to be denounced as wn 
patriotic, if not treasonable 

We have levied upon MeAscan temtory, for the hundred. 
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milliona we hare spent in attempting to collect a paltry 
debt, which, after all, we have remitted by the treaty of 
peace. Mr. Polk declared his determination to prosecute 
the war till "full indemnity" had heen obtained; but he 
failed fo tell us by what moral arithmetic he .ascert^ned 
what number of square miles of siave territory will afford 
a "full indemnity" for the mbery, falsehood, and crime 
engendered by his war. 

Many a successful plaintiff hits found, to his mortifi- 
cation, that he has impoverished his adversary without 
enriching himself, and that the fruits of his victory have 
been pocketed by the agents he employed. A similar 
discovery may be in reserve for the American people. 
The question what ihey have gained by the war, wil' in 
time force itself upon th«r attention. To this inquiry, no 
other answer can be returned than gloky and TEKRirORr. 

Before we proceed to investigate the true value of these 
spoils of victory, let us dwell a moment on their pecuniary 

The direct aipenditurfls in waging this war, from 
the departure of Taylor from Corpus Christi, it> 
the esehange of the ratifications of the treaty ef 
peace, cannot, at the most moderate estimate, 

be less than $100,000,000 

-The money to be paid Meiico, for ceding lie re- 
quired territories, and tliaa saving as the coat 
of protracted hoetilitJM, is - - - - 15,000,000 

Tha cost of the army frooi the conclueion of tte 
war, to its disbandment, including its trans- 
portation home, aay 2,000,000 

The extra pay for three months to all soldiers 
who had been engaged in the war, allowed by 
act of Congresa, estimated at ... - 8.000,000 

Every soldier, or his heir, iB entitled to 160 acres 

of land, or in lieu thereof, at his option, jflOO. 

Supposing only 75,000 claims to be presented, 

and to be paid in land, the value of th« 

21 
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land, tki tke price fixed bj Congress would be 
$15,000,000. But to avoid the eemblanee of 
exaggeration, we niE suppose these claime oom- 
muted at glOO eacb, making ■ - - 7,500,000 

The award under tlie treaty of 1839, due bj Mei- 
ieo, and assumed by treaty of peace, with 

int™.., ^.O"."" 

The GoTernment baa also assumed, by treaty, the 
payment of such unliquidated claims ngaiost 
Meiico as may be found -caliil, not exceeding 
$3,250,000, out of P,455,402dflmii,nded, Should 
none bat valid elaimB be allowed, the 



p^d may ai 



500,000 



Making the total eost, in money, of new terri- 
tory, ffilSO,000,000 

Tte above estimate, it is believed, is very moderate, 
and mucii below the estimates usually made. But let it, 
be recollected, that it is an estimate only of the direct 
expenditurea of the Federal Government, for the acqui- 
sition of the co^eted tenitories 

For nearly two yeara at least 140,000 men, as soldiers, 
teamsters, artificers &c ha^e been diverted from pro* 
ductive industiy and engaged in occupations, adding 
nothing to the real weiilth of the country, or the comfort, 
happiness, and morihtv ot its citizens. The tirne ag^ 
labor of these men hue therefore been literally wasted, 
and consequently what thev w >uld have added to the 
common stock m time of peace, is to be included in the 
cost of the war Many of these individuals have, more- 
over, been brought to jn untimeh grave and probably a 
Btill greater number disqualified for future usefulness by 
vii-e and disease The operations of commerce have, 
moreover been deranged, and entPrpnze paralyzed by a 
monetary jM-essure otcasioned by a dram of specie from 
our great ciliea, to be expended in Mexico — and wide- 
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ipread bankruptcy only preTented, hy an unusual and 
accidental demand for our bread-staffs in Europe. 
When all these facts are taken into consideration, and 
when we recollect LLat interest is to be paid during many 
future years, on the money borrowed, and that largo 
drafts are yet to be made on the treasury for pensions 
and for indemnities for private losses and injuries, it will 
not be thought extravagant to assume, that the indirect 
cost of the war wil! be little, if any less than the sum 
actually expended for its prosecution. 

Dr. Franklin, long since remarked, that nothing waa 
ever acquired by war that might not have been obt^ned 
at a less cost by purchase. For the territory of Louisi- 
ana, even more extensive and greatly more valuable than 
that we have wrested from Mexico, we paid $16,000,000. 
For Texas we offered $6,000,000, and at a previous day 
we had offered only $1,000,000 for Texas, with a portion 
of California. 

Mr. Polk would have shrunk from offering fifty millions 
for the very land which he has now bought at such a vast 
amount of blood and treasure. It is impossible to resist 
the conviction that, by honest negotiation, we might have 
become the masters of those territories without crime, 
wijhout human butchery, and at a far less cost in money 
than the sum we have paid. 

Tlie mighty sum we have exchanged for glory and ter- 
ritory, has added not one cent, to the productive capital 
of the country, nor brought one new comfort or conveni- 
ence within reach of its population. 

For all useful practical purposes, this amount of the 
nation's capital has been annihilated. But it is easy to 
ima^ne how sucli a sum might have been expended in 
modes resulting in a prodigious- augmentation of the re- 
eources of the nation, and the virtue and enjoyments of 
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the peopk. Such a sum might have spread a net-wort 
of railroads and telegraphic wires over the country, unit- 
ing in honds of interest and intercourse the remotest in- 
habitants of our vast empire. It vrould have opened 
through Oregon a channel by which the commerce of 
India and China would in a few days ha\e reached c^ery 
portion of our Confederacy Oi it might haie gi\.en 
security and facility to ojr niagniacent inland na\i^ation, 
and foi-med safe and capacious harbors on our meditir 
ranean seas. Or it might ha.'e earned science and usfful 
knowledge to the inmates of every dwelhng in our Be 
public; and in various >s its haie been made conduce e 
to the diffasiion of virtue and religion THp meie mterest 
of this sum is vastly greitcr thpn is annually eontribiited 
by Christendom to evangelize the world Tht dnpoial 
of this treasure was a talent which m the providence of 
God, was entrusted to our rulers whether the u=e they 
have made of it proves them to have been good and faith 
ful servants will be declared on that day in which they 
shall give an account of their stewardship. 

We should, however, take a most erroneous and limited 
view of the cost of this war to the United States, were 
we to confine our estimates to the millions which have 
been expended in its pi-osecution, or to' the personal suf- 
ferings it has occasioned. Before we can sum up the 
total cost, we mitst, add to the blood, the groans, the 
treasure, we have bartered for victory and conquest, the 
political and moral evils the war has beqaeathed to the 
nation — evils as extensive as the bounds of the Republic, 
and whose, effects upon the happiness of individuals will 
continue to be felt when time shall be no more. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 



All war ja necessarily unfavorable in its tendencies to tbo 
liberties and prosperity of a State, even when waged for 
the defence or recovery of freedom. The burthens it 
imposes, the arbitrary authority it confers, and the dis- 
positions it fosters, are all adverse to popular rights. 
These tendencies are, of course, controlled and modified 
by circumstances. The late war, having been carried on 
wholly without the limits of our own country, did not 
inflict upon our citizens those violations of right and those 
oppresMve exactions which are ever esperienced on the 
theatre of hostilities. It has nevertheless shown itself a 
dangerous foe to constitutional liberty. 

We have seen in the preceding pages that most pro- 
vident and ample preparations were made for the com- 
mencement of the war on the Eio Grande, and for the 
seizure of California, not only without the sanction, but 
even without the knowledge of Congress. It is utterly 
impossible that Congress would have issued, or the peo- 
ple have tolerated, a declai'ation of war against Mexico, 
either to compel her to p&j our alleged claims, or to 
withdraw her troops and magistrates from her villages on 
the Rio Grande. Hence, it was deemed necessary first to 
provote a collision, and then to appeal to Congress to 
defend the country from invasion ! The war, therefore, 
although recognized and prosecuted by Congress ofter its 
commencement, was in fact and in truth begun in conse- 
32" 
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quence of orders issued by tlie President on liis own re- 
sponsibility, and not in pursuance of any constitutional or 
legal authority. He had, indeed, as Commander in-Chief, 
a right to direct the movements of the tioops, but not in 
such a manner as necessarily and designedly to involve 
the country in war. Most truly, therefore, (lid the House 
of Representatives declare ibat the war had been uncon- 
stitutionally begun by the President. 

Yet haa this usurpation of power, leading to the sacri- 
fice of thousands of lives and millions of treasure, been 
unvisited with punishment. The offence has found an 
apology in the tiiumpha to which it has led ; and thus a 
sanetion has been given to a precedent, that invests the 
President of the Republic with the royal prerogative of 
brining upon the nation the calamities, of war. 

Hor is this the only instance, in which the President in 
his own person has exercised powers belonging only to the 
legislative branch of the Government. Aithougli not per- 
mitted by the Constitution to appoint of bis own will and 
pleasure, a single oiScer, or to take from the ti-easuiy a 
single cent, he established a system of tarifls and internal 
taxatiMi in Mexico, appointing a horde of collectore, and 
accumulating at his own disposal, all the revenue that 
could he extorted at the point of the bayonet, from the 
miserable and impoverished Mexicans ; and all this with- 
out the slightest warrant from Congress.* 

• " I oni under a ieup oonviction, that the Ptenident has no 
rieht whatever, to impose tases internal and eiteroal on the 
people of Mexico. It is an act without tlie anthonty of the 
Constitution or Iftwa. and eminently dangerous to the eonntrj. 
If the President can exercise, in Meitico, a power espreaaly given 
to Congress, which he cannot esercise in the United States, 1 
would aek where is the limit to his power in Mexico ? Hob he 
also the power of making appropriations of money collected in 
Mesico, without the sanction of Congress ? This he has already 
dime. Has he the power to apply the mono? to whatever pnr- 
Bosca he may think pjoper, and, among others, to raise a mih 
tarj force in Mexico, without the sanction of Congress ? 1 hit 
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He has also, by liis soverdgn will and pleasure, estab- 
Kshed civil Governments in New Mexico and California, 
appointed Governors, organized courts of justice, commia- 
aioned magistrates, ifec, without even consulling Congress, 
and with no law whatever authorizing the eiercise of these 
high prerogatives, or providing for the salaries of the nu- 
merous civil officers he has seen fit to appoint. It ap- 
pears from the Report of the Secretary of War, Dec. 4, 
1847, that the duties collected in California, " have been 
applied towards the support of the civil Government." 
Thus has the President, of his own will and pleasure, not 
only appointed officers, but paid them salaries at his dis- 
cretion. Thus have a people, jealous of their liberties per- 
mitted, in the delirium of victory and conquest, their chief 
m^istrat* to assume over vast regions the most unlimited 
and despotic authority, grasping at once the sword and 
the purse. Henceforth it is to be part of our theory of 
Government, that during war, the President of the United 
States is released from all constitutional restrictions, so far 
as he acts without the limits of the country, and that he is 
wholly beyond the control of Congress. The immense 
power and patronage thus conferred on the President by 
a state of war, may hereafter prove a strong inducement 
with that officer to plunge his country into hostilities, and 
to postpone the return of peace. 

The course pursued by Congress has apparently been 
directed by the principle, that when the country has once 

olso he !ms already done "—Sprech of M' CaSumn in Senate, MarcK 
1848. 

"la the estaTjIiBhnient of aoode of customs ia.Meiioo,aii act 
of war, or derived from war, or an. act of hgisliUum ? Why, 
clearly it is the latter I want to know how the President of 
the United States can ovoctarn the reyenue law of Meiioo, and 
establish a new one in its atead, any more than he can overturn 
the law of the deaeent of property, the law of inheritanoe, tho 
criminal code, or any other - - -^ "-' — '-- =" "*" 
We/iiter's Speei^i in "" "'" "" 
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been involved In war, no matter by what means, or foi 
what objecta, it is the duty of the representatives of the 
people to afford to tho President every facility he de- 
mands for its prosecution, however wicked or injurioiis 
it may be. 

Kot only has the pubho mind become accustomed to 
executive usurpation, but it has lost, in its admiration of 
military success, that jealousy of military power, which is 
a most powerful safeguard of republican liberty. We 
have been utterly heedless of the melancholy example ex- 
hibited by Mexico herself, of the disastrous influence of a 
thirst for martial renown. The astonishing facility with 
which that country was overrun and prostrated by our 
troops, cannot he accounted for solely by the paralyzing 
effect of the Mexican church on the progress of science 
and civilization. Kver since her independence, Mexico 
has fostered a miliUry spirit ; but it was a spirit that con- 
sumed her very vitals. The resources of the State were 
squandered on the army, and the army through its gene- 
rals governed the Stale. The blessings of peace were 
despised, and the citizens, instead of combining for the 
common welfare, were divided into partisans of rival Gen- 
erals, Kevolution succeeded revolution in rapid succes- 
Mon, one chieftiun supplanting another. A civilian was 
scarcely e\pr placed at the head of the State, the reins of 
government being almost invariably committed to hands 
that grasped the sword. The history of the Republic of 
Mexico his been a history of military insurrections and 
usurpations Even when invaded by a foreign enemy, 
military fictions and rival chiefs paralyzed the strength 
of the nation, and rendered her an easy prey. All the 
recoi'ds of the past bear witness to tlie fact, that popular 
Generals have been the chief destroyers of Republics. 
Yet the American people, deaf to the warnings of his- 
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torj, have apparently become infatuated with military 
glory, and have recently given, various indications of their 
preference for men who have served their country in the 
field, over such as have nieryly labored tu advance her 
prosperity and happiness, by cultivating the arts of pea.oe. 
The arbitrary spirit engendered by war, and the idea 
which it fosters, that all rights and interests must yield to 
the public safety, are both necessarily hostile in their ten- 
dency, to the free expression of opinion adverse to its 
prosecution._ It is not surprisng that the authors of the 
Mexican war — a war so open to animadversion, and waged 
for purposes so sectional and odious — should wish to dis- 
courage all investigation into its true character ; and all 
efforts to thwart the accomplishment of its object. No 
law could silence the press, nor arrest debate in Congress, 
nor discussion among the people. But the hope seems to 
have been indulged, that public opinion might be so di- 
rected, as to produce what legislation could not effect. 
On the popularity of the war might depend not merely 
ila successful prosecution, and the consequent acquisition 
of the coveted territories, but the predominance of the 
democratic party, and the continued possession of power 
and emoluments by the present incumbents of office. 
Hence Mr. Polk, in his first Message after the commence- 
ment of hostiUlJes, attemptei^to intimidate his opponents 
by insinuating that they, were treacherous to the cause of 
their country. "The war," said he, "has been repre- 
sented as unjust and unnecessary, and as one of aggres- 
sion on our part upon a weak and injured enemy. Such 
erroneous views, though entertained by bul fem, have 
been widely and extensively circulated, not only at home, 
but have been spread throughout Mexico, and the whole 
world. A more effectual means could not have been de- 
vised to encourage the enemy, and protract the war, than 
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to advocate aod adhere to their cause, and thus give them 
'aid and comfort.' It is a source of national pride and 
Ciultation, that the great body of the people have thrown 
no such obstacles in the way of the Government in prose- 
cwtiiig the war successfully, but have have shown them- 
Bclves to be eminently patriotic, and ready to vindicate 
their country's honor and interests at any sacrifice." 

Here we have a most arrogant iinpeachmeqt, -by the 
first m^atrate of the Union, of the patriotism of such of 
his fellow- citizens, including no small portion of the veiy 
Congress he was addressing, who in the exercise of the 
very rights guaranteed to them by the Constitution of 
their country, ventured to express the opinion, that the 
war in which he had involved the nation, was unjust, un- 
necessary, and aggressive. Mr. Polk did not deem it pru- 
dent to denounce in plain tfirms, the opponents to his 
measures as traitors to their country, and meriting an 
ignominious death, but preferred doing it by implication; 
and hence applied to all such aa pronounced his war un- 
just, unnecessary, and aggressive, the technical terms, 
/'giving aid and comfort" to enemies, used by the Con- 
stitution of the United States (Art. III. Sect. 1), in de- 
fining the crime of treason. If this gentleman did indeed 
bi^Iieve, that a conscientiou^opposition to an existing war, 
is inconsistent with patriotism, and equivalent to the crime 
of ^ving aid and comfort to the enemy, he is ignorant not 
merely of the first principles of ethics, but of the course 
pursued by some of the most illustrious statesmen and 
patriots who have adorned the pages of modern history. 

What s^d Lord Chatham, the celebrated Prime Minis- 
ter of England, who had led his nation to victory and 
power, and whose memory is embalmed in the grateful 
remembrance of his countrymen ? This great man during 
the American war, declared in Parliament,- " If I were an 
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American, as I am an Englishman, wJiile » foreign troop 
was landed in my country, I would never lay down my 
arms — never — never — never." Fox even refused-io eon- 
cur m a vote of thanks to officers for the victories tbey 
had achieved, in what he believed, to be an unjust war. 
Numerous di&tUiguished members of the British Parlia- 
ment were active and persevering in their opposition 
to the war. So again, the war waged by Great Britain 
agwnst the French Republic, was fieely denounced as 
unjust and unnecessary, by statesmen high in the confidence 
of the nation. Th^ recent war against China, frequently 
called the Opium War, was sternly denounced by a large 
portion of the British public as most iniquitous. At a 
public meeting in London, at which a British peer, the 
Earl of Stanhope, presided, it was resolved : " That this 
meeting deeply laments that the moral and religious 
feelings of the country should be outraged, the character 
of Christianity disgraced in the eyes of the world, and this 
kingdom involved in war with upwards of three hundred 
and fifty milUons of people, in consequence of British 
subjects introducing opium into Cliina, in direct and 
known violation of the laws of that Empire." The 
"meeting concurred in a petition to Parliament, for an 
immediate peace, and ordg^red that their proceedings 
should be translated into the Chinese langu^e, and fw- 
toarded lo the JEmperor of Chiaa. Yet no Minister of the 
Crown, no member of Parliament, ventured to denounce 
this Constitutional espresaon of opinion as treasonabla 
In our own country we hate seen men of the purest 
character, the most unquestionable patriotism, opposing 
the war of 1812 with Great Britain, as unnecessary, 
impolitic, and unjust. No Constitutional monarch in 
Europe would venture to impeach the patriotism and 
loyalty of those, who, m a mode sanctioned by the funda- 
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mental laws of tte Empire, opposed the -measures of lila 
Government. 

The sjstem of denunciation commenced in the Message, 
was zealously and rudely pursued by the official journal. 
The following article appeared in the Waakinffton Union, 
soon after the date of the Message. 

" A War-registeb. Timely PROPOsmoN. — It has heea 
anggested, tiiat tlie cause of the country may be promoted 
by the opening of a war-register in everj- city, town, and 
village, for the purpose of preserving an authentic record 
of the Toryism which may he disphyed by individuals, 
daring the continuance of the present war. In this 
register, it is proposed to record the names of sucli per- 
sons as make tlicmselves zealous in pleading the cause of 
the enemy, and oppose the war into which the people and 
the aovemment of the United Slates have been forced by 
Mexican aggression, insult, and robbery. Besides the 
names of the individuals who pronounce ag^nst the justice 
of our cause, such aenliments as are particularly odious, 
should be placed on the regi-ter Where an individual 
expresses evmpathv for the enemy, or wishes the death 
of the President or the downfall of the National Admin- 
istration aa a punishment ior hiving engaged in the war, 
the sentiments of the Iory should be registered in his 
own language as ncaily as possible. All statements 
intended for entrv on the record should be verified by the 
name of the witness or contnbutoi " 

rbe wickedness of tl is article is not concealed bv the 
ab'-urdit^ of its pretended proposition It-, evident 
design was to intimidate the opponents of the war by 
exciting against them demonstrations of popular *iolcn(,e 
It IS a call from the Goieroment organ upon the dema 
gogues ol the dar to stifle by famte force all open 
denunciation of the war Confiding in the countenance 
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«j)d patronage of tLe executive and his partiaans, the 
editor of this paper assumed a dictatorahip ovev the pro- 
ceedings of Congress, rebuking either House with vulgar 
insulenee whenever it declined an immediate compUance 
with the wishes of the President. Such members .as 
voted against granting further supplies, were stigmatized 
as Mexican Whiga. At last, a vote of the Senate dis- 
pleasing to the Administration, was announced as 
" ANOTHER Mexican victohy." Happily the purpose 
intended was not effected. Indignafion, and not intimida- 
tion, was the result ; and the President's editor was, by a 
fonnal resolution, "for having uttered a public libel on 
the Senate," excluded from the privilege of admission to 
the floor of the Senate, a courtesy that had hitherto been 
^shown him. The couise pursued by this journal merits 
attention only from its being the acknowledged organ of 
the executive, and from its obvious accordance with the 
«pirit and design of Mr. Polk's official denunciation of the 
opponents to Ike war. Many of the officers of the army, 
■following the hints ^ven by the President and his oi^n, 
■professed to he exceedingly scandalized by the objections 
made to the war. Geaerai Twiggs, in particular, was so 
i-egardless of decency as to give, at a public dinner in 
Mexico, the toast, " Honor to the citizen -soldier who steps 
forward to battle for his country. Shame to the knaves 
at home, who give aid and comfort to our enemies." A 
Colonel Wynkoop, wrote from Mesioo : " We here can see 
no difference between the men, who, in 1776, succored the 
Britisli, and those, who, in 1847 give arguments and sym- 
pathy lo the Mexicans." Another Colonel of the name 
of Morgan, declared in a public speech : " All who will 
advocate the withholding of supplies, or withdrawing om- 
armies, disguise their sentiments however they may, uader 



iLvGoO^lf 



254 REVIEW OP THE MEXrCAN WAR. 

whatever artful plea lliej choose, are 

These ■vanous attempts to suppress the freedom of 
debate and discussion, onl} reiterate the lesson univer- 
sally taught by hiitory tliit war, m its spirit is hostile to 
civil liberty Had the wai been a popular one, had the 
masses been middmeil by defeat had they been thirsting 
for the blood of their enemies the efforts of the Presi- 
dent and hiB partisan'! to direct thejr fury upon a feeble 
minority whom (hey were twght to regard as traitors, 
would not ha\e been fruitless and the American, like the 
French Kepublic would have had her annals disgraced by 
ASeign of Terror. 

But happily the assertion of the President, that the 
war was regarded as unjust and unnecessary, and as one 
of aggression " hy hut few," was of equal veracity with 
many other of his deolaratjons. This assertion was made 
in his Message of December, 1846, at which time hia 
party had a very large majority in the House of Repre- 
sentatives.' The next December, a new House of Repre- 
sentatives, elected in the interim, assembled ; and this 
new House, " fresh from the people," Resolved : " that 
the war was unnecessarily and unconstitutionally begun 
by the President of the United States." 

But although we have successfully maintdned the 
liberty of speech and of the press, the sanction given by 
the war to executive usurpations , and the thirst for con- 
quest and glory, which it has stimulated, are destined to 
exert a durable and disastrous influence on the Repuhlio. 
There are also other political evils resulting from the war, 
which merit consideration. The nation, which at the 
commencement of hostilities was free from debt, is now 
burthened with a load of pecuniary obligations. To 

' We quote these militarir ebullitioiui. from the I'etriptiperi 
of the day. 
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relieve ourselves of this load, it will be necessary for 
many years, to impose heavy duties upon imports ; and 
these duties are in laot, taxes upon the necessaries aad 
comforts of life ; not the less real for being indirect and 
unperceived by the consumers. Our national vanity Js 
flattered by the fact, that the certificates of our debt are 
now selling in Europe. It seems not to be recollected 
that our debt is thus transferred to foreigners, who, instead 
of our own citizens, are hereafter to receive from the 
national treasury, both principle and inttrest. Great 
Britain could not support, for a single year, the payment 
even of the interest of her debt, did it not find its way 
into the pockets of her own subjects, whence it is again 
returned in tases to the Government. Just in proportion 
as our debt is due abroad, the more onerous is it to 
ourselves. 

When we reflect oa the vast extent given to our 
Empire by the recent conquests — the peculiar character 
of the conquered people who are to be invested with the 
privileges of American citizens — the bitter sectional feel- 
ings already engendei-ed by the question respecting the 
extension of slavery over these regions — the diversity of 
interests that will eijst between the Atlantic and Pacific 
States, and the perpetual struggle for mastery which must 
prevdl between a powerful yeomanry, depending oa their 
own industry, and a landed aristocracy supported by some 
millions of serfs, surely we have cause to apprehend 
much irritation, civil dissensions, and the ultimate disruption 
of the Union. 

We presume not to lift the veil that conceals the future ; 
but if the declaration, that " Wherewithal a man sinneth, 
by the same also shall he be punished," be applicable to 
nations as well as to individuals, we cannot doubt that the 
conquests which now swell ouv national pride will prove 
scoui^es to humble it. 
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C HAPTER XXXII. 



The malignant as well as the benevolent affections of our 
nature are strengthened by exercise. A volunteer, de- 
Boribing in a letter his sensations on first going into battle, 
mentions that on discharging his musket, he was harassed 
with the fear that he might posably kill somebody ; but 
that after a while he became as eager as others in tiie 
work of death. 

From the commencemcct of hostilities, the public was 
Blmost dtdly served by the newspapers with details of 
battles, and bomhardraenfs, and raangled corpses, and all 
the varieties of human suffering caused by war : 

" Boys Mil girls, 
And women, that wonld groan to see a child 
Pull off an insect's leg, all read of war— 
The beat amusement of our morning meal ! 
And all are learned, fluent, absolute. 
And technical, in viotoriea ftnd defeats. 
And all the dainty terms for fratricide i 
Terms which we trundle smoothly o'er our toi^ues. 
Like mere abstraetiona— empty sounds, to which 
We give no feeling and attach no-form. 
Ah if the soldier died without a wound — 
Ah if the fibres of this godlike frame 
Were gored without a pang— aa if the wretch 
Who fell in battle, doing bloody deeds, 
Pass'd off to Heaven, traoslateif, and not killed— 
Aa though he bad no wife to pine for him. 
Ho God to judge." 
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Tliis constant familiarity with human suffering, instead of 
awakening sympathy, has roused into action the vilest 
pas^ons of our nature. We have been taught to ring our 
bells, and illuminate our windc^fs, and let off fireworks, as 
manifestations of our. joy, when we have heard of great 
ruin, and devastation, and misery, and death, inflicted by 
our troops upon a people who never injured us, who 
never fired a shot oil our soil, and who were utterly in- 
capable of acting on the offensive agdnst us.* Nor was 
our exultation at the Sow of Mexican blood repressed by 
the recollection that American blood flowed with it. Our 
neighbors, and friends, and countrymen, by thousands, 
fell in battle, or wasted in the noisome hospital — but their 
sufferings excited almost as little thought and compassion 
las those of the Mexicans. The nation had gained glory, 

* Siya an aMe writer : " American gentlemen, huBbands and 
fathers, send on army to collect a debt from aome Meiican chief- 
tains by bombarding Vera Cnij. By day and by night the 
BiriHil storm of bomb-shells is rained down apon the aeroted 
city. Christian gentlemen guide these guns, and kindle these 
fires of hell. Mothers and daughters fly shrieking through tlio 
streets, and their niangled limbs ure buried bcncatli the ruins 
of their dwellings. These shells e)rp!ode''in infant nurseries, 
by the bedside of languishing disease, in parlors of refinement 
and piety. Ladies haye limb torn from limb by the balls which 
American gentlemen fire. A large party of iacuca, in the terror 
of that awful bombardment, 9y to the cellar of one of the most 
costly stone mansions, hoping there to find reftige from these 
engines of destruction which have deniotished many of tlieir 
dwellings, and by a bloody death bereaved them of many of tbeir 
dearest (Hends. The thunders of the bombardment, the erasli 
of the eiplosions of bomb-shells, Uie shrieka of the dying, pierce 
the darkness of the cellar, and excite to a frenzy of terror the 
trembling females there. A shell falls upon the roof of the 
house, descends into the cellar, and explodes ; and the limbs of 
these mothers and maidens, mangled and gory, are driven into 
the walls. And this is honorable warfare — this is Chmtian war- 
fare — and the result of such scenes is the subject for civic rij- 
joicing, bonfires, and illuminations ! And respectable men, hu- 
mane men, men who sit at the table of Jesus Christ as his dis- 
ciples, who publish papers to guide the world to Christian feel- 
ings and practices, consider this a very suitable way of eoUect- 
ing debts." 

22* 



iLvGoo^lf 



258 REVIEW -OF THE MEXICAN Vf AB. 

and would gain land ; and poliiicians seemed anxious to 
gain popularity by rivalling each other in exulUng shouU. 
Alas, in very many iusUnces those shouts proceeded 
from the same lips whiiiji denounced the war as uncon- 
slitutional, unjust, and a national crime ! 

The struggles between the convictions of conscience 
and the aspirations for popular favor, led others besides 
the Whigs into strange and almost ludicrous contradio- 

Wo have heard much of late years, from a certain class 
of philanthropists, of the inviolability of human life ; and 
societies have been otganized for the abolition of capital 
punishment. Life was a boon granted by the Deity, 
which could rightfully be taken only by the Giver. Al! 
this was very well, as applied to Amarioan felons ; but to 
extend it to Mexican men, women, and children, guiltless 
of crime, was, of course, to give *' aid and comfort " to 
the enemy. Hence was seen, in one of our largest cities, 
the singular spectacle of a president of an anti-capital- 
punishment society presiding over a large and ferocious 
war meeting. The president of another arailar society, a 
prominent politician, accepted and discharged the very 
consistent duty of presenting a jjomplimentary sword to a 
popular general. 

That portion of the publie press which supported the 
war has, in many instances, been instrumental in diffusing 
tbitiugLOut the community most impious and ferocious 
sentiments. It was, of course, the poUcy of the dominant 
party to excite the passions of the people ^mnst Mexico, 
to encourage admiration for miiitai-y prowess, and to re- 
.press all compassion for those we were slaughtering and 
plundering. Hence, many of the war journals apparently 
labored -to pervert the moral sense of the community, and 
to insult and ridicule those religious feelings which were 



iLvGoO^lf 



naturally stocked by the character and events of the 

A few quotations will illustrat« these remarks. Mr. 
Poik, as we have seen, while ^devastating Meslco, was at 
all times sighing for peace. His presses teemed with the 
most hnital plans for " conquering peace." 

" We must now," said one of them, " destroy the city 
of Mexico, level it with the earth on which it stands, serve 
PtiebUi, Perote, Jalapa, Saltillo, and Monterey in the 
same way, and then increase our demands till we insist on 
the perpetual possession of the Castle of Juan d'Ulua, as 
R key to the commerce of the Gulf of Mexico. This 
course would save hundreds of lives. Occupy all the 
seaports on the Gulf and the Pacific for revenue for-the 
payment of the expenses of the, war. Such a course 
would compel th& Mesicans to sue for peace." 

Said another : " Unless we distress the Mexicans, carry 
destruction and loss of life to every fireside, and make 
tbem feel a rod of iron, they will not respect us." Mr. 
Polk's own organ, the official Union, declared : " Our 
WM*k of subjugation and conquest must go on rapidly 
and with augmented force, and, as far as possible, at the 
expense of Mexico herself. Henceforth, we must seek 
PEACE, and compel it by inflicdng on our enemies all the 

These barbarous sentiments, which were rife through 
the land, were aggravated in atrocity by the lying pretext 
on which they were urged. We, an invading foe, were 
to murder by wholesale, and level cities to the earth, to 
procure a peace that was ours the moment we ceased to 
assail the Mexicans. Did we choose to cecal our armies, 
we well knew our enemy had no means of revenging the 
wrong we had done her. Mexico was fighting solely in 
self-defence, and the only peace we desired, the only 
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peace we were ready to conquer, was the cession of thv 
territory for wiioh we tad commenced the war. 

Not only were the general precepts of justice and 
humanity thus set at defiance, hut pains seemed to be 
taken to attract public admiration for such acts of ferocity 
and impiety as were calculated to nourish the war spirit. 
A silly child of eleven years was said to have written a 
letter to one of the Generals, aaking to be employed 
against the Mexicans, and boasting that be had money 
enough to buy a pair of pistoh and a dagger ; and the 
epistle of this Uttle boy was paraded in the papers, headed 
'■ THE Bieai KIND or bpirit." Anecdotes of officers, 
which, if true, could not fail to disgust all who reverence 
the awful realities of Christianity, have been loudly 
tnmipeted as instances of American patriotism and hero- 
ism. Tlnis we have had an account oCa captain mortally 
wounded, and just expiring. " The whole of his lower 
jaw, with a part of his tongue and palate, is shot away by 
a grape shot ; he communicated his thoughts by writing 
on ft slate. He does not desire to live. He concluded 
an answer to some inquiries concerning tjie battle of the 
Utb, by writing ' im gave tlie Mexicans hdl!'" These 
woi-ds so peculiarly horrible, as uttered by a dying man, 
becanae with a certain class a slang phrase, and to rive 
the Mexicans hell, seemed to he the glorious privilege, as 
well as duty, of American Christians. A Mia^sippi 
paper adopted it, with a blasphemous addition : — " By 
Borae mistfike a piece of poetry headed ' Song of the 
Sword,'* appears on our first page. It seems that in our 
absence, when, it may be, the boys were out of copy, this 
song was selected to fill up a place. We never saw it 
till it was too late to make the correction. It does not 

• An English pocta oa war, having no alluaion to thif 
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express our sentiments. It is Whiggisk, and very bad 
poetry withol. We go for giving the Mexicans hell, 
whether Christ be our guide or not." 

Under the caption, " noble exploit," we are told of a 
.soldier moitAlly wounded, remonstrating against being 
earned off the lield, exclaiming, " he was a dead man, and 
damned if he did not want to kill some of them." 

Some comment having been excited by certain profane 
expressions, tmtrulv we hope, alleged to have escaped 
from General Taylor, in the heat of battle, a New Or- 
leans paper replied : " It is a paltry affectation in any one 
who knows the General, to pretend to be shocked at 
what was related of him at Buena Vista. It is a mere 
sham for the benefit of puritanical souls, who do their 
damning after a more economical formulary, than is 
generally used in the field. Tbe words came out of 
General Taylor's mouth, and were no doubt as acceptable 
to heaven as the roaring of the cannon which belched 
forth death, and strewed the earth with slaughter." 

The few instances we have cited (and they might be 
multiplied indefinitely), indicate the baneful influences to 
which public -opinion has been exposed, through the 
efforts to create and mwntwn a war spirit in the com- 
munity. 

The Church has, in some few cases, united in this un- 
holy work of corrupting public opinion. The pulpit has 
occasionally uttered its benedictions on the Mexican ia- 
.vasion ; and ministers of Christ, by joining in military 
funeral pageants, have given the sanction of the religion 
they professed, to the cause in which the deceased perish- 
ed. On some of these occasions sermons have been de- 
livered, breathing little of the spirit of the Prince of Peace. 
Men who had lost their lives in the act of voluntarily 
carrying firp and sword into n foreign country, have been 
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held forth to the admiration of their countrymen, ai 
having fallen in the discharge of duty. But these reve- 
rend patriots omitted to insti-uct their audience, that the 
Mexicans who fell in the act of defending their wives and 
children, were no less obedient to the commands of duty, 
than the American volunteer ; nor did they avml them- 
selves of the opportunity to draw the obvious inference 
that, as both Americans and Mexicans were but discharg- 
ing their duty in killing each other ; mutual slaughter is 
an acceptable sacrifice to the common Father of all, and 
in accordance with the precepts of the Divine Redeemer. 
Some of the clergy very consistently reduced to practice 
the doctrines they taught. Thus we had the a 
ment in a St. Louis paper, 
KiLiBD IK BATTLE," with an eulogy on his patriotism. The 
JVeur Orleans Picayune thus noticed another officer of the 
Church militant ; — " A company of about ninety men 
arrived here yesterday from the parishes, under the com- 
mand of the R«v. Richard A. Stewart, as captain. Cap- 
tain Stewart is a worthy clet^man, of the Methodist 
persuasion, who allows nothing to prevent his discharge 
of that duty every citizen owes his country in the hour of 
peril ! " The Reverend Captain, it seems, so exerted 
himself in the hour of his country's peiil, as to acquire at 
least that honor which cometh from man ; for on hia 
return from the wars, we again find him noticed in the 
Picayune of February, -1848. In an account of a Taylor 
meeting in New Orleans, it is said, "Mr, Stewart, of Iber- 
ville submitted a resolution, nominating General Zachary 
Taylor as a candidate for the Presidency of the United 
States. A member of the Convention rose to second the 
resolution, and said, ' that as the mover might not be 
known to all the Convention, he would announce him to 
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them aa the Severend Colonel Stewart, of Iberville, the 
fighting clergyman!' (immense applause.) " 

It is however due to justice to acknowledge, and to ac- 
knowledge with gratitude, that the sacred office has rarely 
been desecrated by a vindication of the Mexican war ; and 
that in numerous instances ecclesiastical bodies and indi- 
vidual pasfore have, ivith Christian boldness and fidelity, 
exposed and denounced its wickedness. Nor was oppo- 
Mlion to the war confined to the clericd profession. The 
whole religious community, especially at the Korth, were, 
with few exceptions, unanimous in reprobating it ; and 
indeed, bad it not been for the acts and efforts of poli- 
ticians, of men striving to keep the offices they had, and 
others striving to gain the offices they wanted, the great 
mass of the people would have regarded the war with 
abliorrence. 

The moral sense of the nation was, moreover, impaired 
by the sentiment industriously cultivated by the politicians 
of both parties — " Our country, right or wrong." This 
sentiment was of course intended to vindicate each party, 
for the support it gave to the war, by insinuating that 
devotion to country is moi* imperative than moral obli- 
gation. 

The war has also had a most unhappy influence in 
familiarizing the public ear to falsehood, and under cir- 
cnmstances tending to divest the sin of much of its vile- 
ness. Falsehood was dignified, both by the magnitude 
and importance of the objects it was intended to promote, 
and by the elevated position of those who condescended 
to use it as an instrument. 

It was one of the lamentations of the Prophet, that 
" truth has fallen in the streets ;" and in our days, the 
Meiican war has caused her to be trampled in the dust, 
not only in the streets of Washington, but in every high- 
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way throughout the republic. The Message tit Mr. Polk 
(Dec. 1846). in vindication of the war, has been termed 
"a pyramid of .mendacity". It would occupy too much 
space to examine in detail the various materials of this 
vast structurej we will merely ^ve a few specimens which 
the attentive reader of the preceding pages will be quali- 
fied to analyze for himself. 

"The existing war with Mexico was neither desired nor 
prowofted by the United States ; on the contrary, aifAon- 
orabk means were resorted to to avert it. After years of 
endurance of aggravated wrongs (m our part, Mexico, in 
violation of solemn treaty stipulations commenced hostili- 
ties, ai)d thus by her own act forced the war upon us. Long 
before the advance of our army to the left bank of the 
llio Grande, we had ample cause of war against Mexico; 
and, had the United States resorted to this extremity, we 
might have appealed to the whole civilized world for the 
justice of our cause." "The wrongs which we have suf- 
fered from Mexico almost ever since she became an indepen- 
dent power, and the patient endurance with which we have 
l)Om£ them, are mtkaut a parallel in the history of modem 
civilized nations." "The annexation * of Texas to the 
United States constituted no just cause of offence to 
Mexico." "Whilst occupying his (General Taylor's) 
portion on the east hank of the Rio Grande within the 
limits of Texas, theo recently admitted as one of the States 
of our Union, the Commanding- General of the Mexican 
forces, who, in pursuance of the orders of his Government, 
had collected a large army on the opposite shore of the 
Rio Grande, crossed the river, invaded our territory, and 
commenced hostilities by atlacieing onr forces." " Every 
honorable effort has been used by me to avoid the war 
that foffowed ; but all have proved vain. All our attempU 
to preserve peiice have been met by insult and resistance 
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on the part of Mexico." " This war lias not been waged 
with a view to conquest," &a., &c. 

With a reckless consistency rarely paralleled, he an- 
nounced to Congress on the 6th of Jflly, 1848, that " the 
war in which our country was relcctantlt involved in 
the NECESSARY Vindication of the national rights and honor, 
has been terminated." 

The fictions of Mr. Polk were reiterated by his party 
with all the gravity of sincere belief. The Whigs in Con- 
gress, with a few honorable exceptions, pursued a different 
policy. They fearlessly confessed that the war for 
whicii they voted was unnecessary and unjust, a war of 
aggression and not of defence ; and that the assertion in 
behalf of which they enrolled their names in an enduring 
record, that the war existed " by the act of Mexico" waa 
FALSE. To escuse their conduct, they also had Ikeir fiction. 
They voted to raise fifty thousand men, for the purpose of 
rescuing General Taylor and bis little aimy from capture 
by the Mexicans ! 

The falsehoods respecting the Mexican war, coined in 
Washington, became a circulating medium throughout the 
country. They were found in almost every official de- 
spatch ; they were uttered through the press ; they were 
passed as genuine by Governors in their messages, and by 
Legislatures in their resobea Who ';hall eatimate the 
injury done to the morality of the nition by this Tiide 
spread contempt for truth' The txample of men con 
spicuous for talents influence and station must be ope- 
rative for good 01 for evil When the righteous are in 
authority the people rejMce but when the wicked bear 
rule, the people mourn." It has heeil well said that truth 
and the confidence it inspires, is the basis of human society, 
and that error is the source of erery iniquity. How de- 
plorable, then, that the love of trath and abhoiTence of 
S3 
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falsehood should be weakened hy the authority and exam- 
ple of those in high places 1 But with this subject are 
connected considerations more momentous than any that 
belong to this transitory scene ; — we are all soon to euter 
upon an endless existence in a world in which sorrow and 
falsehood are alike unknown, or in a place from which joy 
and truth are for ever banished. 

Surely, among the awful responsibilities resting upon 
the authors and supporters of the Mexican war, will be 
included the coiTuption of public opinion and the depra- 
vation of public morals to which it has ^ven birth. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

ACQUISITION OF lEtiaiTORT. 

Hating taken a retrospect of the pecuniary, political, 
*nd moral sacrifices made by the American people, in the 
war they have waged against Mexico, let us next inquire 
what equivalents they have received. It is difficult to ima- 
gine any which are not included in the Tehritobt and the 
Glorst- they have acquired. The value of these acquisi- 
tions, we proceed to examine. 

It appears from a document laid before Congress from 
the War Department and Land Office, that the alleged 
limits of Texas embrace 325,620 square miles ; and 
those of Kew Mexico and California, as ceded by treaty, 
526,078 more, making a grand total of 851,590 square 
miles. It is only by comparison that we can fonn an 
adequate idea of the extent of this prodigious area. The 
state of New York contains less than 50,000 square 
miles ; of course the addition made to our possessions is 
equal to seventeen times the extent of the Empire Stale. 
It is four times the size of France, and five times tliat of 
Spain.* 

Texas, it is true, was acquired by other means than open 
war. But no l^s than 125,620 square miles, included with- 
in her assumed boundaries, rightfully belonged to Mexico, 
and our title to them is founded, not on her claim, but on 
conquest, confirmed by the treaty of peace. Adding this 
territory to that of New Mexico and California, we have 
* See American Almanac for 1842, p. 270 
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651,591 square miles, about one half of a!l that was left 
to Mestco, after the revolt of Texas, as the spoils of war. 
Such was "the magnanimous forbearance exhibited to- 
wards Mexico," of which filr. Polk thought proper to 
boast in his Message to the Senate coiamunicating the 
treaty which ceded to us this vast plunder. 

How far thia forbearance was magnanimous depends, 
of course, on the motives which pi-ompted it. We havo 
ah^ady seen that the insurgents of Texas, after some hesi- 
tation, forbore to include California within its boimdaries. 
The reason assigned for this forbearance had no reference 
to right and justice ; it was simply, that they had already 
taken as much as they wanted, and that more at present 
would be inconvenient. It is difficult (o see whertin our 
forbearance was more magnanimous than that of our 
Texan brethren. We have taken precisely what we went 
to war to acquire ; and a territory from which thirteen 
large slave States could be carved, was sufficient to give 
the slave power an entire control of the Federal Govern- 
ment. Mexico, moreover, is so enfeebled and despoiled, 
that all that is left may be absorbed by the mighty Re- 
public, at any moment it may be deemed expedient to 
lake possession. 

But as Mexico was prostrated, and we might liave an- 
nexed the whole Republic to our territory, was it not 
magnanimous to pay ker for what we did take ? It ia 
true Mesioo was prostrate, but she was not submissive. 
She could not resist our arms, but she could not be occu- 
pied and governed as American territory except by mili- 
tary force. The war was becoming unpopular, and the Ad- 
numstration was tottering, the popular branch of the 
National Legislature having declared against it. It was 
doubtful whether Congress would furnish supplies for 
Dew conquests. But. in any event, nothing more could be 
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Boped from the fartlier prosecution of the war than what 
h&i been already effected — the military oooupation of 
Mexico. Such sn occupation for a single year would cost 
double or treble the sura we paid the Mexicans. It was 
obviously wiser and cheaper to pay a modei'ate sum. for a 
quit-claim to the land we wanted, than to continue an 
expensive and dangerous litigation. In the prosecution 
of this litigation, we had already expended 20,000 lives, 
and more than a hundred millions of dollare. Hence, the 
means of acquiring peaceable possession of the land we 
had taken was a matter of political and pecuniary calcu- 
lation, and the result affords but little proof of magnani- 

The question, whether this t«rritory is not worth all it 
lias cost us, will be variously answered. By those who 
.-egard slavery as tlie comer-stone of our political liberties, 
who behold in it a divine institution illustrative of the 
wisdom and benevolence of the Deity, an^ an instrument 
by which those wlio possess it will be enabled to govern 
the whole Republic, and mould its policy for their own 
interest, the acquisition of territory which it was expected 
would give to slavery an indefinite extension, an assured 
perpetuity, and an overwhelming political preponderance, 
would of course be regarded as of priceless value. On 
the other hand, the addition of this terntory should it be 
used for the purpose for which it was acquired, cinnot 
but be regarded a^ a direful curse by all wlio beheie 
slavery to be hostile alike to the ivili of God and the 
happiness of man We hai e had, m the preceding page", 
most abundant proof that this tcmtory would not have 
been acquired except with a new to the extension of 
slaverj' ; and it is therefore just and fair, in estimating its 
value compared with its cost, to keep m mind for what 
object that cost was incurred. 
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The future is hidden from our view, but there is littla 
reason for doubting, that not onlj Texas, but all New 
Mexico, will for a long period be doomed to the ignor- 
ance, degradation, and misery, which are inseparable 
from human bondage. Events unexpected and utterly 
imforeseen, even at the conclusion of the war, have since 
occurred, which will probably exempt at least a portion 
of California from the curse of slavery, That portion, 
however, it ia to be feared, will find another and a sore 
curse iu its recently -discovered gold. The mineral wealth 
in which it is stud to abound will he shared by a promis- 
cuous crowd from foreign lands as well aa our own citi- 
zens. The eager search for gold in the mines in which it 
b buried has ever been found hostile to regular industry, 
and to habits of virtue and frugality. We have cause to 
apprehend that the population which will be attracted to 
this region will not be of a character to strengthen our 
republican institutions, or in any respect to elevate our 
national character. 

But whatever may be the riches of these mines, and 
whatever may be the consequences resulting from them, 
it should be remembered that they formed no part of the 
motives which prompted the war — no part of the estim- 
ated value of the territories we have seized. The true 
question to be solved in this discussion is, did we pay, in 
blood, and treasure, and in the moral and political evils 
resulting from the war, a higher price than the territories 
were at the time supposed to be worth to us ? 

We had territory enough, as has already been shown, 
for unborn generations ; and, with the exception of the 
extension of slavery, no plausible motive could be urged 
itK the acquisition. No president would have dared to 
negotiate a treaty of cession at the price of one hundred 
millions, nor would apy Senate have had the hardihood to 
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ratify so preposterous a treaty, had it been made. Kor 
is it conceivable lliat Mesico would have refused so mag- 
luficent and prodigal an offer, had it been made. We 
have seen that Mr. Polk offered through Slidell $25,000,- 
000 for the very territory for which the country has pwd 
at least five times that amount in money, in addition to 
blood, misery, and crime. 

The Port of Saint Francisco was the only portion of 
the acquired territory which we needed, as heing conven- 
ient to our commerce in the Pacific ; and that might 
doubtless have been acquired hy friendly negotiation at a 
moderate price ; or a right of deposit secured by treaty, 
^thout cost. 
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IIb whose wisdom and benevolence are alike infinite, has 
taught us not to seek that glory which coraeth from man, 
and has assured us, that " that which is highly esteemed 
among men, is an abomination in the sight of God." If 
we believe the record which God has given of himself, 
we must be constrained to admit that, of all the objects 
of human ambition ant! of human admiration, none Ktn be 
more abominable in his aght than military giobt. Such 
glory is founded on bravery, skill, and success, in causing 
the misery and death of our fellow-men. It is wholly 
independent of the moral character of the cause in which 
it is acquired. The soldier is by general consent absolved 
from all responsibility for the cruelty, injustice, and wick- 
edness of his employers. Whether he fights for liberty 
or slavery — to defend his own country or to plunder an- 
other — his glory rests upon his bravery, skill, and suc- 
Mss, in subduing and slaughtering his enemies. 

Bravery is an animal quality, very common among all 
nations, and its possession has never been confined to the 
wise and good. Were honor to be awarded to the bravest, 
tlie roost atrocious villains would not unfrequently bear 
the palm. Indeed, few military exploits can, in a scornful 
recklessness of life, compare with the assassination of 
Henry the Fourth. What General has, like EaviUiac, 
coolly and dispassionately welcomed an inevitable, horri- 
ble and shameful death. Mere bravery Is no more en- 
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litlud to pr I'-e tl an any other am iial quality, and its 
exercise is otten mduAUve ot the nleat passions, and « 
sottish indiffeience to a futuie stat« The hravery of the 
soldier amid (he excitement of the bittle field, stimulated 
I)y fear of bhime and ths ho^e of reward, is pale and 
lustreless compared isith that devotion to duty which tri- 
umphs oier pain and d n^er and life itself. " I go 
bound in the spint unto Jeru alem slid the Apostle, 
" not kncwing the things that shall befall me there, savo 
that the IIol> Ghost witnesseth m eiery city, saying that 
bonds and afflictions abidt me But njne of these things 
move me, neither count I my life dear to myself " 

Military skill, of course, arises from cxpenence and m 
struotion combined with natural talent and even when 
carried to the highest possible perfection affords no gua 
rantee for the presence of a sinj,le virtue Bnierj and 
military skill, as well as infamy, aie associated viith the 
memory of Benedict Arnold. But success is essential to 
military glory. The warrior is crowned only bj the hand 
of victory. Yet her gifts are often dispensed without 
regard to the bravery and skill of the recipient and wo 
have seen her permitting one of the most di^itinguished of 
her favorites, after leading half a mdlon of veteians to 
Russia, secure his personal safety hj a sudden flight in 
the night season, and under covei of a boirowed name 
and we have seen this same fav rife after nielimg the 
most potent sceptre ever grasped by man, wearing out 
his days in an Inland-prison 

The American army, furnished with all the appliances 
of war which science, and art, and wealth could supply, 
gained a series of uninterrupted victories o*er a nation 
■with a small, feeble, and sparse populafl n, hut little re- 
moved from semi- barbarism, without rommerce, without 
arts, without money, and without credit. Now, the his- 
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torical fact, that these victories have been achieTed by 
the bravery and skill of the American forces, constitute* 
the GLORY which is regarded by some as an ample com- 
pensation for ail the misery and wickedness reiultmg fiom 
the war ! This glory gives no food to the hungry no 
'raiment to the naked, and adds nothing tg tJif wisdom 
virtue and comfort of the American people \Se are 
assured, however, that it will give us peace and secunty 
by deterring aggression. All history bears teatimony to 
the utter futility of such an expectation Mditary glory 
ever renders its possessor arrogant and intolerant and 
others jealous and vindictive. Powerful martial nations 
are those which enjoy the least peace assailing others 
if not assailed themselves. 

Let us listen to the peans of triumph as chanted on the 
floor of the United States Senate by General Cassi " Our 
flag has become a victorious standard, borne by marching 
columns over the hills and valleys, and through the cities 
and towns and fields of a pote>-ful{) nation in i career 
of success of which few examples can be found m aneient 
or modem warfare «ter giung the dates of twenty- 
eight victories heexclams Ifweiecorded our history 
upon stone as was done in the primitive ages of the 
world, we should engrive tl is SPriLS of glonous deeds 
upon tabks of marble But we '.hall do better we shall 
engrave it upon our heart'' and we shall commit it to the 
custody of the press who'ie monuments frail and feeble 
as they appear are moie endunng than brass or marble, 
than statues or pyramids or the proudest monuments 
erected by human handa Let modern^ lanthrap ts talk 
as they please the instmcts of nature are truer than the 
doctrines they reiL,h Mihtary renown is one of the 
great elements of ixtional strength as it is one of the 
proudest souri.ei of gratification to every man who lo^■es 



iLvGoO^lf 



REVIEW Of THE MEXICAN WAB. SW 

his country, and desires to see her occupy a distinguished 
position among the nations of the earth."* 

It seems unfortunate for the honor and glory of our 
country that our military operations are conducted on a 
Lilliputian scale, and our military renown is so very cheaply 
acquired. The trophies gained in ouj- MexicMi war, even 
if engraven on marble, would look exceedingly diminutive 
compared to some, which, however tlie General may sup- 
pose to the contrary, are really recorded in the history of 
modem warfaie. Had it been the General's good fortune 
to belong to " the Qi-aad Army," his patriotic heart would 
have swelled with still prouder gratification, while listen- 
ing at.Austerlitz, to the glowing applause of his Emperor: 
"Soldiers! lam content'with you; you have covered 
yom- eagles with immortal glory. An army of one hun- 
dred thousand men, commanded by the Emperors of Rus- 
sia and Austria, have been, in less than four hours, cut to 
pieces and dispersed— forty stand of colors— the stand- 
ards of the imperial guard of Russia— one hundred and 
twenty pieces of cannon, twenty Generics, and more than 
thirty thousand pn'soners, are the results of this day, for 
ever celebrated. Henceforth you have no longer aiiy 
rivals to fear," With what delight would he have drank 
in the glorious story, related to the army on entering 
Berlin : " Soldiers — the forests, the defiles of Pranconia, 
the Saale and the Elbe, which your fathers had not tra- 
versed in seven years, you have traversed in seven days, 
and m this interval you have fought four fights, and one 
pitched battle. You have sent the renown of your vic- 
tories before you to Potsdam and to Berhn. You have 
made sixty thousand prisoners, taken sixty-five standards, 
six hundred pieces of cannon, three fortresses, and more 
thm twenty Generals. Andyetnearly one half of you regr«t 

' Gong. Globe. Jaiiuary 5th, 1818. 
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not having fired a, shot. All the provinces of the Prussian 
monarchy, as far as the hanks of the Oder, will be in your 
power." At Friedland, his soul would have been " satis- 
fied as with fat things," as the address of the hero fell upoa 
his ears. '■ Soldiers — m ten days you have taken ono 
hundred and twenty pieces of cannon, seven standards, 
killed, wounded, oi captured, sixty thousand Russian pri- 
soners ; taken from the enemy all its hnspitals, all its 
magazines, all its ambulances, the fortress of Konigsburg, 
the three hundred vessels that were in the port laden with 
every species of munitions, and one hundred and sixty 
thousand muskets that England had sent to arm our 
enemies." 

The vast amount of glory and misery detiuled in thesa 
addresses, affords a significant comment on " the mstincts 
of nature," and the pacific doctrines of " modem philan- 
thropbts." 

Military renown, the Senator tells us, is one of the 
greatest elements of national strengtli, and the proudest 
■Eource of gratification to every man who loves his coun- 
try, and desires to see her occupy a distinguished position 
among the nations of the earth. The first assertion is 
contradicted by history, and the latter by the declarations 
of thousands and tens of thousands of men, whose virtue 
and benevolence are unque t d If m'l'tary renown 
ever belonged to any peopl th p u boon was en- 
joyed hy the French under B p t "k t France was, 
at tbat very time, bleeding a d a^, zi at very pore, — 
her commerce destroyed, — h nuf t languishing, 

her liberties crushed, her y n m n d d by the con- 

scription from the paternal hearth, and offered a bloody 
sacrifice on the altar of personal ambition ; and finally 
this same great element of national strength consigned 
the nation to the custody of a foreign army, and its mighty 
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emperor, U. a lonely rock. It was on that rock, and 
wliile brooding over hia fallen greatness, that this scourge 
of Europ« littered the memorable iv-ords, " The love of 
glory IS like the hridge uhck Satan, threw over chaos, to 
pass froia. Hell lo Parmlm Like that fabled struc- 
ture Jt has indeed furnished to " woes unnumbered," a 
readj eut n to r unhappy world. In losing her 

hpro nd 1 gl T France parted with her sorest 
plagues and liumbl d m her pride, and despoiled of her 
conqu t h e J y d for a series of years, a degree of 
peace mf t a d p oaperity to which she had been a 
Strang I ora the f uudation of her monarchy. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

PATRIOTISM. 

Immbdiately after the expulsion of the Persians from 
Greece, tlie fleeU of the States in alliance with Athens, 
were coiIect«d in a neighboring port. Theraistocles ap- 
peared in the Athenian Assembly, and annoonced that h'e 
had a plan for securing the power and glory of Athens ; 
but, that secrecy being essential to its success, he could 
not make it public, and asked for instructions. He waa 
authorized to communicate it to Aristides, and, with hia 
approbation, to put it in execution. The iatl«r, on learn- 
ing the plan, reported, that nothing could possibly con- 
duce more to the grandeur and prosperity of Athens, but 
nothing could possibly be more unjust. The Assembly, 
without inquiring into particulars, ordered that the plan, 
whatever it was, should be abandoned. Which party 
displayed the purest patriotism—the Assembly, which re- 
fused to augment the power of the Republic by an act of 
injustice, or the illustrious scoundrel who proposed ren- 
dering his country the mistress of Greece by firing the 
assembled fleets of her allies ? Should the question be 
decided by the sentiment so generally adopted by a 
christian people, "our country right or wrong," the de- 
cision would be adverse to the pagan Athenians. But 
perhaps it will be said, that the sentunent is intended to 
apply only in a state of war, and that it is only after a 
declaration of hastililies that we are bound to support 
and vindicate the acts and pretensions of the Government, 
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howevei: ^OhinDus It is not easy to understand, hov. 
the sot of a Kmg or a Con„rres^ can disbolve those obh- 
gaaons of truth justn.e and mercy whioh the Creator 
ha^ imposed upon ill lii=> ueature. Ya the violation 
and contempt of those obhsation'* for th.. supposed m- 
tetesfs of the public seem by man} to be regarded M 
the test of patnotism 

Few vLtues are more uni^er!.ally profL^sed few are 
more imperfectly appreh--nded and few are mo.e rarely 
practised than piTRioTi^M From the tune of Absalom 
to the last tlej-uoneeung meetint, patrntic professions 
Jiave been the cheap materials from which demagogues 
have attempted to construct then fortunes 

Counterfeits imply an onspnal Theie i' such a virtue 
as patiiotism aeknonkdged and inculcated by both natur 
ral and revealed religion ; and it is but a development of 
that benevolence which springs from moral goodness. To 
do good nnto all men as we have opportunity, is an in- 
junction invested with divine authority. Generally our 
ability to do good is confined to our families, neighbors, 
and countrymen ; and the natural promptings of our 
hearU lead us to select these in preference to more dis- 
tent objects, for the subjecte of our kind offices. Our 
b(aievolence, when directed to our conntrymen at large, 
coiKtitutea PATRIOTISM ; and its esercise is as much con- 
tjolled by the laws of mor^ty, as when confined to om: 
neighhora or our famihes. A voice from Heaven has for- 
bidden us, " to do evil that good may come." The sen- 
timent, " our country right or wrong," is as profligate and 
impious as would be the sentiment, "our church, or our 
party, right or wron^." If it be rehelUon agmnst God to 
violate his laws for the benefit of one individual, however 
dear to us, not less sinful must it be to commit a ^milar act 
for the benefit of any number of individuals. If we may 
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not, iu kindness to the highwayman, assist him in rohhing 
and mui-dering the traieller, wiiat divine law permits ua 
to aid any number of our own countrymen in robbing and 
murdering other people ? He who engages in a defen- 
eiye war, with .1 full conviction of its necessity and justice, 
may be impelled by patriotism, by a benevolent desire to 
save the lives, and propci'ty, and rights of his country- 
men. But, if he believes the war to be one of invasion 
and conquest, and utterly unjust, by taking part in it, he 
assumes its guilt, and becomes responsible for its crimes. 
But soldiers, it is said, are bound to obey orders, witli- 
out inquiring into their morality. Where enlistments are 
voluntary, this obligation is assumed, not imposed, and it 
may well be questioned, whether any man is at liberty to 
promise unqualified obedience to others. But the obliga- 
tion of the soldier, does not affect the duties of the citi- 
aen. The latter is free from the promises of the former. 
The Government has declared a war of invasion and 
conquest, one which the citizen believes to be most 
iniquitous — is he required by duty, that is, by the com- 
mands of God. voluntarily to aid the Government in 
prosecuting such a war, by the offer of his money and 
services ? If he is, then all people ave under a divine 
obligation to aid their respective Governments in all their 
wars, however piratical, and waged for any purpose, 
however detestable, Such indeed, is the sentiment ad- 
vanced m the following lines. 

*' Stand thou bj tliy country*s quarrel. 

Be tAirt quarrel v>Ml U mag ; 

He shall wear the greenest laurel. 

Who filiall ^realesl zeal display " 
Here we have an American poet, who would eiult in the 
massacre of Glencoe, sing pean* to the Duke of Alva, 
and crowa with the greenest laurels the butchers of the 
Albigcnses. 
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" Our country riglit or wrong," b rebellion agfunst 
the moral Government of Jehovah, and treason to the 
cause of civil and religious liberty, of justice and 
humanity. 

Actions springing fi'om mere EelGshiiess, rarely com- 
mand the respect of mankind, and the patriotism that is 
self-denying and costly, is more likely to be genuin^ than 
that which is lucrative. Tried by. this test, there is com- 
paralively but little patiiolJsm in the world. The dema- 
gogue, - who echoes the clamor of the mob, and thus 
opens to himself an avenue to wealth and power, gives a 
very inconcluaive proof of his patriotism ; while he who, 
in promoting what he believes to be the public weal, 
esposes himself to obloquy and loss, may reasonably be 
regarded as governed by disinterested motives. 

One of tJie most universal of popukr delusions, is that 
which awai'ds patriotism to the soldier. But soldiers 
frequently engage in wars in which Ihcir country has no 
interest whatever ; and, although military skill, and valor 
of a high order, have often been displayed by mercenary 
troops, they are surely not entitled to the meed of patri- 
otism. 

It is well-known, that multitudes adopt the mililaiy 
profession as a livelihood, with the expectation of pay, 
proraolioa, and distinction. It is not obvious that ia 
selecting this profession, they are more influenced by a 
desire to do good to their country, than the lawyer, phy- 
sician, divine, or mechanic. "No class of men have in the 
history of the world, been more ready instruments of 
oppression, cruelty, and tyrany, than soldiers ; and 
scarcely ever have the liberties of a people been de- 
stroyed, but through their agency. Rai-ely, indeed, have 
the representatives of a people convened in Senates or 
Parliaments, surrendered their rights to an usurper, except 
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when ovei-awed and compelled by military force. That 
iioldiera have heeii governed by a high sense of patriotism 
it would be folly to deny, but still greater folly to aiHrm 
that such is generally the case. 

We are fond of dwelliiig on the patriotism of the sol- 
diers of the Revolution ; and yet we have bigh authority 
to piiove that, in many insfances, Uieir claim to this virtue 
was exceedingly equivocal. Washington, in a long letter (o 
Congress, 24th September, 1776, gives a melancholy 
picture of tbe demoralization of the army : ■' Thirty or 
forty soldiers will desert at a time, and of late a practice 
prevails of a most alarming nature, and wbich will, i£ it 
cannot be checked, prove fatal both to tbe country and 
Ibe army. I mean the infamous practice of plundering ; 
for under tbe idea of Tory property, or property that may 
fall into tbe hands of tbe enemy, no man is secure in bia 
effects, and scarcely in his person. In order to get at them, 
we have several instances of people being frightened out 
of their houses, under pretence of tbeir ,houses being 
oi-dered to be burned, and this is done "with a view of 
seiang the goods ; nay, in order that tbe villdny may be 
more effectually concealed, some houses have already been 
burned to cover the Ibeft. I have used my utmost 
endeavors to stop this horrid practice; but under the 
present lust after plunder, and want of laws to punish 
offenders, I might almost as well attempt to move Mount 
Atlas.'' He then goes on to detdl tbe difficnlty be bad, 
in getting a court- mai-tial to. convict an officer for stealing. 
Again, on the 3d May, 1777, be writes to Congress: "The 
desertionsfromourarmy of late have been uei-yconsirferaJ^e." 

The same year. Adjutant- General Reed, writes to 
Congress : " When the hurry of retreat or action made 
it difficult to go through tbe forms of trial, all restrmnla 
Bcemed to be broken through. A spirit of desertion. 
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cowardice, plunder, and shrinking from duty, when attend- 
ed with fatigue or danger, prevailed but too generally 
through tbe whole aimy."* 

It is true, a soldier perils his life ; but other men do 
the same for money, without any reference to the good of 
thdr country. Says Washington, writing to Congress, 
February 0th, 111&: "Three things prompt men to a 
regular discharge of their duty in time of action — natural 
bravery, hope of reward, and fear of punishment. The 
two first are common to the uninstructed and the disci- 
plined soldier; but the latter most obviously distinguishes 
the one from the other. A coward, when taught to 
believe that, if he breaks his ranks and abandons his 
colors, he will he punished with death by his own party, 
will take his chance against the enemy," Washington was 
too well acquainted with human nature, and too much 
devoted to truth, to attribute martial valor to patriotism. 
The patriotism of our soldiers in Mexico, is a never- failing 
topic of eulogy with our political aspirants ; but from a 
report of the Secretary of War, made 8th April, 1848, it 
appears that the desertions in Mexico, up to the 31st 
December, I84T, so far as they could he ascertained from 
confessedly very imperfect returns, amounted very nearly 
to five thousand, about one-^xteenth of the whole number 
of troops employed. TTie newspapers represent the de- 
sertions, in the early part of 1848, as very numerous. 

The records of history, as well as daily observation, 
teach us, that patriotism is aS rarely the virtue of politi- 
cians as it is of soldiers. " To the victors belong the 
spoils," now the avowed masim of American parties, 
reveals the true object of multitudes who are vociferoivs 
in their professions of devotion to the public interest. 
An active politician, who is not the possessor or the 
• Life of Reed, I. 240 
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expectant of office, is a personage rarely to be found in 
our Republic. To pursue measures supposed to be 
populstv, affords a very uncertain indication of virtuous 
motives. 

It seems impossible that any candid person acquainted 
witb the origin and causes of the Mexican war, should in- 
sist that its necessity and justice were so palpable as to 
exclude all doubt : or that the assertion that the Mexicans 
commenced the war by invading the United States, and 
shedding American blood upon American soil, is sup- 
ported by such irrefragable testimony, that no well-in- 
formed man can honestly deny its truth. Many of the 
democratic members of Congress, in their reproaches of 
the Whigs for voting for a war which they denounced as 
unjust, declared suck a war to be the greatest of crimes, 
and those who prosecuted it, guilty of murder. Even 
Mr. Polk's organ thus abused the Whigs for voting thanks 
to victorious Generals :^" None but the Whigs would 
think of rewarding; niea volunteering to fight ii 
constitutionally c mmcuLed by one man, and 
in contempt of nation il honor." Yet this same ready 
tool had been lainsh of his charges of treason against all 
who opposed the war whatever might be their conseien- 
lious opinio 1 of Its chi-acter. But if an unjust war be 
indeed a crime imolvin^r its authors and abettors in the 
guilt of murder it i mo'it remarkable that not one Demo- 
crat in two suc:,e'Bne Congresses, found his conscience 
burthened with the momentous question, whether the 
Mexican war was or was not unjust! Probably not two 
of these gentlemen entertained precisely the same opinion 
on the great truths of scripture, yet not a solitary indivi- 
dual of the party saw aught but verities in Mr. Polk's 
messages ! When we remember the diversities of the 
human mind, and the complicated and contradictory tes- 
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timony in relation to tlio origin of the war, and the wide 
difference of opinion respecting it, throughout the nation, 
the unanimous, unfaltering faith of these gentlemen is a 
mora! phenomenon. 'Their faith, howevei-, was coimled 
to them, if Kot for righteousness, at least for obedience, 
and opened to many of them a vbta to future office and 
power. Under such circumstances, their support of the war 
cannot be taken as in-epistihie proof of their patriotism. 
Nor is the evidence of the patriotiara of their opponents af- 
foided by their *ote for an acknowledged fakehood and 
their gr int of men and monpy to wage a w ir admif ted to he 
miquitous of 1 more conelu'ne chaiatter The Demo- 
crats accordmg to the orthodox lule showed their faith 
by their works while the unbelieving Whrgs rested 
their justifiLation on then works alone Denjmg the 
necessity expediency and justice of the war as well 
as the wisdom and int#gri(y of Mr Poilv they surren 
dered to him the airay an! na*? with an additional force 
of oO 000 men and -ill the money he de'iired to cirry 
tre and sword into Mexico and to dismember th^t Re 
public To ha\t done all this with a single de^^ire to 
benefit their own cauntry wculd hi\p been at least a 
very questionable bene\olenie and a \er) ambiguous 
patnotism 

Mr Clay tht diatingui hed and beloved leader of the 
Whig party in i public speech delivered in Kentucky, 
declared that the preamble to the wir bill falsely 
attnbuted the commencement of the war to the act of 
Mexico He then added — I h/iie no doubt of fhe pa 
tnoUc motiies of those who after stiugglmg to diiest the 
bill of that flagiaut error, found themselves constrsuned 
to vote for it ; but I must say, that no earthly conaidem- 
IJon would have ever tempted me to vote for a hill with a 
D stamped on its face. Almost idoi- 
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iaing trutli, as I do, I never, never could- have voted for 
Uie bill." Of course, Mr. Clay's patriotism so far differs 
from that of tbe gentlemen alluded to, that it cannot lead 
Mm to sacrifice ibuth for the cause of his w>untry. He 
then goes on to remark, that the war of 1812, against 
Great Britain, was of a widelj different character fioni 
the present, being a just war, and so admitted hy its op- 
ponents, who, from motives of poUci/, refused to support 
it, and that in consequence, " tliey lost, and justly lost 
tbe public confidencu," that is, they lost their political 
ascendency. He then asks the following vei-y significant 
question ; " Has not the apprehension of a similar fate, 
in a case widely diffei-ent, repressed a fearless expi-ession 
of tlieiv i-eal sentiments m some of mr public mm P" This 
interrogatory has all the force of' an assertion. To what 
public men does he refer? Surely not to Mr. Polk and 
his party. His remarks irresistibly confine his question 
to the " some " Whigs in Congress, who, from fear of 
losing their popularity, as the Federalists had before done, 
voted for the " palpable falsehood," the war and the sup- 
plies. If he intended to intimate, and on no other suppo- 
sition is his language intelli^ble, that these Whigs voted 
as they did from selfish considerations, it is deeply to be 
lamented that a man almost idolizing truth, should have 
hazaided the declaration, that he had no doubt of their 
palTiotic motives. We have already noticed the frank 
admissioa of the American Review, a Whig organ, that on 
this occasion the Whig members seemed more solicitoia 
about "personal popularity " than for the tause of " truth 

Subsequent developments have abundantly confirmed 
the intimations of Mr. Clay and of the Heview. It has 
been shown by the declarations of certain Whig members 
of Congress, published in the newspapers, that on the 
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day war was declared, they were urged to vote for the 
bill, on tbe frvomd that " it would be bad 2mlicy to .^. 
pose the bill," and that this opinion was supported by a 
reference to the political fate of those who had opposed 
the war of 1812 a^inst Great Britaiu. In a deliberate 
consent to saprifioe the peace of the country, to squajider 
Us treasures and ita blood, and to trample under foot both 
troth and justice, from considerations of party policy, and 
for the purpose of acquiring personal popularity, and with 
it, office and its emolumenls, it is not easy to detect those 
•'patriotic motives ".. which Mr. Clay very courteously and 
undoubtingly attributes to (he Whig memhera who voted 
for the war. 

On the 13th May, 1846, Congress voted that " By the 
act of the Republic of Mexico, war existed between that 
E«public and the tJnited States." On the Slst January, 
1848, n new House of Representatives voted, that this 
same v/ar was " unconstitutionally and unnecessariiy be 
gun b^ the President of the XTmted Slate': In the 
affirmative .f this ktt^r ^ote ^e firid recorded the names 
01 fifteen Whig Members who hid belonged to the late 
bouse, and wnose names aie also recorded m the affiima 
tive of the former vote The last declaration however 
truthful, was no doubt considered equally Qood policy 
with the first inasmuch as a presidential ekction wds 
npproaelung and it was expedient to throw odi im on tha 
rival party and on Mr Polk i(s acknowledged head 

One of the gentlemen who voted for both declarationa 
thus expressed his opinion of this self sime wir En 
tertaining these >iews upon the ongm and purposes of 
the war, I cm consider it in no other hght than as a 
BATiONAL CRIME but independent of this, it is an of 
fence against the moral sp.nt of our time -t rarogrado 
Btep in the mD.cment of humitih i ;, lent ,westing of 
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our national ener^ and national resources, to unnatural 
and mischievous uses. I have no desire that a single 
Mexican wife should be made a widow, a single Mexican 
child an orphan ; and I would rather that my country 
ehould sit dowQ in honest shame, than purchase, at the 
price of rapine, and tears, and blood, the ' unjust glory ' 
of waving her flag over all the wide continent that 
stretches between the stormy Atlantic and the shores of 
the tranquil sea : 

' One xnuriler makes a villain, thousanda a hero.' '" 

A little timely reflection might have warned tliis gen- . 
tieraan that 'the fifty thousand troops he voted to place 
under the orders of Mr. Polk to prosecute " a national 
crime," might peradventure cause many Mexican widows 
and orphans, acquire by conquest " unjust glory," and 
make more than one " hero." 

He alone who governs himself by the laws of God will 
act consistently ■ while he who f 11 tl 
mm p wi g 

in to 

H tory m 



D il 

precepts of the Gospel, far from being an imagmary, is a 
real and aedve virtue. It is mdeed to be found in camps 
and senates, but these are not jt= Ciclusiie nor ils favorite 
haunts. This patriotism inspires many a prayer for the 
peace, virtue, and happiness of the nation and prompts 
innumerable efforts and cosfly KaL-nhLos of time and money 
for the temporal and spiritual welfare of our fijllow-coun- 

• Speech of Mr. Hnrsh, Feb, 18, 1848.— Con. QIolps. 
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trymen. Were we permitted to trace effects to their 
causes, in the moral govermnent of the world, we should 
doubtless find that much of our prosperity as a people 
flows from the labors of fidthful pastors, self-denying 
Sunday-school teachers, and sincere, zealous, but humble 
Christian men and women. It is chiefly by such patriot- 
ism, gentle and noiseless as the dew of Heaven, that oar 
land is clothed with moral verdure and beauty, and that 
those who sit under Ihdr own vhie, with none to make 
them afraid, are indebted for the peace and security they 

Patriotism springing from obedience to God, guided by 
His laws, and exercbed in official station for the national 
welfare, at the certain and willing loss of popular favor 
and personal advantage, is perhaps the highest perfection 
to which this virtue can attain. Our own recent history 
affords an illustrious instance of such patriotism. W« 
proceed to trace the course of JopN QoiNcr Aoams, bii- 
cause we find in it a sanction for almost every moral and 
political sentiment maint^ned in these pages; and also 
because his example is well calculated to quicken and 1o 
purify the love of country, and to convey to all lesscms of 
virtae and true wisdom, 
25 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

OtiBTOM bas sanctioned certain funerai honors on the de 
cease of a man who has been President of the RepubKc, 
which, Uke the salute given to a military officer, affords 
no evidenee of respect for his personal character. The 
honors paid to tlie memoi-y of Adams were the outponr-' 
ings of the heart of a great nation. The strife of faction 
was stilled, the voice of party was dumb, and the whole 
American people acknowledged and deplored the depart- 
ure of a PATBIOT. It is interesting, and may be useful, to 
inquire into the cause of this wonderful and universal at- 
teslalioD, in the midst of high political excitement, to the 
merits of a public man. 

ilr. Adams had long been in public life ; but his eareer, 
for the most part, liad not been calculated to win the 
affections of the people. It was commenced in the Fede- 
ral party. He incurred the deep hostility of that party 
by abandoning it at a critical and important juncture, and 
exposed his motives to suspicion by accepting office from 
his late opponents. The democratic party, which had 
welcomed him into its bosom, and had abundantly re- 
warded what was deemed his apostacy, he abandoned in 
turn, and, as a Whig, became its active and zealous foe. 
Much of his life was passed at foreign courts; and, al- 
though always able, he gathered no unusual laurels in the 
field of diplomacy. Having never borne arms, no mili- 
tary halo encircled his brow. In 1824, at a period of 
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Mngular party disorganization, he was one of four candi- 
dates for the Presidency. He received fewer votes than 
one of iiis competitors, but, as neither had a majority of 
the whole number, the election devolved on the House of 
Representatives. By that body he was chosen President 
by the smallest possible majority, and the vote of one of 
the lai^est States was decided in his favor by a single 
ballot. Instantly the whole country resounded with 
charges agEunst him of base corruption. His administra- 
tion, although pure, did not give general satisfaction. Ho 
was a candidate for the succeeding term, and was de- 
feated by a Jarge majority ; and he retired to private life, 
one of the most unpopular of all llie prominent politicians 
of the country. 

In 1831, to the surprise of all, and to the mortification 
of many of his friends, he accepted a seat in the House of 
Represenlati\es He came there avowedly, to u'^e his 
own words, "bound m allegiance to no parlj, whether 
sectwnul or pohtual" He was thus depmed of that 
countenance and support whiJi parties give both to their 
leaders and their looK He was, it i-, true, confpsiedly a 
Whig, but so independent ins hw comae, that he nas 
continually ndiculed as " runnmg oif the tiacl, ' and re- 
garded as a man not- to be depended on He exerted 
but little influence in the House and attracted but little 
attention till about the year 1816 

At this time the agitation of the anti =lav<>ry question 
roused the holders ol slaves to gieat exasperation, and 
akrmed tbe two pohtira! parties at the North, lest tiieir 
supposed ■.ympathy with the cause of human freedom 
might weiken the fiiendship of then southern alliesTand 
deprive thtoi of their cnopeiation in the pursuit of office. 
Hence Whig:, and Democrats contended which should 
ehow the most dcTotioo to slavery, the most zeal m sup- 
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pressing the liberty of the press, and the freedom of dis- 
cussion. Both whig and democratic Governors assailed 
the AbolitJoniste in their official Messages, threatening 
them with the penalties of the law. Mohs were raised in 
the lai^e cities, by the etforts of rival newspapers and 
politicians. Printing presses were desti-oyed, individuals 
assaulted, churches sacked, and the freedom of the Post- 
Offlce shamefully invaded with the connivance of a demo- 
cratic President and cabinet, postmasters being permit- 
ted to abstract from the miiils whatever they deemed 
offensive to the slaveholders. But vain would it he to 
suppress anti-slavery tracts and newspapers, if a few in- 
dependent fncmbers were permitted to make anti-slavery 
speeches on the floor of Congress, and which the press 
would spread on the wings of the wind as a portion of 
the. ordinary debates. Such speeches had been made, 
and they were called forth by anti-slavery petitions. 
Hence, it was resolved to abolish the right of petition, and 
the freedom of discussion in Congress, on all subjects re- 
lating to slavery. It was on the 26th May, 1836, that 
the House of Representatives p^sed, without debate, the 
celebrated ride, known fiom the name of its author, as the 
Pinkney Gag. From this moment, utterly discarding all 
consideiations of politi(!a! influence, Mr. Adams devoted 
himself to the defence of constitutional liberty, assailed by 
the southern slaveholders, and their northern allies.* On 
the question of the gag-rule, prostrating alike the right of 
petition, and the freedom of discussion on the floor of the 
House, Mr. Adams, being precluded by the previous ques- 
tion from offering any remark, refused to vole, exclmming, 
when his name was called, " I consider this resolution as 
a direct violation of the rules of this House, of the Con- 
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stilution of the United States, and of the rights of my 
constituents." He then demanded that his refusal to 
vote, and the reason assigned, should he entered upon the 
minutes. The boldness and independence which he exhi- 
bited on this occasion, so novel and unexpected, so ut- 
terly at variance with the ustial deferential submission of 
northern politicians to southern dictation, instantly riveted 
upon him the gaze of his countrymen, nor was that gaze 
intermitted, till twelve years afterwards, it beheld bia 
honored and revered remains deposited in the tomb of 
his ancestors. He declared, in the presence of its authors 
and supporters, that the gag-rule was "an infamous reso- 
lution." He fearlessly imputed it to corrupt motives, and 
waged against it, a most vigorous and unceasing warfare, 
in speeches, in public addresses, in letters through the 
press to his own constituents, and to the people of the 
United States, till in December, 1845, he had the glory 
of carrying a resolution for its abolition. 

Of all abominations in the ^ght of southern members 
of Congress, the alleged right of slaves to offer petitions 
to the national legislature, was the most atrocious, striking, 
in their opinion, a fatal blow at the authority of the mas- 
ters. Mr. Adams, however, told the House, " If slaves 
were laboring under grievances aijd afflictions not incident 
to their condition as slaves, but to their natures as human 
beings, born to trouble as the sparks fly upward, and it 
were ia the power and competency of the House to afford 
them relief, and if the House would permit me, I most 
assuredly would present their petition ; and, if that avowal 
deserres the censure of the House, I am ready to receive 
it. I would not deny the right of petition to slaves. I 
would not deny it to a horse or a dog, if they could arti- 
culate their sufferings, and I could relieve them." 

When threatened with an indictment for his anti-slavery 
25' 
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course by a southern Member, be replied, " Did the gen- 
tleman think to frighten me from my purpose by his 
threat of a grand jury ? He mistook his man. I am not 
to be frightened fiom the discharge of a duty by the ia- 
dignation of the gentleman, nor by ail the grand juries in 
Ihe Umverse." 

As slavery demanded for its protection, the suppres- 
aon of the right of petition and the liberty of speech, he 
freely canvassed its claims to, such sacrifiees, on the part 
oT the free states. He spoke of it as " The God-defyiag 
institution." Mr, Clay had confflnded that that was pro- 
perty which the laws made so. " The' soul of man," said 
Mr. Adams, " cannot by human laws, be made the pro- 
perty of another. The owner of a slave is the owner of a 
living corpse ; but he is not the owner of a man." He de- 
clared, " unyielditig hostility against slavery is interwoi-eii 
frith every pulsation of my heart. Resistance against it, 
feeble and inefficient as the last accents of a filing voico 
may be, shall still be lieard, while the povrer of utterance 
shall remain." In the presence of the slaveholding mem- 
bers he avowed, that in his prayers to Almighty God he 
daily invoiced Him for the abolition of slavery. The in- 
ternal traffic did not escape his anathema ; " If," said he, 
*'the African slave trade w'as piracy, the American slave 
trade could not be innocent, nor could its aggiavaled tur- 
pitude be denied." From the admitted wickedness of the 
African slave trade, he very logically deduced the wicked- 
ness <rf slavery itself. "If," said he, "the African slave 
trade be piracy, human reason cannot resist, nor can hu- 
TOBn sophistry refute, the conclusion, that the essence of 
Hie crime consists not in the tradp, but in slavery. Trade 
has nothing, in itself criminal by the law of nature." 

At a time when politicians and pretended patriots were 
endeavoring to suppress the discssston of slavery, as fatal 
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to tha preservation of the Union, he delivered a Fourth of 
July address, ill which he declared, that the "free and 
unrestrained discussion of the rights and wrongs of sla- 
very, far from endangering the miion of these States, ia 
the only condition upon wliich the Union can be preserved 
and perpetuated. Are you to hless the earth beneath 
your feet becatise it spurns the footstep of a slave, and 
then to choke the utterance of your voice lest the sound 
of liberty should be re-echoed friMi t!ie Palmetto groves, 
with the discordant notes of disunion ? No ! No !" 

In a letter to his constituents, he thus described the 
state of the country : " What see we now ? Commu- 
nities of slaveholding braggarts of freedom, setting at 
defiance the laws of nature and of nature's God, restoiing 
slavery where it had been extinguished (Texas), and viunly 
dreaming to make it eternal. Forming in the sacred name 
of liberty, constitutions of government, and interdicting to 
the legislative authority, the most blessed of all human 
powers, the power of giving liberty tij the slave ! Gov- 
ernors of States urging upoft their legislatures, to malM 
the ejercise of the freedom of speech to propagate the 
rights of the slave to freedom, felony without benefit of 
clei^y. Ministers of the Gospel, like the priest in the 
parable, coming and looking at the bleedmg victim of 
the highway robber, and passing on tlie other siije ! or 
baser sfilf, perverting the pages of the sacred volume, to 
turn into a code of slavery the very Word of God ! In- 
furiated mobs murdering the peaceful minister of Christ, 
for the purpose of esljnguishing the hght of a printing 
press, and burning with unhallowed fire, the hall of free- 
dom, the orphan school, and the Church devoted to the 
worship of God! and last of all, both Houses of Con- 
gress turning a deaf ear to hundreds of thousands of pe- 
titioners, and quibbling away th^r duty to read and listea 
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and conader in doubtful disputations whether they shall 
receivr,, or, receiving, refuse to read or hear the complaints 
of their fellow-citizens and fellow-men !" In a letter to 
the people of the United States, he avowed his humiliation 
m heholdbg " the ijrnoniinious transformation of the peo- 
ple who had commenced their career by the Declaration oi 
Independence, into a nation of slaveholders, and slave- 



ing the slaveholders on the floor of C 
he said, " I know well that the doctrine of the Declaration 
of Independence, that ' all men are bom free and equal,' 
is held at the South ^ incendiary doctrine, and deserves 
lynching — that the Declaration itscK is a farago of abstrac- 
tions. I know all tliis perfectly, and that is the very reason 
I want to put my foot upon such doctrine, that I want to 
drive it back to its fount^n — its corrupt fount^n— and pur- 
sue it, until it is made to disappear from this land, and from 
the world. Sir, this philosophy of the South, has done 
more to blacken the character of this country in Europe, 
than all other causes put together. They point to us as a 
nation of bars and hypocrites, who publish to the world 
that all men are bom free and equal, and then hold a large 
portion of our own population in bondage." Again, "As 
its (slavery) hasis rests exclusively upon physical force, to 
physical force will it resort, not only to sustain its own 
institutions, but to en ah npon he institutions of free- 
dom elsewhere. Th d po on already manifested in 
many ways,in the b u a m n e perienced by citizens 

of the free States, f hu u pe d of favoring abolition 
in the slaveholding un d on n he insolent demands 
;ipon the free States o d e up he r citizens for alleged 
offences against the e aw — n he conspiring of Ame- 
rican slaveholders in a fo eign and against the life of one 
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of the great champions of human liberty*— in th^^fEan 
threats of assasaination addressed to members of Congress 
for daring to present your petitions — jn the surrender of 
tbc po3t-oHice to lynching law—in the murder of Lovejoy 
—in the burning of Pennsylvania Hall— in Southern com- 
mercial conventions to force the National chanaels of trade 
from North to South— in Southern rdlways and banting 
companies combined to link the mammon of the Wes> to 
to the Moloch of the South— and in the stiains of cora- 
mendadon upon all bnd-robbing practices of the Anglo- 
Saxons, and their virtuous abhorrence of Custom-Houses, 
embeUished by their blackleg revenue and punctuality for 
their debts of honor." 

Utterly discarding the b.ise sentiment, " Our country, 
right or wrong," he denounced the foreign policy of #ie 
administration, in resisting the claim made by Great Britain 
to visit vessels bearing the national flag, and suspected 
of being engaged in the African slave trade, to ascertam 
whether the flag was not fraudulently assumed. He as- 
serted that measures were systematically pursued or pro- 
jected to Jorce the country into a war with England, for 
the protection of' the slave trade. " Under the pretext of 
reasting the right of search, the most false principles 
have been advanced as the law of nations. Great Britain 
has never claimed the right to search American vessels. 
No such thing— on the conti-ary, she has explicitly dis- 
claimed any such pretension, and that to the whole estent 
we can possibly demand. We deny to her the right to 
board pirates who hoist the American flag— yes, to search 
British vessels, too, that have been declared pirates by 
the bw of nations— pirates by the law of Great BritMn— 
pirates by the laws of the United States— that is the de- 

• In reference of the ftttempt of Mr. 8t«Tenson,from Virginia, 
and Hamilton, of Soatli Carolinii, nuuie in London to force Uaniel 
O'CoanoU ipto a duel. 
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mandW our late'Minister to London. Now, bahind all 
this exceeding zeal against the right of search is the ques- 
tion not brought to view, and that is, the support and per- 
petuation of the African slave trade. That is the real 
question between the ministers of America and Great 
Britain — whether slave-trading pirates, by merely hoisting 
the American flag, shall be saved from capture. I mast 
say, that if it be true that the interference of our Minister 
in France (General Cass) was the occasion of the refusal 
by France to ratify the Quintuple treaty {tor the suppres- 
sion of the African slave trade), 1 do not hold that pro- 
cedure in much admiration; it conies too near success in 
doing wrong." 

Now it should be recollected, that this denial of the right 
of visitation, and the interference of General Cass, were 
both sTistflined by tbe Whig party, through Mr. Webster 
then Secretary of State. 

Mr. Adams astounded the southern members, by in- 
Bisting, in a formal argument, that in case of war, or insur- 
rection, the General Government had a discretionary 
power to manumit the slaves, and also by his audacity in 
asking leave to propose the following amendment to the 
Constitution, to be submitted by Congress to the several 
States, viz. : " From and after the 4th day of July, 1842, 
there shall be, throughout the United States, no hereditary 
sUvery, but on and after that day every child bom m the 
United States shall be/ree." 

A bill having been brought in, ^ving the right of suf- 
frage "to all free white males," of the age of twenty- 
one years, and who had resided a certain time within the 
limits of Alexandria, he moved to strike out the word 
white, and supported his motion in an able and sarcastic 
speech. He asked " If this principle of universal suffrage 
was to be adopted, admitting paupers, idiots, lunatics, and 
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the refuse of the prisons, why a man whose skin is not 
whit«, but who performs all tlie duties of a good citizen, 
a good husband, a good fathei', and a kind neiglibor, 
should not be entitled to vote as well as a white man ? 
I ask what is a white man 1 Is it the color of the skin 
that constitutes a white man ? Then there aiie twenty 
members of this House who me not white men by that 
criterion. I pledge myself to bring forward a hundred 
respectable colored men of this city with complexions 
whiter than those of twenty members of this House. 
Would you then say, would the courts say, that this 
should be settled by going into the genealogy of the per- 
son ? In this country it is a strange idea to look into a 
man's genealogy to ascertain whether he has a right to 
Tote. Tell me why you insist on giving this privilege to 
the worst of your own color, while you refuse it to the 
best of those-who have a portion of the blood of anothei 

The southern members rejected with scorn all recogni- 
tion of the Republic of Hayli, on account of the com]ilex- 
ion of its citizens ; and Mr. Adams incurred their indigna- 
tion by zealously maintaining the duty and policy of 
forming diplomatic relations with it. 

In 1839, between thirty and forty Afiicans^. recently 
imported into Havana, on their way from that port to the 
plantations of their two purchasers, took possession of the 
vessel, and arrived with their captive masters in our 
waters. The whole sympathy of the Government and 
of the slaveholders was immediately enlisted in behalf of 
the two men, who, in defiance of law and treaties, had ob- 
tained possession of these Africafls, aa legally entitled to 
freedom as themselves, and who had attempted to avoid 
capture by British oruizers hy moans of false and fraudu- 
lent Custom House passports. The case was brought 
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toto the Supreme Court of the United States, and Mi'. 
Adams volunteered his services as their counsel. He em- 
braced the opportunity of exposing the inhuman subsen'- 
iODCj of the Government to the slaveholding interest, rbJ 
obtained a judgment in behalf of the freedom of the un- 
fortunate Africans. 

Tbe reader need not be reminded of the scorn and 
detestation in which abolitionists at this time were held at 
the North as well as at the Soutli, nor \iov/ -patriotic were 
alt attempts then deemed to silence them by insuU and 
violence. One of the most despised portions of these 
de.spised peoplej the Massaobusetta Anli-Slav-eiy Society, 
at a season of high puhlic excitement, invited Sir. Adams 
to attend one of their celebrations. lie replied, " It would 
give me great pleasure to comply with the invitation," and 
after excusing himself on account of want of health and 
leisure added I rejoice that the defence of human free 
dom IS falling into joun^er -ind ranie iigoroui hands 
The youthful champions of the nghts of human nituro 
bave bucUed and we buclhng on their armor and the 
scourging overseer and the hncbins; kwycr and the 
Ber\ile sophist and th*, faithl ss scnle and the pnestly 
pansite will vanish before tl t,m like Satiin touched witJi 
the spear of Ithunel ^ou I a\e a glon us -md erdiious 
career before j ou and it is among the con-, Hlions of my 
last days, that I am able to <,ln,i,r ) ou in the puramt and 
eshort you to he stedfast and immoveable 

But the crowning crime of the abolilioni-t* was their 
union with English abolitionists in anti slavery comen 
titms held in London. 

A northern membei*of Congn^p ■'Cnt under lus frank to 
Mr. Polk, then Governor of Tennessee, certain proceed- 
ings of the " World's Convention." The Governor re- 
turned an insulting answer, concluding, "It is a luatter 
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of sincere regret that any American dtizen should he 
guilty of such moH treason to the first princijSles up^m 
which the States became uDited." Sir. Polk published 
his ejHstle, and it no doubt prepared the way for his ele- 
vation to tlie Presidency. In May, 1843, as a delegate 
to an Anti-Slavery CoDvuofion in London, was leaving 
Boston, hu received the following lines : 

" My dear sir — I have only time to say (rod bless yoH 
and ■ffour enterjirize, for wiiich I have no other prayer to 
make, than thai its success may herald my nunc dimitlis. 
" J. Q. AsAMS." 

When Mr. Polk declared it ki be high treason for any 
American to comitenance these fomgn Aati-Slavery Con- 
ventions, he little anticipated, that he should hereafter 
deem it expedient, <riRcially to pronounce the writer of 
8«cl! a note, " a great and patriotic citizen," 

We have already noticed Mr. Adams's streauous oppo- 
sition to the annexation of Texas, and his st«rn denuncia- 
tion of the policy long pursued towards Mesico, and we 
iiave found his napie associated with the little band who 
dared to vote against the Mexican war, and who, in deri- 
6(Fe but prophetic language, were caMed " The immorttd 
fourteen." 

But if tti question the juslace of the war, was ^vii^ 
■"md and comfort" to the enemy, how deep the treasou 
while the war was waging, to refuse in aiding its prosecu- 
jon I Yet a few weeks before his death, Mr. Adaois 
voted for a resolution withdrawing our troops from 
Mexico, relinquishing all claims for the expenses of the 
war, and estabhshiag the desert between the Nueces and 
the Rio Grande the boundary between the two countries ; 
and almost the last vote he ever gave, was for an amend- 
ment to the bill raising a loan of sixteen Millions, viz. ; 

'' P/ovided that no part of the money received under 
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the authority of this act shall be applied to any expenacB 
that shall hereafter be incurred by the prosecution of the 
■war with Mexico." 

If Mr. Adams shocked the slaveholders hy the freedom 
of his language, he was no less regardless of the sena- 
bilities of their allies. Irritated hy their subserviency, 
and their constant endeavors to thwart him, he excl^med 
on the floor, " There is no"ead to the devices and inge- 
nuity of ike servile part of this house, for tiie purpose of 
Buppresang the right of petition. I do not mean by the 
servile part of this house, the slaveholding part of it." 
He asserted "Northern subserviency to southern dictation 
is the pri(* pa"d by a northern admini trat'on (Mr Van 
Buren's) fo southe n nppo t The peopl f tl e north 
Htill support bv the firi^es the men who have 
truckled to southern dom nation I bel e e t mpo ble 
that this total sub erson of e ery pmcple of hberty 
should be m h 1 n e bm tted to bj tl e ] e pie of the 
free State of th s U n If they hw e to be epre- 
sented by lae th w 11 find hty e ugh to epre- 

sent anditet a) then On anothe o caa on 1 e pro- 
noTinced the noi-thera Democrats '' The consistent Swiss 
guards of southern slavery." Nor was his notice of the 
northern Whigs much more flattering. They were thus 
characterized by him : " The languid, compromising non- 
reastants of the north, afr«d of answering a fool accord- 
ing to his folly, and flinching from the attitude of defiance 
flung in their faces by the buWying threat of readiness to 
meet them ' here or elsewhere.' " 

He was as fearless in his assaults upon individuals, as 
upon classes. Congressional duelling excited his especial 
abhorrence, both for its wickedness, and because, as he 
contended, it was resorted to by southern members for 
the purpose of intimidating northern represeatativea. In 
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a debate, referring to the subject, he spoke of the death 
of a northern man who had fallen in a duel, as " a de- 
liberate murder committed on a member of this house," 
and alluded to a gentleman present who had acted as a 
second in this duel, and was supposed to have instjgated 
it, as a roan Laving come into that hoitse " with his handa 
and face dripping with the blood of murder, the blotches 
of which were yet hanging upon him." 

He as %eely condemned what he thought wrong in the 
character and conduct of his country, as he did in parties 
and individuals. On tlie floor-of Congress he declared, 
" You ma^e and break treaties with the Indian tribes, 
whenever either to make or break treaties with' them hap* 
pens to suit the purposes of the President and a majority 
of both houses of Congress." Again—" In the treatment 
of the African and native American races, we have sub- 
verted the maxims and degenerated from the virtues of 
our fathers." In a published letter, respecting a celebra- 
tion of West India emancipation, he avowed he had not 
taken part in it, " from shame for the honor and good 
name of ray country, whose government has been now, for 
a series of years, pursuing and maturing a counteraction of 
the purpose of universal emancipation, and organizing an 
op po^tc system for the mEuntenance and perpetuation 
of slavery throughout the earth." After referring to va- 
rious disgraceful features in the conduct of the Govcrn- 
ment»and people, he added, "0 my friends, 1 have no 
heart to join in the festivity on the 1st of August, the 
British anniversary of disenthralled humanity. While al] 
this, and infinitely mpre than I could tell, but that I would 
spare the blushes of my country, weigh down my spirits 
with the uncertainty, sinking into my grave, as I am, 
whether she is doomed to be numbered with the first 
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liberators or the last oppressors of tl« race of immortal 

It would have been an anomaly in the historj' of hu- 
man nature, if a public man, thus outraging'almost every 
popular prejudice, pouiing contempt upon political mean- 
ness and corruption, spurning the commonly received 
tests of patriotism, and hurling defiance at all the dema- 
gogues of the day, had not excited ag^nst himself deep 
and wide-spread hostility. Truth, justice, virtue, and 
patriotism all forbid, as base Mid criminal, the suppression 
of the historical fact that,_ for years, John Quincy Adams 
was the most hated man in the American Republic. 
,To the Whig party he was an encumbrance, perpetually 
interrupting the desued harmony between its northera 
and southern sections, hy introducing the topic of slavery, 
and raidng questions on which " policy " required the 
party to vote against him. Scorning the control of party 
disciphne and caucus dictation, he pursued his own 
course, without asking or receiving permission from the 
leaders. At the organization of the last house of Repre- 
sentatives he ever attended, he dared to vote agaitiat 
the Whig nominee for Clerk, and by so doing, nearly se- 
cured the re-election of the late faithful and efficient, but 
democratic incumbent. The Whig party of his own 
State did not deem it expedient to assume the responsi- 
bility of his " fanaticism," by returning him to the Senate 
of the United States, as they had the power to d^o ; and 
the Whig presses throughout the Union, with fpw excep- 
tions, were nearly as strenuous in condemning his coa- 
gresaonal conduct, as were his political opponents. 

It can readily be understood, that the slaveholders 
looted upon him as an incendiary of the most odious as 
well as dangerous description ; while the demagc^ee of 
every name and party were aealous in manifesting their 
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patriotism, by pourtng obloquy upon a man at once so dis- 
tinguished and so impopulnr. Tlie northern Democmts 
especially, were careful to improve the opportunity of 
testifying their devotion to the cause of human bondage, 
by the most unmeasured hostility to its mighty opponent. 
Said the Albany Argus (the recognized organ of the New 
York serviles), " How discreditable is it to the country, 
that the Massachusetts madman is permitted not only to 
outrage all order and decorum in the House, but to 
scatter incendiary evil and- excitement throughout the 
country." . 

The Richmond Inquirer, then edited by the same per- 
son whom Mr. Polk afterwards selected to take charge of 
the ofRcial journal of the ad minbt ration, announced that 
Mr. Adams .was considered " a ge^sebal iSuisance, whom 
the volffi of the House, if not of the people, must here- 
after abate." The abatement intended was espulsion 
from Congress. A New York paper, alluding with appro- 
bation to this hint of espul^on, extended it to the few 
members who acted with Mr. Adams, and remarked — 
" But we are apprehensive there is not enough firmness 
or patriotism in Congress to adopt so stem and decisive a 
mode of rebuking the audacity of the miscreant TRArroiis." 

The 'Charleston Mercury, the leading Journal in South 
Carolina, in reference to Mr. AdamV course in Congress, 
declared (1837): "Public opinion in the South, would 
now we are sure justify an immediate resort to force by 
the southern delegation, and even on the floor of Congress, 
were they forthwith to seize akd drag from the hal.l 
any man who dared to insult them as that eccentric old 
showman, John Quincy Adams, has dared to do." 

The Washinffton Globe, the acknowledged organ of 
the Democratic party at the seat of Government, spoke 
of Mr. Adams, as " a vulgar old man, who has forfeited 
S6» 
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all claim, by his incorri^ble malevolancc, to the respect 
otlierwise due UMs age and station," and declared "all 
his zeal, all bis sympatbies are against his country." 

At 3 public dinner in Vir^nia, the company drank as a 
toast ; " John Qumcy Adams — cmce a man, twice a child, 
and now a demon." At a fourth of July dinner in South 
Oarolina, the following toast was ^ven : " May we never 
want a hangman to prepare a, halter for John Quincy 
Adams." 'J'he company not only drank the toast, but 
accompanied it with ninn cheers. In 1812. the democracy 
of Ohio I a n^ the e nt 1 of thp Leg Idturp availed 
itself of 1 e opportun tv of maV g an a ceptal le offer- 
ing at the sh e of sk e y by declaring m the u me and 
by the au 1 on j of tJ e State n jomt r olution that, 
" John Qu n y Adams had vije ted h nself to the 
merited censuia and opr hen. on of h a cound^men ;" 
and " that the IIou e of Representatives of the United 
States o ed t to them el es to stamp h s p r.e and 
conduct n 1 tl e c e e t ma hs of s nd „ ant d *appro- 
baiion and e 

But tie hat dflAcauBtM Vdan ^ -is not mani- 
fested onl) n nde ent toa s newspaper a u nl ty, and 
democrat c oh e;|uousness to tl e sla eholders 'Mr, 
Adams n i spee 1 n the House (Jamnry 21st 1839J, 
observed 1 ha e recc ed I tte a f om a ou quaiters 
of the country, with post-marks showing that they have 
been mailed at places very distant from each other, con- 
toning many of them poatjve threats of assassination ; 
others of them filled with friendly advice, assuring me, 
that if I continued to present petitions similar to those I 
have heretofore presented in this House, my days are 
numbered, and I never shall survive Ihe present sesaon." 
It was, however, on the floor of Congress, that the 
malignity towards him was excited to its greatest inten- 
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(!ity. In a speech to bis constituants (1642), alluding to 
the chai'fje against liini of using harsh language, -he 
remarked : " So far as any friend or impartial person may 
have thought me bhiiipable in thaf lespect I would isk 
him to consider that tie jdie-sanea with wnom I ha\e 
had to contend fai,e to face 'ia\e pursued me with a mo 
fence and rancor trnparallclrd in the hi'.tory of this 
country. That twii-e in the spice of tiie years I haie 
for the single offtni-e of pei isting to -i-, rt the right of 
the people to petition nd the freeJom of speech ind of 
the press, been diQgged before the Hou e in wl ich I was 
you- Eepresentatii e as a "culprit to be censured or 
espelled , and nhea after fen dajt of the raost unielent 
ing persecution I haie bc*,n barely veleaaed from its 
fury, I have been still denounced as the cause of the 
wiisle of time loniumfji b^ ojy persecutors in their 
struggle to accomphah my ruin On both ocasions the 
fuiy of the whole mdas of Southern slasery was conceii 
trated over my head, for the avowed purpose of breaking 
down whatever of good name I had to leave as aa inhe- 
ritance to my ehildren ; in order that my signal ruin might 
strike teirorto the heart of your every other BepresentB- 
tive, and leave slavery the lord of the ascendant for all 
future time throughout the North American Union." 

For the purpose of insult, a petition professing to ba 
from slaves, asking for his expulsion, was sent to bim by 
mail for presentation. On the 6th February, 1837, he 
informed the Speaker, that he had in bis possession a pe- 
tition purporting to come from slaves, and inquired 
whether it came within the gag-rule, excluding Anti- 
slavery petitions? Immediately, cries of "expel him," 
" expel him," were heard throughout tlie hall, and Mr. 
Thompson from South Carolina, moved : ■' That the Hon. 
John Quincy Adams, by the attempt just made by him to 
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introduce a petition purporting on its face to be from 
slaves, has been guilty of a gross disrespect to the House, 
and that he be instantly brought to the bar to receive the 
severest censure of the Speaker." In his speech on the 
occasion, he observed : " If the juries of this District 
have, as I doubt not they have, proper intelligence and 
spirit, he may yet be made amenable to another tribunal, 
and we may yet see an incendiary brought to condign pun- 
ishment." 

After three day's discussion, the attempt to degrade 
Mr. Adams for asMng-a question, being found impracti- 
cable, was abandoned. * 

In 1842, Mr. Adams was again insulted by a petition 
from Geor^a, forwarded, to him through the mail, asking 
for his removal as Chairman of the Committee of For- 
eign Relations, on account of his monomania. He pre- 
sented it to the House, and Mr. Hoj)kins of Virginia, im- 
mediately moved its reference to the committee, with in- 
structions to ehooso another Chairman. Mr. Adams 
claimed to be heard in his defence, declaring that the 
fet'ling agiunat, him was " a slave-holding, slave- trading, and 
slave breeding feeling.'' He was not allowed to proceed 
in his dtfence and the motion of Mr Hopkins was 
diopped Ihe bnel calm that ensued was but the pie 
ruiaor of a tempest for thiee dajs aft<.r Ml Adams 
presented a petition prajing Congicss to take mea.sures 
for dissolving the Union and moved its reference to 
a committee, with instiuetions to upuit ixaiiona wh> the 
prayer of the petition should not he granted 

The petition itself was bnet containing no allusion to 
slaver] and was in fact an exact copy of one that bad 
some }eirs before been got up by certain of the South 
Caiohna inUhfii,ra ^ Ihe true paternity nf the petition 

* Tho rooBons asaignod in tie Petition were : First, bceanae 
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was at the time unknown to the House, and the Southern 
members, regarding it only in the hght of an aholilion 
document, seized the occasion, to bring disgrace upon Mr. 
Adams, under the pretext of their own extreme devotion 
to the Union. Mr. Gilmer of Virginia, and lately Gover- 
nor of the State, immediately offered a resolution declar- 
ing " that in pr nt g t tl d n of the House, 
a petition for the d It f th U on, the member 
from Massachu tts h j tl d the censure of 
this House." II phi d he was endeav- 
oring to stop th m f 1 m wh 

" In tl p f g m n 

Wm statBaman, poet, fiddler, and buffoon." 
That evening between forty andGfty of the slaveholding 
membere met in council to consider how they should 
proceed. Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, made the meeting 
acquainted with the course he proposed taking in the 
morning, a coui-se more decided than Mr, Gilmer's resolu- 
tion. Accordingly the next.morninghe introduced a sub- 
stitute for the resolution before the House, consisting of a. 
long preamble, setting forth the perjury and treason to 
which Congress was invited by the Petition; together 
with a series of resolutions, concluding with, " Resolved, 
That the aforesaid John Quinoy Adams, for this insult, 
the first of the kind ever offered to the Government, and 
for t!ie wound he has permitted to be aimed through his 
instrumentality at the Constitution and existence of his 
country, the peace, security and liberty of the people 
of these States, might well be held to merit expulsion 



■tion of the resources of one aeotion of the Union, is annually . 
drained to sustain the views B.itd course of another section 
Third, beeauso, judging from the histopj of past nations, that 
union, if peraistod in, in the present course of thinga, will cer- 
tttinly overwlielai the whole nation in utter destruction." 
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from the National Councils, and the House deem it an aut 
of grace and mercj when they only inflict ijpon him their 
severest censures for conduct so utterly unworthy of his 
own past relations to the State, and his present position : 
This they herehy do, for the maintenance of their own 
purity and dignity ; for the rest, they turn him over to 
his own conscience, and tlie indignation of all true Ameri- 
can citizens." On the reading of the resolutions, there was 
a burst of applause from the Galleries and the House, so 
much so, that the Speaker interfered to repress it. 

The malignity of this assault upon Mr. Adams was 
equalled only by its absurdity and its impudence. In pre- 
senting the petition he had expressly declared his dbap- 
probation of its object. Congress being authorized by the 
Constitution to propose unlimited alterations in that instru- 
ment, every citizen has a oonstitudona! right to ask them 
to propose any alteration he desires, although it may vir- 
tually dissolve the Confederacy ; and it is, moreover, pre- 
posterous to maintain that a union formed by consent of 
the partners, cannot by the same consent be severed. It 
must also be recollected that the assault proceeded from 
a sectional party, that for a long series of years, has been 
threatening to dissolve the tTnion, if not permitted to 
govern^ it. Instead of instantly spurning this ridiculous 
and wicked persecution, tbe'House, by a formal vote of 
118 -to 75," resolved to consider the charges against Mr. 
Adams. He was thereupon put on trial, and Mr. Mar- 
sliall and Mi'. Wise of Virginia, acted as the leading 
Counsel of the prosecution. The latter acquitted the ac- 
cused of insanity, and avowed his conviction that " he was 
more wicked than weak;" but at the same' time pro- 
nounced him " politically dead— dead as Burr — dead aa 
Arnold. The people would look upon him with wonder, 
■ Only two northern Democrits votod in the negative ' 
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would shudder and retire," The dead culprit, howeyer, 
erinced most astonisUing vitality. The actused became 
the accuser ; his very persecution was proof of a conspi- 
racy agfUDst the liberties of the North ; and, abandouing 
the defence of himself, he arraigned the slave-holders at 
the bar of the nation for endeavoring to destroy the right 
of Habeas Corpus, the right of trial by jury, the freedom 
of the Post Office, the liberty of speech, of the press, and 
of petition, and in short, to destroy all the constitutional 
lights of the North adverse to human bondage — and that 
for the purpose of effecting these outrages, they had 
formed a coalition with the northern Democrats — that 
if the rights of the North could not be otherwise pro- 
tected, the petitioners had acted properly, in aatmg for a, 
dissolution of the Union, ' 

ITie public watched with intense interest the progress 
of this momentous trial, and it was quickly perceived on 
which side victory was inclining. Mr. Gilmer, aoiious t» 
arrest a process from which the slave interest was suffer- 
ing so severely, proposed a compromise — a nolle prosegw 
should be entered, provided the defendant would w"" 
draw the petition he had presented. The proposition 
with a positive and indignant refusal. Mr. Adams 
clared he would not, by withdrawing the petition, sanction 
the suppression of the right of petition, which was the 
real object of the prosecution ; he had done only his duty, 
he defied the House, and spumed ita proffered mercy. 
The trial continued to the 7th day, when, on motion of a 
emthem member, all proceedings were discontinued.* 



Whiga unltaa m Una Tote; oui me WJioie ucitganuu ui 
northern demoorBcy, with the exception of six, refused to nn- 
biod the Tictim whom they were anxious to offer a siicrifioe on 
the altar of Blaverj, as an earnest and proof of their own fealty, 
Messrs. Thompson, Wise, and Oilmer, who hud distinguialied 
themaelvee bj heaping obloquy upon Mr, AJania, were honoreil 
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The next day a new insult was offered to Mr. Adams 
All the sotttheni members of the Committee of Foreign 
ReiaUons, four in number, including Messrs. Gilmer and 
Hunter, of Virginia, and one' northern " servile," resigned 
their seats, avowing tbat they could not condescend any 
longer to be associated with tbeir Chairman. The Speaker 
appointed five southern gentiemen to fill the vacancies, 
and, of these, three, including Mr. Holmes, of South Caro- 
lina, refused the appointment— Mr. Holmes expressly de- 
ct.iring, in a letter to the Speaker, his repugnance to serve 
with Mr. Adams. Thus no less than eight members of 
the House professed to think it derogatory to their dignity 
to sit in the same Committee with John Quincy Adams. 
The object was to compel him to resign, or the House to 

But this was the last spasm of impotent maUce. From 
the commencement of his trial his reputation rtrae in public 
estimation, and it continued to rise, till at the time of his 
death, it had reached an elevatiou never surpassed by that 
of any man on the American Continent, with the single 
exception of Washington. The astonishing popularity 
of this lately defamed and persecuted man, is evinced by 
the Strange and extraordinary praises it extorted from 
politicians of every description. On the announcement 
of his death, prominent men on the floor of Congress 
seized the occasion to make speeches in his honor. Among 
the eulo^sts were numbered no less than three gentlemen 
from the South. The speeches were, by order of the 
House, published in a pamphlet, and of this 20,000 copies, 
adorned with a portrait of the deceased, and a copy of his 
autograph, were distributed at public expense. 

A panegyric on Napoleon, from which all allusion to 

with important appointmeuta, by and with the advice and con- 
Bent of ft Whig Senate, tba two former to foreign miseiona, and 
tie Mter to the prist of aeoretary of the Nnvy 
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ias military achievements should be excluded, would be 
regarded as a imique performance, yet it would find its 
counterpart in these Congressional oraisons fitnebres. In 
these the reader is fold, in general terms, of the talents, 
viftue, and patriotism of the deceased ; but not a hint is 
given of that course of conduct which in fact secured for 
him these veiy eulogies. This Congressional monument 
raised to the honor of Adams, gives no intimation that he 
was the champion of constitutional hberty, the restorer of 
the right of petition, the indomitable foe of human bond- 
age. No allusion is made to his terrible conflicts and his 
glorious triumphs. Not a word discloses, that a slave 
ever breathed on. the soil of America ; that a slaveholding 
Republic had been added to the " area of freedom," or 
that a war was then raging, which Adams had denounced 
as waged for the estension of slavery, and from which he 
had voted to withhold supplies. Some of the speakers 
were minutely accurate in specifying the dates of Mr. 
Adams's appointments in former tJmes, hut all were mar- 
vellously oblivious of his recent services. One gentleman, 
preferring fiction to truth, favored the House with a beau- 
tiful aid touching romance. Said Mi:. McDowell, of Vir- 
ginia — " No human being wer entered thia Hall, without 
turning habitually and with heartfelt deference first to htm, 
and few ever left it, without pausing as they went, to pour 
out blessinffs upon that spirit of consecration to the coun- 
try, which brought and kept him there." Had Messrs. 
Gilmer, Hopkins, Hunter, and Wise been in their seats, 
they ifiight possibly have dissented from the accuracy of 
the picture drawn by their colleague, and disclaimed for 
themselves the feelings and the acts so eloquently ascribed 
to all. But judging from the Lethean spirit in which the 
faculties of the speakers were apparently drowned, it is 
more probable, that these" gentlemen, far from contradict- 
27 
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Big Mr. McDowell, would Lave testified to the trutb of his 
statement. Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, was anotL.«r 
(rf the eulogists. He lamented that death had taken from 
among them " the gravest, wbest, most revered head" — 
one " adorned with virtue, learning, and truth ;" and be 
called him " the Patriot Father, and the Patriot Sage." 
It did not, perhaps, occur to this gentleman, that aa a few 
years before he diadainfuUy refused to be as.soeiated with 
liiis " Patriot Father, and Patriot Sage," in the Oomaiit- 
tee of Foreign Relations, it might be intereating to the 
pulwic to know, how recently, and by what means he had, 
discovered, that his was " the gravest, wisest, and most 
revered head" in Congress. This same gentleman (Mr. 
Isaac E. Holmes), as representing the veneration felt by 
South Carolina for tbo great champion of huJuiwi rights, 
tmd her grief for bis death, followed lib remains from the 
dty of Washington to their final resting-place io Massa- 
chusetts ! Having eulogized the great Abolitionist, sad 
paid the last honor to his memory, Mr. Holmes returned 
to Congress where, while laboring to extend skvory to 
the Pacific, he pronounced the emphatic words, " I iiM 
it (slavery) to be the greatest blessing that Go*d ever 
conferred upon man.'' 

To no member of Congress did the cliarge of giving 
"aid and comfort" to the enemy apply with more force 
than to Mr. Adams ; yet Mr. Polk, in an official order, de- 
clared him to be "a great and patriotic cifken ;" and the 
official journal, robed in mourning, eulogized, as the " illus- 
trious and venerable patriot and statesman," llio very man 
who the editor had forn^erly atErmed was considered " a 
general nuisance." 

Of course the whole press, of all parties and shades of 
party, was vocal in praise of the departed patriot ; and. one 
o£ the most profligate of the fratesTiiJy, wlio had ever 
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thrown contempt upon all the objects most dear to hi*. 
heart, thought it expedient to hold the following language : 
" Mr. Adams on all occasions ^e believe, has been open, 
pnre, and uncontaminated, as single-hearted as a child, or 
an angel." 

American citizens in Great Britain, were publicry in- 
vited by the Americaa Minister, lately engaged m oon- 
dnoting the Mexican war as one of Mr. Polk's cabinet, to 
pay honors to tlie memory of Jolm Quinoy Adams : " A 
patriot, always loving his country aboTe all lands of the 
earth," and this notwithstanding he was " a Meiican 
Whig." Public honors were paid to Iiim even by the 
army in Mexico, although, if the assertions of some of its 
(rfScers were true, he was a " knave" and a '* traitor at 
heart." 

A committee from the House of Eepresentatives, of one 
from each State, attended the corpse from the capitol ia 
Washington to the tomb in Quincy. The funeral corlegt 
in its progress, was everywhere met by large concourses 
of citizens, municipal officers, and detachments of militia. 
The whole American people, as with one voice, acknow- 
ledged and deplored the departure of a great and virtuous 
patriot. 

When it is recollected that Mr. Adams had changed no 
oiie of the many opinions that had esposed him to odium, 
that in no degree had he departed from that straight-for- 
ward course, which had so frequently brought him into 
violent collision with the Democrats of the North and the 
slaveholders of the South — and that in his last days he had 
outn^ed popular patriotism by opposing an existing war, 
and attempting to cut off supplies from our victorious 
armies — surely the revulsion of public opinion in his favor 
is marvellous and unparalleled. 

Whence came it that the same unchanged, inflexible, and 
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dauntless man, scorning and defying public opinion, and 
scorning and defying it to hia last breath — and who but 
lately was the object of such general hatred, that the 
representatives of the people spent a week in laboring to 
consigft him "to the indignation of all true Ameiican 
citizens" — acquired such wonderful popularity, thafrival 
politicians hurried to strew flowers upon his grave, and to 
let all the world know how very much they loved and 
admired him The cau^e is to be found first, in the entire 
confiden e of the People b s nt ^n j and the adm 
rat on of hi talents and mo al courage and econll n 
the dofe en e paid b pol c ans to publ o op on ngl t 
or w o^ 

The ma^n fi ent pe tficle he exh h ted wl en alone un 
aided and w h but bttle ympatl y be re e ed and 
glonou,ly rep lied the con b ned assault of the Northern 
Deniocra y a d the sla e ntere t won for htm the be, rts 
of the CO union people * Tfa j looked np n h n 
moral phenomeno — a pubh man vho i 
but often censured them — a pol lan who cons lied duty 
aad not pol cy — wbo feared God and n t man — who 
talked as he oted and voted as he talked— wl went 
w tb b s coun J and pi fy when j,t Aad ja t ih m. 
when wrong— who was bold enough to be honest and 
honest enough to be bold. This feeling in tbe community 
soon displayed itself. The year after bis trial, he travelled 
from Boston to Cincinnati, and his journey was a trium 
plial progress. Even in the slave states, the tide had 
turned, and being expected at Wheeling, a crowd aascm- 

• The following OKtract from a PittsburgU paper of X843, 
afforda a striking illustration of this renittrk : " As » toten of 
reanect for Mr. Adams, all the works in the citj were clmed 
—.JL .!„., »i.«4. 4.1..^ "Torkintr in^'^ miivht. 1invpn.f^}in.nGe to bid him 
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bled, not to insult, but to do him honor. Tlie brave, 
frank, honest opponent was regarded with a respect never 
felt by the slaveholder for the fawning mercenary of the 
North. Mr. Adams had become the man of the people, 
and was revered and beloved-by them as their champion, 
the advocate of their rights. His great and acknowledged 
popularity, at length secured for him respectful treatment 
on the floor of Congress ; and when the whole nation de- 
plored his death, poUticiana of every name, and from 
every section of the country, deemed it advisable to unite 
in building his tomb. 

The facts which have now been stated respecting Mr. 
Adams, however interesting in themselves, would have 
found no place m these pages, did they not illustrate some 
great truths, having a direct and important bearing on 
many of the sentiments advanced in the present work. 
They reiterate the lesson long since taught, of the utter 
worthlessness of public opinion as a standard of right and 
wrong. The demoniac cries, " Crucify him, crucify him !" 
were preceded by " Hosannas to the Son of David;" and 
the revulsion of feeling we have been considering shows 
that human nature is the same now as in the first century. 
Multitudes who, in 1848, did reverence to the "Patriot 
Father and the Patriot Sage," would have rejoiced ten 
years before to have caught him in the slave re^on. 

We are taught in a most impressive manner, how ex- 
ceedingly destitute are many of our public men of inde- 
pendent feelings and opinions. Whether Adams was a 
" miscreant traitor," or "a great and jiatriotic citizen," was 
a question to be determined, not by bringing his conduct 
to the test of any moral standard, hut by the present 
feelings of the multitude. When he was supposed to be 
unpopular, no vituperatjon was too coarse — whoi known 
27» 
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to be very popular, no praise was too gross, althougii 
ridiculously false. 

The American people have by aeclamation adjudged 
Johtt Quincy Adams a Patriot, a judgment from which 
not one politician of any name has dared to appeal. This 
judgment sets a^ide, condemns, and repndiates almost 
every test of patriotism prescribed hy the demagogues of 
&is day. It has now been decided by a tribunal which 
these men admit to be infallible, that a man may be a pat- 
riot, nay, an " illustrious patriot" a^icording to the official 
gazette, who openly repudiates the sentiment, " our coun- 
try, right or wrong"* — who on a question of internalioiinl 
law, sides with a foreign government against his own — wlio 
gives " £ud and comfort" to the enemy by denouncing as 
imjnst the war waged against him, and by striving to with- 
hold supplies from the army sent to fight him — who 
mourns over the degeneracy irf his country and doubts 
whether she is to be numbered " among the first Jiberators, 
or the last oppressors of the race of immortal man" — who, 
notwiliaanding all " the compromises of the Conatituliun," 
denounces human bondage as a crime against God, and 
proposes 60 to change the Constitution as to effect the im- 
mediate abolition of hereditary slavery throughout the 
American Confederacy, and po\uing contempt upon the 
lying Domoci-acy of the day, clmms for the black man 
the same rights of suffir^e that ^e accorded to his white 
feUow-citizen. 

Such ie.thc. character of a patriot, as estabhshed by 
the latest decision of the American pubhc ; a decision in 
wlijdh every member of the vast tribunal, from Mr. Polk 
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down to the hamblest caterer for war and, glory, has con- 
curred. It is, indeed, a decision which in its application to 
others, will be over-ruled, whenever "policy" or passion 
may require its abrogation ; but it is nevertheless of vast 
importance. It has reversed many corrupt judgments 
previously given ; it wiil cheer and encourage many weak- 
hearted patriots, and it mny hint to some politicians, that 
it is possible to acquire popularity hy adhering to duty, 
as weU as by listening to the suggestions of "policy." 

We liave seen Mr, Adams, although conBtanlly occu- 
pied in public life, bursting at pleasure the bonds of 
parly, outraging public opinion, and apparently courting 
defeat and odium — 

" Among innumernble false, unmoved — 
Unshaken, unsedueed, unterrified, 
Hig loyalty Ive kept, hia love, his zeal — 
Nor number, nor example wilh him wrought 
To Bwerve from trutli, or change hia constant mind." 

Surely there must hive been srme potent pimeiplp of 
action whi h impelled him t) purhue a p-itli so dnerg 
cnt from those usually selected h-\ poliiiLal T^pi ints 
one to all appeaiance leading him far from popular ap 
pHu e and yet in the end (.onduoting him to the veiy 
pinnacle of fame There was such a pnnciple and it 
IS shadowed forth in the moral with whith Mr M Dowell 
adorned his tale His life said the Vii^inia eulo- 

gist hat, been a continuou': and btautiful illustration of 
the great truth that while thi, fear of man is the <, n 
summation of all folly the fear of God is the beginning 
of wisdom Unhappy is it foi our countrv (hat the re 
lerse of this truth forms thi masim b\ whii,!i so miny 
of our pubht men apparently govern their condurt B it 
what was the secret of the great strengfti of Una nH^al 
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Sampson? Since his death, certain letters to his son 
have been given to the press, and in these we find an 
answer to the inquiry. It appears, that while at the 
court of St. Petersburg, in 1811, he commenced a scries 
of letters to his absent child, on the study of the Bible — 
" the Divine revelation," as he called it. In tJiese he 
remarks, " I have myself, for many years, made it a prac- 
tice to read through the Bible once every year. I have 
always endeavored to read it with the same spirit and 
temper of mind which I now recommend to you ; that is, 
with the intention and desire that it may contribute to 
my advancement in wisdom and virtue. My custom is, to 
read four or five chapters every morning, immediately 
after rising from my bed. It employs about half an hour 
of ray time, and seems to me the most suitable manner of 
beginning- the day." The foUowmg advice to his son 
seems both indicative of his own future coarse, and pro- 
phetic of its glorious termination: — "Never give way to 
the pushes of impudence, wrong-headiness, or intracta- . 
bility, which would lead or draw you aside from the dic- 
tates of your own conscience and your own sense of right. 
Till you die, let not your integrity depart from you. 
Build your house upon the rock, and then let the rains 
descend, and the flood come, and the winds blow, and 
beat upon that house, it shall not fall. So promises your 
blessed Lord and Master." In a most wonderful manner 
was this promise fulfilled 'sa his own case, even in the 
present world. But there is a day approaching, when 
the secrets of all hearts shall be laid open, and when every 
man shall come to judgment. Then will those who have 
in this life pursued expediency in preference to duty, 
learn, when too late, that " the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God." 



iLvGoO^lf 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

WAR, AND TBB MSANS OP PaEVBNXIOH. 

Wtt liave endeavored to give the reader some idea of ths 
vast amount of crime and misery resulting from our hos- 
tilities with Mesioo ; yet those hostilities present hut a 
faint ioM^e of war. All the American troops sent into 
Mexico, vpill not number as many as have often been killed 
and wounded in a single engagement. Sad all the bat- 
tles of the iate war occurred at the same time, and on the 
same field, they would scarcely have equalled a skinoish 
between the outposts of two European a,rmie3. The total 
number of our troops officially reported to have been killed 
ia battle, is less than two thousand I If we would know the 
horrors of war, not as waged ia ancient times, when whole 
nations contended in arms, with heathen barbarity, but as 
waged within our own recollection, and by enlightened, 
civilized, and christian people, let us contemplate the de- 
tails of only three of a multitude of modern baitles.* 

Jena— engaged, 200,000 men ; Itilied and wouniled, 34,000 
Eylao " 160,000 " ■' 50,000 

BoRODiMo " 265,000; 1,230 onnnoQ in the field, 

25,000 killed, 68,000 wounded— 93,000 

Napoleon invaded Russia with 450,000 troops, of which 
number about 400,000 arejsupposed to have perished, 
only about 60,000 having returned to their native land. 
We shudder to reflect on the awful accumulated misery 
and Clime necessarily resulting fiom such vast slftughter. 
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Let it be also recollected that the horrors of the battle 
field, form hut one item, and that comparatively a small 
one, iQ the long- catalogue of woes, iaflicted by war upon 
the human race. The limits of the present chapter for- 
bid us to dwell on the anguish experienced by the friends 
and relatives of the killed and wounded — on the vast 
amount extorted from the avails of labor to defray the 
expense of war — on the ruin and desolation which mark 
the track of hostile armies, and the depravation of morals 
engendered by the license and temptations connected with 
the military profession. Nor have we space to exhibit 
the inefficiency and uncertainty of. war, as a means of 
defence against injury, or as an instrument for enforcing 
justice. But we ask the attention -of the reader to a topic 
seldom investigated, and yet possessing momentous inte- 
rest — the folly and the cost of military preparation. 

Of all the false and hoary maxifts by which mankind 
have been deluded, perhaps none has ever exerted such 
baneful influence on human happiness as that scrap of 
counterfeit wisdom, " In peace, pkepabb for wab." 
The proposed object of the counsel, is to preserve peace by 
being prepared to repel, ajid thereby to prevent aggres- 
sion. The reasoning is contradicted by the testimony of 
history and by the character of human nature. No na- 
tion was ever better prepared for war than France under 
Napoleon, and no nation was e*er more fiercely and vio- 
lently attacked ; and seldom has any nation been more 
humbled, compelled not only to receive a sovereign from 
the hands of her enemies, but to pay the expenses of a 
foreign array to whose custody she was consigned. Great 
military strength has no tendency to foster pacific dispo- 
sitions in its possessor. While the character of man re- 
mwns unchanged, his cupidity, oppression, and, injustice 
will ordinarily be proportioned to his means of indulging 
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them. Hence, in all ages those nations which hare heon 
the hest prepared for war, have drank most deeply of its 
bloody cup. If we examine the history of Europe from 
1700, to the general peace in 1815, we shall find that 
during the 115 years. 

Great Br tn a wfta engaged m war d" jeara 



Hollanl 4i 

Portug 1 40 

Denmaj-k 8 

Pnde anogince and the lust of conquest a e the 
natural and hitter fruits of mihtarj prepardtL n— fruits 
fatil to national peace and happiness 

Stranire as may seem thp assertion it i wc behei e 
nevertheless true that both Europe and Aoien a base 
e\:pLnded more money la prepdiing foi i ar than in actual 
hostili les 

In the old ■world esery important citj was ancimtly 
walled and fortified and even m our own dais we 
have leen the French people al eadj burtl ened with 
debt laMshing millions in erecting a wall thirtj miles in 
circumference around their Capital * 

When we examine the espenditures made in time of 
j.eacefor mil tair pieparadon we are astounded 1} the 
stupendo i"! rLSults and can sea cely credit the testimony 
of official statement'' 

• This work of prodigal folly has been falsely ascribed to thfl 
late King; it was demanded by tho liberal or popular party, 
under the leadership of Mr. Thiers. The Heptiilic, instead of 
lessening the burdens of the people, have aotuallj, although an- 
menaced by a single State in Kurope, increased their military 
preparations. On the Ist December, 1848, the eSeotive force of 
the French army amoanted to 602,196 men, and 100,432 horses; 
and to this was added a large nav;, with between tire&ty ana 
thirty thousand seamen. 
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Tke following fauts are gleaned from a late EngHsih 
stalJstical work: * 

For the six years endiog with I8K6, tlie average 
capenditures of the Britiab Government, exclii- 
Bive of payments foe intereat on the aational 
debt, was £17,101,508 

Of this Butn, there was paid on an aTorage, for the 
anny, navy, and ordinance, t .... 12,714,289 

Leaving an average annual amount expenditure 
for civil pucpoaes, of only 4,3S7J119 

It thus appears that the annual payments for military ■ 
preparations during this period, were no less than seweniy- 
fouT per cent, of the current expenses of the GoTemment, 
exclusive of £28,674,829, the yeai'ly interest on the war 
debt!! 

The Budget, for 1848, coatained the following 'esti- 
mates, vis : 



Total, . . . £18,507',147 

One would have thought that this enormous sum was 
quite enough to extort from the people of England in a 
single, year for preparation for future and unseen hoslili- 
ties. But no. The Duke of Wellington, in his specula- 
tions on steam navigation, suddenly conceived the idea, 
that a French army might, in an unexpected moment, be 
landed upon the British shores from a fleet of steamboats. 
A panic seized the venerable chief, and he trembled fjca- 

• Porter's Progreaa of the Nation, Vol. ii. 

fThe aveEaga ftir theBesis years, froni some cause, waannnBtt- 
al!y small The total outlay on army, navy, and ordiaanoe, 
since the peace of 1815, to the year ending 5th January, 1848, 
Ifl £484,281,985, being an anisual average of £15,444,749. Th» 
actual payments for military preparation, during the year 1847, 
amounted to £18,503,146 ! See tract published by the " Edin- 
hurg Financial £oform Association," 



iLvGoO^lf 



a. 325 

the permanency of the Empire. The coasts of England 
ought immediately to he fortified, and a large home army 
ought to be forthwith orgaoized and reainUined, to flght 
the French ■whenever and wherever they might laad from 
their steamers. The construction of the forts would of 
course fumiah fat jobs for innumerable contractors, and the 
home army would suppSy younger sons with commissioiiB. 
rank, and emolument. Ho wonder that multitudes of 
patriotic Englishmen were found to favor the -insane pro- 
ject. The ministers, it is believed, were deterred from 
recommeading the Duke's plan to Parliament, only by the 
sturdy opposition of the friends of peace, 

A few years since, it was computed that the cost of the 
militory peace establishments of tlie following Powers, was 
in the ratio named to the whole expenditure of the seve- 
ral GoTCmnients, elusive of payments on accotuit of 
debt, yiz. : 

Anstcift, as 83 per cent, 

franc*, „ 38 per cent. 

Prussia, „ 44 per cent. 

Great Britam, „ 74 per cent. 
We are fond of comparing our own republican frugafity 
with' monarchical prodigality. National vanity, like 
charity, covers not only a multitude of sins, but also a 
multilude of follies. The avei-age expenditure of the 
Federal Government, for the six years, ending with 1840, 
txclusive of payments oji aecount of debt, was 126,474,893. 
Dunng the game years the average payments for 
mihtary and naval purposes were $21 o28,903. Being 
EioHTT PBR CENT of the whols amount f A greater 
ratio than is expended by any monarchy in Europe, in 
preparing foi; war * 

■ It IS true, that donng a portien of these sii years, we were 
fightii^ a few Seminole Indians in Florida. If, theo , we take the 
ta jeara, ending with 1836, a time of prolbnnd peace, ti» ratio 
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It is with difficulty we can g^ve our assent to the accu- 
racy of such amazing disclosures ; and jet our scepticism 
will vanish when we consider that fortifications, barracks, 
store-houses, arms, ammunidon, and ships of war are all 
mos% constructed in time of peace. But this is not all. 
Men are also to be trained and instructed in the art of 
human slanghter, and kept ready to put in practice at a 
moment's warning, the lessons they have received. 

In 1828, a time of general peace, the standing armies 
of Europe were estimated at 2,265,500 men* If to the 
pay of these men, we add the cost of their food, clothes, 
lodging, and of the arras, ammunition, barracks, Ac, with 
which they were furnished, and the value of their labor 
which is lost to the commmiity, we shall not exaggerate 
their expense to the State when we estimate it at |500 a 
man, making the sum total of 11,132,760,000, an.amoimt 
the mind cannot realize. But before we give vent to our 
indignation against Kings and Emperors for thus squan- 
dering the earnings of their subjects, let us once more 
look at home. Our young Eepubiic, from the moment of 
her hhth, has scarcely had a hostile neighbor. For about 
two years, Canada on the north, and for the same time, 
Mexico on the south, have been in a belligerent position 
towards us. Bounded for the most part by the ocean, 
and by intermmable forests, we have had little to fear 
from inva^on; and never,' except in the war of 1812, 
has a hostile foot, other than that of a savage, pressed 
our soil. Yet with all our professions of economy, we 
have pursued the system of military preparation, after a 
royal fashion. Since the commencement of the Federal 
Government to the beginning of 1848, independent of 

IB leneaty-sevev, per cstU., bUU greater thaa that of Great Briton. 
Bel American Alwanaefar 13iB, page 143. 
' • Ikdanct PUxtupii da GUiie, by M. AdnenBalbi. 
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the prodigious cost of arming and trainiog the mililiaj 
there have been paid fromlhe national treasury — 

Fqr the Army and Fortifications, - - $306,713,209 
For the Navy, and its operations, - - 209,904,428 



Here ■HP liave half <i bilhon ot dolhra talien ftom the 
people with their own consent for the purpo'^e ol beuig 
ready for war I To this iramenae sum miy he "idd(,d 
$61,109,&34, eipendpd in military pensions 

Were the money lavished in military preparation 
anmhilattd, all tlie mines in the world could not sup 
ply the requisite treasure It i^ not anniliilated but 
it is wasted — that is, it la given for what jields no return 
.of comfort and happiness to the nation at large. Let us 
suppose that the two millions of soldiers maintained in 
Europe, in 1828, had been employed at ordinary wages 
in building pyramids. Surely, none would deny that 
the money expended in raising structures so utterly 
worthless, WM profligately wasted ; and none will question 
that the people would have had gocfd cause to rise in re- 
bellion ag^ainst rulers who robbed them of the fruits of 
their labor, for purposes so vain and ridiculous. Yet the 
treasures lavished on sudi piles, would have been far 
less in amount, and expended in a manner far less in- 
jurious to the public morals and happiness, than the 
money squandered on the armies. 

M. Bouvet, in a recent speech in the French Assembly, 
remarking on the appropriation of 583 millions for the 
army and navy, about one-third of the. whole estimate, 
well observed : " I cannot convey to you my sense of the 
irrational distribution of our resources, when I observe 
how comparatively unimportant we deem the elements of 
intelligence and public prosperity which is indicated by 
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our budgets of instruction, eomraerce, Mid agriculture, 
siuounting altogether to hardly tUirty-^s millions ! What 
should you think of the father of a family, who possessing 
an income of 15,000 francs, should expend 5.000 in arms 
and horaes, while he only appropriated 360 francs to -the 
instruction of his children and the improvement of his 
estate ? War, founded on force and restraint, ie eontrary 
ta liberty. War, enabling the strong to triumph over the 
weak, is contrary to equalUy. Wm", shattering the law ot 
lore, which unit«a individuals and communities^ is con- 
trary io fraternity. Thus the Eepublic, to he conMstent 
■mth its own constitutton, ought henceforth to endeavor to 
suppress the military system, and to substitute for it an 
interaatimcd jurisdiction. Such an object is so honest, so 
generous, so important to the public welfare, that France 
need not blush to make it the principal mm of its pohtJcal 
esistence." 

The desire expressed by M. Bouvet, that international 
jurisdiction may be substituted for the military system, 
will find a cordial response in the breast of every true 
patriot, of every faithful disciple of the Pbi«cb of Peaob. 
But what would he a practicable and safe and jtroper mter- 
national jurisdiction? A "congress of nations," con- 
sisting of deputies from various States, and forming a 
court for the settlement of contropersies arising hetweea 
their several governments, has been proposed. However 
excellent such a tribunal may be m theory, and howev^er 
useful it may hereafter be in practice, it cannot, be dis- 
guised, that formidable difficuldes oppose 'its speedy 
organization. Pacific sentiments must extensively preval, 
before governments will be disposed to enter into each an 
arrangement; and the erection of such a trihunal must 
necessarily be preceded by tedious negotiations respeet- 
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bg tLe relative representation ia the Congress, and the 
powers with which it should be entrusted. In the mean 
time, the military system wotdd he continued, and its 
very continuanoe would render more difficult and distant 
the establishment of the Congress. 

Happily there is a mode of " international jurisdiction," 
more simple, speedy, and practicable, and of which any 
two nations may at any time avail themselves, without 
waiting for the co-operation of others. This mode is 
faintly shadowed forth in oiu: late treaty with Mexico, hut 

" Wliick keep the word of promise to the ear, 
i.nd breat it to the hope." 
The 21st Article is as follows : "If unhappily any dis- 
agreement should hereafter arise between the Govern- 
ments of the two Republics, whether with respect to the 
interpretation of any stipulation in this treaty, or with 
respect to any- other particular concerning the political or 
commercial relations of the two nations, the said Govern- 
ments; in the name of tliose nations, do promise to each 
other, that they will endeavor in the most sincere and 
earnest mnnner, to settle the differences so arising, and to 
preserve tjie stat« of peace and friendship, in which the. 
two countries are now placing themselves, using for this 
end mutual representations and pacific negotiations ; and 
if hy these moans. they should not be enabled to come to 
an agreement, a resort shall not db this account be had to 
reprisals, aggresaons, or hostilities of any kind, by the 
one Republic against the othei', until the Government of 
that which deems itself aggrieved, shall have maturely 
cmnidered, in the spirit of peace and good neighborship, 
whether it would not be better that such difference should 
be settled by the arbitration of commis'^oners appointed 
on each side, or by fhat of a friendly nation \ and should 
28* 
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